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One of New Mexico's prime attractions, both to its own residents as
well as to outsiders, is its rich and deep history. Nowhere did Indian society have greater historical impact, nor was there any area of the United
States to which imperial Spain bequeathed such an indelible legacy. The
pioneer period completes the trilogy and vies for historical attention.
With this historical background, today's society in the Land of Enchantment has need for substantial information concerning New Mexico.
Chief vehicle for periodical publication concerning the state is the New
Mexico Historical Review, which was born in 1926. In it, articles of maximum value have appeared quarterly for over a half century, representing a great treasury of authoritative information. However, with the
passage of time some of the most important issues of the Review have
become unavailable, with these out-of-print issues accessible at high
prices at rare book shops, or sometimes unobtainable at any price. With a
growing population desirous of becoming better informed concerning
New Mexico, the need to provide availability to such important material
became apparent.
The present reprint program was only a scholar's dream until farsighted citizens became likewise convinced of the utility of making
available a storehouse of knowledge, particularly focusing their concern
on educational need for republication. Max Roybal, Bennie Aragon,
Robert Aragon, Mike Alarid and Adele Cinelli-Hunley provided effective
leadership. Legislators Don L. King and Alex Martinez presented Senate
Bill #8 to the 1980 session of the New Mexico State Legislature and used
their influence and that of Governor and Mrs. Bruce King to insure
favorable consideration. The Board of the NMHR, speaking for followers
of New Mexico's important history, warmly thanks these friends for such
support.
Donald C. Cutter
Chairman, Editorial Board, NMHR
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-OF THE-

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
(as amended - Dec. 15, 1925)
Artl"'e I. -Name. -This Society shall be caHed the Historical Society ot
New Mexico.
Article 2.- Objects and Operation. -The objects of the Society shall be,
In general, the promotion ot historical studies; and in particular, the discovery, coHection, preservation, and publication of historical material, especiaHy such as relates to New Mexico.
Article 3.- Membership. -The Society shaH consist ot Members, Fellows,
Lite Members and Honorary Lite Members.
(a) Members. -Persons recommended by the Executive Council and
elected by the Society may become members.
(b) Fellows. -Members who show, by pUblished work, special aptitUde
for historical investigation may become Fellows. Immediately tollowlnc
the adoption ot this Constitution, the Executive Council shaH elect tlve
Fellows, and the body thus created may thereafter elect additional Fellows on the nomination ot the Executive Council. The number ot Fellows
shall never exceed twenty-five.
(c) Lite Members. -In addition to lite member" ot the Hlsterieal
Society ot New Mexico at the date ot tho adoption hereot, lluch other
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benetactors at the Society as shall pay Into its treasury at one time the
sum ot twenty-five dollars, or shall present to the Society an equivalent
In books, manuscripts, portraits, or other acceptable material ot an historical nature, may, upon recommendation by the Executive Council and
election by the Society, be classed as Life Members.
(d) UonorarT LUe Member•. -Person who have rendered eminent ser~
vice to New Mexico and others who have by publlshed' work contributed
to the historical Ilterature ot 'New Mexico or the Southwesi may become
Honorary Lite l\Iembers upon being recommended by the Executive Council and elected by thIS Society.
Article 4. -Officers. -The elective otflcers of the Society shall 'be &
president, two Vice-presidents, a corresponding secretary and treasurer,
and a recording secretary; and these five oUicers shall constitute the
Executlve Council with tull administrative powers.
OUlcers shall quallty on January 1st tollowlng their election, and shall
hold ottlce for the term ot two years and until their successors shall have
been elected and qualified.
Article Ii. -Elections. -At the October meeting of each odd-numbered
year, a nominating committee shall be named by the president ot the
Society and such committee shall make Its report to the Society at the
November meeting. Nominations may be made from the !loor and th(l
Society shall, in open meeting, proceed to elect its officers by ballot, those
nominees receiving.. a majority of the votes cast tor the respective oftice.
to be declared elected.
Article 6. -Dues. - Each Member, upon election, shall .pay a fee of two
dollars, which shall include the dues for the current callindar year and
a.nnually thereafter a fee of $1.00 payable in January at each calendar
year. Members may be dropped from the rolls of the Society at the discretion of the Executive Council for non-payment of dues.
Article 7. -Publlcations. -All pUbllcation at the Society and the selection and editing of matter fol' pUbllcation shall be under the dlrectioD.
11:1d control of the Executive Council.
Artide 8. -Meetings. -Monthly meetings of the Society shall be held at
the rooms of the Society on the third Tuesday of each month at Eight
P. M. The Executive Council !shall meet at any time upon ca.ll of the
President or of three of its members.
Article 9. -Quorums. -Seven members of the Society, and three members
of the Executive Council, shall constitute quorums.
Artide 10. -Amendments. -Amendments to this constitution shall become operative after being recommended by the Executive Council and
approved by two-thirds of the members present and voting at any regUlar
monthly meeting; provided, that notice of the proposed amendment shall
have been given 9.t a regular meeting of the Society. at least four week~
prior to the meetlng when such proposed amendment is passed upon by the
Society.

The Society meets in itls rooms, Palace of th,e Goviernors,
Santa Fe, on the third Tuesday evening each month.
BuHetins, as published, are mailed to members; at present,
subscription to thei REVIEW is additional.
Students and friends of Southwestern History are c(}'rdially
invited to beoome members. Applications should be addres'sed to the corresponding secretary, Mr. Lansing B. Bloom,
Santa Fe. New M'.exico.
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NEW MEXICO IN THE G-REAT WAR

(Continued)
V The Women's Part

The Woman's Auxiliary of the State Council of Defense came into being during the special session of the legislahu'e called by Governor Lindsey, May 1, 1917, when women delegates from each of the twenty-eight counties appointed by the War Committee for the purpose of forming
a Woman's Auxiliary to the State Council of Defense, met
at the State Capitol on May 5, ] 917, and elected the following officers:
Mrs. W. E. Lindsey, chairman; Mrs. A. A. Kellam, 1st
vice chairman; Mrs. H. J. Hammond, 2nd vice chainnan;
Mrs. F. L. Myers, secretary; Mrs. Walter M. Danburg assistant secreta?'y; Mrs. R. 1\1:. Fergusson, treasure?'; Mrs.
R. Harwell, auditor;
Chairmen at large: Mrs. A. A. Kellam, Albuquerque;
Mrs. R. Harwell, Estancia; Mrs. Walter M. Danbl1rg, Santa
Fe; Mrs. F. L. Myers, East Las Vegas.
Judicial Districts: 1st. Mrs. Otero-Warren, Santa Fe; 2nd.
Mrs. Alfred Grunsfeld, Albuquerque; 3rd Mrs. Henry Stoes,
Las Cruces; 4th. Mrs. W. E. Gortner, Las Vegas; 5th. Mrs.
J. T. Stalker, Clovis; 6th. Mrs. R. M. Fergusson, Tyrone;
7th. Mrs. M. C. Mechem, Socorro; 8th. Mrs. H. J. Hammond, Clayton.
Publicity Chairman: Mrs. Wm. P. Henderson, Santa Fe.
Subsequently county and precinct chairmen were appointed
throughout the State.
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New Mexico was thus one of the first states - if not
the first - to mobilize its women for war service through
an effective, state-wide organization.
As will be seen, the 'Voman's Auxiliary was formed
before the COml}lete organization of the 'Women's committee of the Council of National Defense, which was created
2.S a sub-committee of the Council of National Defense at
Washington, with Dr. Anna Howard Shaw as its chair. man. But with the appointment of Mrs. W. E. Lindsey,
wife of the governor, as state chairm2m of theWornen's
Committee of the Committee of National Defense, the Woman's Auxiliary became automatically the state division
of the national body, just as the sbte Councils of Defeme
\verc state divisions of the National Council of Defense.
As there was always a certain amount of confusion,
ho,vever, resulting from the fact that the New Mexico
division had a different name and a slightly different form
of state organization, the Woma~,-'s Auxiliary YVES r2crgan:ized in March, 1913, to con.fol'rn more closely b the other
sta~() di\'isions of the "\Voman's Committee of the National
(;ouncil of Defense, with state department heads as follovis:
H01LC'rary Clwirman: 1\'Irs. \iV. E. Lindsey, Santa Fe; State
Chairmcm: Mrs. Geo. W. Prichard; Dcpa,rt1!wnt of Registmtion, lVII'S. Kate Hall, Santa Fo; Victory Gardens, Mrs.
Isaac Ba:rth, Albuq~lerque; Food Cmwcnation, lVII'S. Walter
M. Danburg; Child vVelfar9, Mrs. l\Iux Nordhaus, Albuque!'que; Health Recreation and Social Service, Dr. Janet
Reid, Deming; LibeJ'ty Loan and Thrift Stamps, Mrs. Ho"\vard I-Iuey, Santa Fe; Public'ity, Mrs. R. E. Twitchell, Santa
Fe; Women in Industry, Mrs. H. L. Hall, Chama; W01nnn's
Land Army, Mrs. R. L. Fergusson, Tyrone; Patriotic Education and Amer-icanization, Mrs. Alfred Grunsfeld, Albuquerque; Home Economics, Mrs. Ruth C. Miller, Santa Fe;
Publicity Markets, Mrs. B. C. Hernandez, Canjilon; Home
and Foreign Relief, Mrs. A. B. Renehan.
In order to avoid confusion in this account, the term
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"Woman's Committee" will be used to apply equally to the
organization existing previous to March, 1918, as well as
that existing afterward. The two were in fact identical
in scope and purpose.
Before passing from the subject of organization, it
may be well to say a word in regard to the purpose of the
Woman's Committee of the Council of National Defense.
This Committee was created as a sub-committee of the
Council of National Defense "to co-ordinate the activities
and the resources of the organized and unorganized women
of the country in order that their power might be immediately utilized in time of need, and to supply a new and direct
channel of communication and co-operation between women
and governmental departments." It was meant as a vast
clearing-house of women's activities, to serve as a telephone
or railway system in a country that had before been wi'thout one; to serve as an artery, not only of trade and commerce, but of ideas and inspiration. And it abundantly
jUstified its promise.
It implies no discredit, however, to the women of New
Mexico to say that in the beginning they were a little mystified by the problem of organization. In a country so new,
so sparsely settled, and with geographical and racial conditions making each county as distinct from the next as many
states are, it is not surprising that the women knew more
about 1vor'/" than they did about o?'ganization. It took them
only a short time, however, to learn that the one is as important as the other, and it is a tribute and a credit to the
state that the unusual conditions confronting the women of
New Mexico were so far overcome that they not only produced tangible material results in the way of Red Cross
and Navy League work, contributions to all war funds, and
an increased production of food, but that when it came to
a thing like securing signatures to the Hoover Pledge cards,
they turned in results that averaged higher than those of
many more thickly populated, railway-articulated states!
16-
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For instance, the official tabulation of pledge card returns
at Washington credited New Mexico with 34% of familie~
signed up, whereas Massachusetts and New York eaeh had
'miy 27% and Ohio 24ro.
It is doubtful if one who, does not kno'vv the r-ctual
conditions can appreciate vvhat it meant to roll up the returns on 'those Hoover pledges in New Mexico! Little
things like getting stuck in the middle of an arroyo during
a cloud-burst and having to wait until the water subsidedif luckily one were not drowned by it - can hardly be appreciated by canvassers outside the state. Just what a
house canvass in New Mexico means can only be understood by one who has "jitneyed" by narrow gauge railway,
stage-coach, bronco, or burro over some of the rugged or
sandy landscape of New Mexico - where distances between
houses are measured not by blocks but by arroyos, mountains, or mesas. Nor is there another state in the union
in which one half of the population can not understand the
other half without an interpreter. And yet these things
only added to the zest with which the women of New Mexico tackled their problems. One thing, of course, which
simplified the problem was the fact that although the state
is bi-lingual, there was never the least question of disloyalty or of anything but complete willingness and a desire to
be of service on the part of New Mexico women. Nothing
could have been more inspiring than the deep earnestness
of the English, Spanish, and Indian speaking women wh,,'l
met over the canning kettle, or across the Red Cross table
where a common impulse moved them and a common purpose obviated any need of an interpreter - the will to win
the war! In New Mexico certainly it has been amply demonstrated that racial variety is indeed no barrier to national unity, when democracy and not autocracy is the government practised.
The women in New Mexico did not wait to be mobilized, they did not wait for organization ~ they went to
work. They knew what the women of England and France
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had done; they knew what the women of Belgium and
northern France and Servia and Poland and Armenia had
suffered; they knew what was expected of them. That is
why, in answer to requests for reports sent out during the
early part of 1917, letters like the following would come in:
"Our women are not indifferent; they are busy. They
are hard at work for the Red Cross and conserving and
drying and canning food, and in a quiet way they are doing
everything that they possibily can. They do not understand organization very well, but they will in a little while."
And this proved true. But the point to be emphasized
is the fact that the women of New Mexico were doers rather
than talkers; theirs was not an organization existing only
on paper, but an organization of hands and hearts.
During the summer of 1917 dozens of letters like the
following one came in:
"While only a few of the districts in the county have
sent in a written report of the work they are accomplishing, we find, on investigation, that the women of the county are. quietly and earnestly practising economy and conservation in their homes. All with whom we have talked
say that they have doubled and trebled their usual supply
of canned and dried fruit and vegetables."
In this brief summary it will not be possible to do more
than indicate some of the things accomplished by the women of New Mexico. Statistics and figures are historically
far less important than the mass result and the spirit underlying its achievements. It is enough to say that the
women of New Mexico never failed to give what was
required of them - and mo're, abundantly more.
Whatever the powers at war may have thought about
it in the beginning, they soon realized that this war could
not be won without the women. In England and France
the influence of the women, in industries, military and
civil, can not be measured. In this country the first recognition of the supreme need for co-operation on the part
of the WOmen was in the appeal of the Food Administration
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to the women of the United States to win the war by saving and conserving food. Millions of hungry people overseas had to be fed, and only strict economy and conservation could accomplish the task. This was so largely in the
hands of the women of the nation that each one felt it a personal responsibility to do her utmost.
In New Mexico the co-operation of the women was
hearty and enthusiastic. Home gardens and open markets
were urged by the Women's Committee in letters and articles sent to the press throughout the state, with gratifying results. At Santa Fe particularly the open market
maintained during the two summers of 1917 and 1918 was
a notable success. In connection with the conservation of
food, the Hoover Food Administration pledge cards, asking
each woman to pledge herself to follow the directions of the
Food Administration and observe certain wheatless and
meatless meals and days, were issued and distributed by
the Woman's Committee; and a remarkably high percentage of returns was received, as noted above.
With these cards' were also sent out the registration
blanks of the Woman's Committee, following the model
furnished by the National Board. These cards served
somewhat the purpose of a selective draft and questionnaire
combined. Each woman who signed pledged herself for a
limited or complete amount of service and time, should the
lleed arise, and specified also her particular capacity and
training in any given line. Many women in the beginning
did not understand the special function of classification to
be served by these cards. Many, who were already devoting every moment of their spare time to war activities,
thought that some further pledge was here demanded of
them, instead of the mere statement of the time and service already contributed by them; for this reason the registration returns were not as high as those of the Hoover food
pledge cards, but they were nevertheless remarkably
high considering all the circumstances, and registration was
still going on when the war stopped.
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Both these registration blanks aHd the Hoover cards
were print-fOd in Spanish and English at the expense of the
State Council of Defense and distributed to the county
chairmen of the 'iYoman's Committee, who, with their precinct chairmen and special committees, conducted the canvass.
The one engrossing subject during this period was the
subject of FOOD: food production, food conservation, food
preservation. To give the period a nan'le, we may call it
the period of 'the search for the substitute." Innumerable
meetings \vere held devoted to the subject of the discovery
and adaptability of all substitutes for wheat flom or for
meat, and other foods which the Food Administration wanted conserved.
Substitute menus were prepared and discussed, and
wherever two or three women were gathered together, it
was pretty sure that the subject under discussion was the
relative advantages of suggested substitutes. In co-oper~
ation with the local branches of the Woman's Committee,
the home demonstrators from the State College of Agriculture held meetings throughout the state, demonstrating
the latest methods of canning or drying fruits and vegetables. Incidentally, in connection with these meetings it
was discovered that New Mexico, owing to its climate and
traditions, had advantages over other states in so far as the
preservation of food was concerned, not only because of
the favorable dryness of the atmosphere but also because
almost all the natives and ranch women knew and practiced
the art of drying fruit and vegetables. The following letter
from a county chairman is an example of many similar reports:
"Our native women carefully dry apples, peaches,
pears, plums, sweet corn, green and red chili, also meat.
Most of our American housekeepers dry the fruits and
corn, and can fruits, vegetables, pickles, etc.
The Indians also dry cantaloupes, cut in half, with
seeds and outer skin removed.
All ranchers bury (or pit) potatoes, cabbage, beets,
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turnips and carrots for winter use and store squash and
pumpkins."
At the request of the Food Administration, descriptions and photographs of native and Indian methods of drying food ,vere sent to the headquarters at Washington.
During the Patriotic Week at Albuquerque, food
kitchens were maintained at which the latest menus and
substitutes were demonstrated. The Food Show in the
New Museum at Santa Fe, held under the auspices of Mrs.
Walter Danburg, state chairman of the Food Department,
and Mrs. Harry L. Wilson, chairman of the library division
of the food administration, was illustrative of the intense
interest on the part of the women in one another's recipes.
Bread, cakes, and candies made from all kinds of substitutes for ,vheat or sugar were exhibited with the menus
appended, and throngs of women came and tasted and spent
hours copying one another's recipes for use in their' own
homes. Later on these recipes were printed in the Santa
Fe New iYJe:cican and circulated through the state by the
Food Administration.
The Food Show was followed by a Potato Show, stimulating the use of potato dishes in order to dispose of the
mammoth supply which would otherwise have gone to waste
and in order to release other foods to be shipped abroad.
These few instances, of course, are merely typical of
other food shows and other meetings held throughout the
state.
On June 24-29, 1918, a "Mother-Daughter" Congress
was held at Albuquerque under the joint auspices of the
State Agricultural College, the State Food Administration,
the State Council of Defense, and the Woman's Committee.
To this congress all the counties sent several "teams," each
team consisting of a mother and a young girl - hence the
title of the congress - to learn the latest methods of home
economics and other branches of domestic and social service. Lectures and demonstrations were given by experts
of national reputation. Three separate kitchens were
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maintained by the Food Administration, the Extension
Service division of the College, and the Woman's Committee of the Council of Defense. At these on successive days
there were canning, drying, bread-making, cheese-making,
and pinto-bean demonstrations, and demonstrations of
other "home economic" subjects.
Of course, during this period of the "search for the
substitutes," other ~ctivities went on and, indeed, multiplied. Red Cross work never flagged. At the same time,
there were many "drives" for relief funds, for Red Cross
and allied purposes, for comfort kits for the soldiers in
camp, for the Smilage Campaign, for the Permanent Blind
Relief Funds, for the Armenian and Servian Relief funds,
for the Liberty Loan bonds - all these were either helped
or actually pushed over the top by the women.
In all the Liberty Loan drives the women played a
conspicuous part. At the time of the first Liberty Loan
sale the women were barely organized; the campaign for
the second will be remembered by the Liberty bonfires
which were collected and lit by the women throughout the
state; and when the time came for the third and fourth
campaigns the women, splendidly organized, under the
chairmanship of Mrs. Howard Huey, were sending out
teams that worked well abreast of and sometimes out distanced the men's committees. During the Fourth drive,
the women of one county outdistanced the Men's Committee by approximately $100,000.00. In another, the two
chairmen reported sales made by the Woman's Committee
alone which practically doubled the county quota. In a
third, the women's chairman took over the work of the
men's chairman; who was ill with influenza, and under her
direction committees of both men and women doubled the
county quota, of which amount the women obtained three
fourths. Indeed, in many of the counties the women obhiined a large percentage of the amount subscribed, chiefly
through a house to house campaign for bonds, most of these
being of small denomination. As an effective aid to cam-
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paigning, and as a general patriotic incentive, mention must
be made of the Liberty Choruses, instituted in every town
and village through the department of Patriotic Education
and Americanization
of which Mrs. Alfred Grunsfeld was
\
state chairman. At every important rally, these Choruses
sang patriotic songs, and in many places, as one report
reads, the Liberty Chorus "literally sang the Liberty Loan
over the top!"
In every phase of home and foreign relief the women
were equally active.
It is impossible to give any estimate of the Red Cross
work done by the women of the state, since there was no
separate state head of the organization - the work of the
state coming under the Rocky Mountain division with
headquarters at Denver - but the state had been well
organized, and innumerable cases of knitted goods, refuge garments, hospital and first-aid supplies were shipped to the headquarters at Denver. Not only in the larger
towns, but in the most remote mountain villages and in the
Indian pueblos, Red Cross auxiliaries piled up work representing the devoted service of women to the cause of
winning the war. In the Indian pueblos of San Juan and
Santa Clara, to mention single instances. it was recorded
that Indian womeen "have knitted svveaters, socks, scarfs,
and made kits for the soldiers; have made dozens of bandages, sponges, wipes, handkerchiefs, tray cloths, etc., for
the hospitals; and children's dresses, underwear, hoods
and baby clothes for the refugees, these latter being trimmed with fancy stitches and crocheted edges showing their
loving interest in the work. Even the children did their
part in making gun wipes." It goes without saying that
in all the larger towns the women carried on the Red Cross
work with enthusiasm and determination, the work usually
representing the sacrifice of all the leisure time at their
disposal, as well as a curtailment of regular domestic
duties. Nor did the work cease with the signing of the
armistice. All the Red Cross branches continued to turn
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,out clothes for destitute children and citizens of the warstricken countries.
Although the campaign for the Fund for the Fatherless Children of France was instituted somewhat late in
New J'irexico, the state was soon supporting 130 French
orphans and almost all of these were adopted after August,
1918, vihen J'rIrs. 1. H. Rapp became stn1;e chairman for the
Fund. It was estimated that there W'3re in France about
5,OOO,OOOchild,"en \vho were without fathers as a result of
the war. Tn ordel' to make it possible ror these children
tO'remain '\'.'1th their famiJier., and grov'! up and rebuild and
perpet:late the nation that has m8ant and means so much
to the cause of civilization and liberty, this American fund
',vas started. It cost but 10 cents a day, $36.50 a year, to
tecome a rs'o3TJD.rent to one of these children, and the Fund
l.E)':le~'tool-: to fill New Mexico's quota of 488 children.
It
i3 interestin~;' to note that the Gi:d Scouts of Santa Fe w€"!:e
the fil'st org'anization in Ne\v Mexico to adopt a French
orphan. They gave a dinner hoping to make enough to
HdOlJt 0118, and made enough fm' three; later they teok two
lnOl"-2.

Indeed, no account of VVom2;n's war activities in New
Tdexico would be complete without mention of the Girl
2conts, who fetehed and carried for the Red Cross, collected
newspapers and fruit pits, tended babies for mothers who
wished to do Red Cross v/Ork, and in every way contributed
',';,HEng and efficient service.
A movement brought into existence by the war of farreaching importance was that of the Woman's Land Army
which, in New l\lexico, achieved quite remarkable results.
Of course a great deal of work in this line was accomplished before any organization had been perfected; women
in many districts helped save fruit and grain crops notably in San Juan county in 1917; and of all this great
amount of work no report is available. That the supply
of food thus saved was very great, however, there can be
no question. In the spring of 1918, however, under the
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organization achieved by the state chairman of this department, Mrs. R. L. Fergusson, the movement began to take
definite shape. The work was undertaken with the thought
that American women might have to take the place of men
on the land as French and English women had done. Working in connection \'\lith the county agricultural agents the
Woman's Committee made a survey of the labor problem
in each county, and women and girls were organized preparatory to help. When the harvest and fruit seasons
came, various "squads" were assigned to certain districts,
and the squad invariably made good, as was attested by
their employers. To give but a few instances: in Mimbres
Valley, Grant county, eight women mowed, raked, and
stacked sixteen tons of hay. In the Gila Valley, Grant County, about thirty women and boys proved that they could
pick and pack fruit so that it arrived at market in perfect
condition, and at Mountain Park, Otero County, fifty women practically solved the problem of labor shortage and
saved the fruit crop; the estimates proved that they handled
about 31 % of the crop-picking, grading and packing of
about 27,700 boxes of apples. These women came from
ten counties in the state. Most of the workers slept on the
floor on alfalfa or pine boughs; the heat in the harvest
fields where these women worked was often 110-116 degrees at noon; yet all not only survived the work but were
physically benefitted by it without exception. During the
excessive heat, the working hours for the "harvest hands"
were from 6 :30 to 11 :30 A. M.; 3 :00 until 8 :00 P. M. with
a short interval at five o'clock for tea. Such an organization abundantly proved that in a war emergency, the women could do their bit as effectively and willingly in this
country as in England and France.
Of incalculable importance was the Child Welfare
division of the Woman's Committee, which did splendid
work in New Mexico under the joint auspices of the Woman's Committee, the Federated Women's Clubs, and the
State Council of Defense with Mrs. Max Nordhaus as

NEW MEXICO IN THE GREAT WAR

243

Chairman of the Child Welfare department of the Woman's
Committee and Dr. Edgar L. Hewett of the School of
American Research at Santa Fe as director of examinations. This work was under the supervision of the Children's Bureau of the Department of Labor of which Miss
Julia Lathrop was the head.
For the purpose of examining all children in the state
under six years of age, an appropriation of $1500 was made
by the State Council of Defense and a training school for
workers \vas instituted at Santa Fe during the week of
September 16-23, 1918. In instituting this training course
New Mexico had the advantage of the experience of other
states conducting earlier campaigns, in which the mistake
was made of having the examinations made by women not
adequately trained. At the Child Welfare conference in
Santa Fe the instruction in mental testing was given by a
trained expert, Miss Montana Hastings of San Diego,
California, and the work in physical examination by Dr.
Hewett and several Santa Fe physicians. Forty-one delegates from various counties attended the conference, each
of these women pledging herself to give at least six weeks
to the work of examining the children in her community.
Instruments required for different physical measurements and tests were made by the children in the manual
training dasses of the Santa Fe High School and by children in the Indian School at Albuquerque, these children
themselves manifesting deep interest in the work.
The work was progressing well and many children
had been examined when unfortunately the influenza
epidemic intervened. It is estimated that 300,000 children
die annually in the United States of preventable causes,
and of this number it is estimated that a high percentage
could be saved through examination, diagnosis, and treatment. Undertaken primarily as a war measure, to repair
the losses of the men killed in action, this work is an equally
important peace measure- too 'obvious to be neglected by
any enlightened state. For child welfare means adult wel-
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fare - the welfare of the community and the state. The
detection in childhood of physical and mental delinquencies,
involving their correction whenever possible, is of such
far-reaching importance that no progressive state can afford to ignore this avenue of social improvement. It is to
be hoped that New IVlexico will create some permanent state
fund for continuing this work, and create and maintain a
childrer:'s bureau, as other stutes are now doing.
In connection with this work may be mentioned the
work of the Woman's Committee under the department of
Health, Recreation and Social Service. This department,
under the chairmanship of Dr. Janet Reid of Deming, did
much for the social betterment of the soldiers in camp, cooperating in every respect with the government in this important work.
There are many phases of this social service work of
vital importance to the state, not only during war but in
time of peace, but the subject is too extensive to be gone
into here.
One of the last features of the activity of the Woman's
Committee before the signing of the armistice was the registration of women as student nurses to fill the place of
those sent abroad. Under the chairmanship of Mrs. Kate
Hall, 77 women and young girls from the various counties
were registered for this service.
It is to be regretted that this account can not embrace
the activities of every group of women and of every woman in New Mexico who cO•. t.ributed services to the work of
winning the war, but a list 01 these and of their accomplishments would require a separate volume. It seems highly
fitting, however, that tribute should be paid to Mrs. W. E.
Lindsey, who, as active state chairman, devoted an unlimited amount of time and energy to the organization of
the Woman's Committee, and whose interest and co-operation never ceased even after the preSSUl"e of other duties
made her relinquish the active chairmanship to Mrs. Geo.
W. Prichard, who, in her turn, carried on and developed
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to a high degree of efficiency the work begun by her predecessor. But indeed all the officers of the organization,
and all the "privates," deserve "service stars" for their
willing and patriotic contribution of time and effort to
the cause.
As will be seen from this all too fragmentary summary, the work of the women of New Mexico was constructive throughout. That is why it seems essential that it
should be continued through some permanent form of organization. Certainly there can be no doubt that the period
of re-construction is as vital as was our winning the war.
Even from this brief outline of what the women of New
Mexico did -and the half has not been stated-it is evident that with concerted effort they might accomplish untold benefits for the community and for the state in times
of peace. It is to be hoped therefore that most of these departments of the Woman's Committee of the Council of Defense may be maintained and perpetuated for the good of
the community.
The generosity, the sacrifice, the will to serve on the
part of the women of New Mexico during the war was impressive. Their spirit of public enterprise, of social intelligence, co-operation and faith should augur well for the
future of the commonwealth.
ALICE CORBIN HENDERSON.

VI

The Press and Public Opinion

Like a corps of well disciplined veterans, the newspapers of New Mexico without a moment's wavering fell
into battle line and placed themselves voluntarily at the
disposal of the government and all the recognized agencies
that were bent upon winning the war. It was nothing short
of marvelous, epoch-making, the unanimity of spirit and
action. Public opinion responded enthusiastically to the
leadership thus unselfishly assumed by the press. The
seedlings of sedition, of pro-Germanism, even of dissent
carefully planted, it seemed, by enemy propaganda, weak17
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ened and died under the withering comment of news and
editorial columns, while at the same time the plants of
courage, of self-sacrifice, of patriotism took deeper root
and grew rapidly and flourished. The blast that consumed
the forces of disintegration on the one hand, also fanned
the fires of national consciousness into flames that leaped
the Atlantic. This unanimity of the press, especially in
New Mexico, was the more surprising when one remembers that the right of dissent, or to fight the party in power,
or to attack officials, is not only the most cherished palladium of the press, but also iS,in many instances, the
reason for the existence of many a newspaper. It is true
to a large extent, that the newspaper which isn't fighting
something or somebody in high places, or isn't scolding this
or the other official in every issue, soon loses influence and
esteem and, with these, loses subscribers and business. The
press that had made it its business continually to question
motives, to harp against officials and government action,
all at once admitted that "theirs was not to reason why"
but simply to do what the government deemed best for the
winning of the war.
This unanimity, it must be said emphatically, was not
inspired by narrow, local self-interest or fear. It was not
the unanimity that at times is purchased by favors or
brought about by coercion. There was no reptilian press
in New Mexico. If anything, the Federal government
treated the newspapers in a step-fatherly fashion. It
mulcted them by increasing the cost of the mails to them,
which newspaper owners had to pay in addition to the taxes
which fell upon them as upon everyone else. It restricted
the amount of paper they could use and even prohibited
their giving credit to subscribers or exchanging free copies
with other publications.
The censorship never weighed heavily upon New
Mexico papers nor was the espionage law necessary to keep
them in line and in step. In most instances, the New Mexico press went farther than the Government in combating
disloyalty, pro-Germanism and other "isms" that were not
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in hearty accord with America's methods and spirit during the War. It is undoubtedly due to this solidarity of the
press in insisting upon the most outspoken patriotism, that
there were comparatively few cases of real disloyalty
brought to the attention of the authorities during the entire war. It was an example of altruism that would accomplish marvels for the State in other fields if it were
possible to center intellig<:mtly the support of the 140 or so
periodical publications in the State in favor of any given
specific cause.
It must be said, however, that it was fortunate for
Nation and State that the War came to the United States
after the presidential campaign of 1916 had been fought,
after the president had been again inagurated, after the
new congress was organized and after most of the state
legislatures had completed their sessions. It was the most
auspicious time for an era of good feeling in which partisanship would be forgotten in a great common cause. It
was fortunate too, that the War had been practically won
before the congressional and state campaigns of 1918 were
in full swing, for voices of disagree ment, of severe criticism, again found utterance as the campaign progressed and
here in New Mexico too, President Wilson and his politics,
the State Council of Defense and the conduct of the War
were criticised with partisan bitterness from October on,
when according to Frank H. Simonds of the American Review of Reviews, the military decision of the Great War
had come at Cambria and St. Quentin.
One can not measure adequately the beneficent result
of the solidarity of the New Mexico press in aiding the Nation in every manner possible to win the War. The happenings along the border had brought forth sharp criticism in
New Mexico and inspired vigorous conflict of opinion. The
disintegration of the National Guard upon its return to
home armories and the fight waged in the Legislature to
abolish it altogether, were not conducive to voluntary enlistment. But the press of New Mexico quickly wrought
a change of sentiment and it was due to its insistence that
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New Mexico men must give unquestioning allegiance, that
practicially one half of the military enlistments, besides all
of the naval recruits, were volunteers, and that when the
draft came, there was a willing response to the Nation's
call. For reasons given in other chapters, the situation in
New Mexico was far more difficult and complicated than
in other states and the draft boards readily acknowledged
that but for the liberal support and patriotic fervor of the
press, the task of calling the men to the colors would have
been infinitely more burdensome. The opposition of the
press, even if it could not have defeated conscription, would
have made its enforcement a continuous riot. The Nation
and the people should recognize that the press was the fulcrum for the lever that furnished the power which raised
armies, supplied billions of dollars, and upheld the morale
of the country. Other interests may have given as generously and as whole heartedb.. but certainly none gave more
effectively than did the newspapers in every cause for the
winning of the War.
If one were to figure the value of the space given to
the Liberty Loan, Red Cross, United War Work and other
drives, the sum would be formidable indeed, although it
could in no way compare with the value of the editorial
support of the War by the newspapers. In the United War
Work campaign in November, 1918, four daily newspapers
in Albuquerque, Las Vegas, and Santa Fe gave free of
charge something like 400 columns of editorial and other
reading matter. The other newspapers did as well in proportion. Multiply this by the number of the various other
causes supported at that and other times, and the total
during the nineteen months of war amounted to thousands.
of pages. It must be remembered that this was in addition
to the actual news of the war, the news notes about the
men who participated, and the space given to advertisers,
all of which aided in bringing the conflict home to the
people and to maintain their fervor for the American cause.
During the War; the records show, not one New Mex-
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ico newspaper was prosecuted under the Espionage Act.
In only one instance was the loyalty of an editor questioned
and that was more for utterances made by his newspaper
before the United States had declared war than for any
expressions or acts afterwards. In fact, the paper concerned was most zealous in its support of President Wilson
. and his politics and long before the end of the War dissipated any and all doubt about its patriotism. True, most
of the papers of the State print no editorial expressions
.except during the heat of a political campaign, and some
of them carried very little if any news or comment on the
war itself, but they all gave liberally of their space to the
war causes and to the local aspects of war policies and acts
and thus helped to crystallize public opinion in favor of
the draft, assisted in raising billions of dollars through
taxation and popular loans, and dissipated whatever sentiment there existed against the Allies, especially Great
Britain. At the same time it assured parents that their
sons received every care and attention in camp and cantonment, that the boys were safeguarded as far as humanly
possible against immoral and sinister influences, and aroused local pride to emulation of the example set by other communities.
Several New Mexico newspapermen gave their time
freely as publicity agents· in various drives. E. Dana
Johnson, editor of the Santa Fe New Mexican, was in
charge, for instance, of the publicity for the State Food
administration. Guthrie Smith was editor of the New
Mexico War News. for the State Council of Defense, State
Senator A. V. Lucero taking charge of the Spanish edition.
Willard E. Holt of the Deming Graphic became secretary
of Camp Activities at Camp Cody. Quite a number of newspaper employees enlisted either in active military service
or in war construction work, Lieut. Frank Newkirk, editor
of the Pecos Valley News at Artesia for instance, serving
in France. Several newspapers were seriously crippled because their employees had gone to war. If there were any
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slackers in any respect among the State's journalists, the
public records available do not disclose it. It is safe to say
that the War left no New Mexico publisher richer in material wealth than he wen t into it.
It is interesting to follow the evolution of newspaper
opinion in 'New Mexico from the day that Austria declared
war upon Servia until the days that followed the armistice
and it is significant that right from the start, the bulk of
New Mexico newspapers were anti-German if not pro-Ally.
As early as August 2, 1914, the Albuquerque Morning
Journal said editorially:
"Whatever may occur to the other nations involved,
Germany will be crushed. It is hardly probable 'that she
will come out of the struggle, if real war ensue, without
the loss of Alsace and Lorraine to France and of German
Poland to Russia. It is not likely that Great Britain would
permit further diminution of the e'mpire, because it would
seriously disturb the balance of power in Europe, which
the English nation has been building up since the downfall
of Napoleon."
However, in those early days, the Journal as most
other papers, did not place the blame for the War entirely
on the Central Empires. Says an editorial on August 1,
1914:
"Nor is Austria, from its own point of view, to- blame
for this present grave condition. Austria precipitated it,
to be sure, but the crisis is really due to conditions that
make a conflict inevitable. Servi~ is not entirely a viCtim."
Very early in the 'War, the press recognized the real
German aim. Said the Albuq?w1'que Morning Journal on
August 3, 1914:
"The real contest centers about the spirit of pan-Germanism, as represented by Russia and the Balkan states.
The key to the situation has been the kaiser ..... The game
Germany has played is a terribly perilous one. We of the
United States can only hope that the punishment nearly
sure to come to her may not be too severe, for to the German people this Nation and the World owe a debt of lasting

NEW MEXICO IN TIlE GREAT WAR

251

gratitude for the great advances they have made in learningandresearch work which has blessed all mankind."
Still, the Journal as well as many other newspapers,
was mistaken about the strength of Russia. It headed its
leading editorial on August 4, 1914: "Russia the Unconquerable," and predicted that Russia "may dictate peace
from Vienna or Berlin. The other powers combined could
dictate peace from St. Petersburg."
As early as August 7, 19H, the Journal pointed to the
necessity of a shipping program by the United States, saying:
"It is not likely that the war will last long enough to
shift world shipping to the American flag as largely as
it was shifted a century ago, but such temporary impulse
would utilize our ocean shipping more than subsidies."

The editorial attitude of the Morning Journal is cited
because it became immediately articulate in its opinion upon war events and was not prone to take its cue merely
from the press of the great news centers of America. However, there are other newspapers in New Mexico of whom
this can be said although the Journal, being the only morning and every-day publication in New Mexico, had, independent of its statewide, large subscription-list, a considerable influence in shaping the opinions of many of the other
newspapers. It was important therefore that the Journal
recognized early in the War that the press mw,;t be solidly
behind the American authorities, for it said on August 9,
1914:
"It is the duty of the press, of the civil authorities,
and of the people themselves, no matter what their personal sympathies and antipathies may be, to speak calmly.
It is the duty of everyone at an hour like this to hold his
tongue."

The press right from the start recognized the hopelessness of Germany's ambition. On August 14, 1914, the
Santa Fe New Mexican said:
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"It is hard to believe that Germany can get off with
what she has undertaken."

However, the New Mexican, like the Journal, evidently
believed at that time that the blame was not entirely on
Berlin and Vienna, for in speaking of the death of the Pope
on August 20, 1914, and his dying appeal for peace, it said:
"And how blasphemous, in contrast, appear the boasting of Gaul and Teuton and Russ and Anglo-Saxon each
that 'God is on our side' !"
In fact, the New Mexico daily papers were loath to
believe the first stories of German outrages in Belgium.
Said the New Mexican on August 20, 1914:
"It is only fairness to call attention to the fact that the
daily dispatches picturing the alleged barbarity and inhumanity of the Germans come entirely from prejudiced
sources and entirely through partisan channels."

On August 26, 1914, the Albuquerque Morning Journal
expressed itself on the same subject as follows:
"We are having the usual crop of stories that always
come with any war, of outrages perpetrated by one set of
belligerents on soldiers of the other and on the non-combatants
It is always well to djscount stories of this
sort, especially when they are told while the passions of
war still rage and while those who tell them have a direct
interest in influencing public opinion against their adversaries. War is not a parlor game. It is decidedly rough.
Adherents of one side of the struggle are not apt to be any
too gentle with those of the other. Charges of brutality are
to be expected when one set of men are trying their utmost
to kill another
In every army there are soldiers of
brutal instincts commanded by officers who do not exercise the proper restraint over them."
On August 16, 1914, the Morning Journal foreshadowed a League of Nations as the solution for the war problem. It said:
"The barriers between men are artificial. Take them
down in a federation of some kind and men will not fjght.
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They don't need to and they don't wish to. War is the great
illusion. The United States proves it."
Two days later, the Journal expressed the opinion that
the War would end soon. At least, it said:
"The war cannot last for years unless the armies of
Europe and the peoples of Europe fall back upon primitive
conditions, for they cannot support the war financially. It
is estimated that the cost of it now is approximately $50,000,000 a day. At that rate, Europe will, as Bismark predicted of the first great war, be bled as white as veal."
But it was only two weeks later, that the Journal came
to the conclusion:
"The more Germany succeeds, the more certain it is
that the war will be a long one. But there can be but one end
to it-Germany will be crushed, but at an awful price of
blood and treasure."
It was on the same day that the Journal said:
·"It is easy to guess that fully ten million voters in the
United States are thankful that Theodore is not now president."
The next day, the Journal again referred to the stories
of atrocities in Belgium:
"We may take with several grains of salt the stories
of atrocities committed by the Germans
We must
remember there were crops of such stories of American
outrages in the Philippines and of British outrages committed against the Boers. While war is hell, most of such
reports are false."
However, all of New Mexico's newspapers became
more and more convinced that the stories of German brutality in Belgium and France were the truth and their comment became increasingly bitter. Most pronounced in its
anger, even after the signing of the armistice, was the
Albuquerque Evening Herald, which insisted that Germany
and its people must be made to pay the last ounce of their
ability and even referred to the attitude of Shylock in demanding the fulfilling of his contract, as the proper one

254

. NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW'

to assume toward ~rmany's petitions to modify the terms
of the armistice.
The Las Vegas Optic was filled with similar indignation, and said editorially on Christmas Eve, 1918:
"There is something sickening in the contrast between
smug, cbmfortable Germany, welcoming her soldiers after
their debauch of wanton cruelty, and these poor, desolate
French towns with their more desolate people. It is well
to bear this contrast in mind, as the peace conference assembles. Then there will be little danger that any peace
terms dictated to Germany will seem too harsh to any nation save Germany herself. As a matter of fact, it will be
a difficult matter for any men inherently decent to impose terms that are harsh enough to be adequate punishment for all the ruin and horror that Germany has
wrought."
If any provocative was needed to set the newspapers of
New Mexico more firmly against Germany, it was the
sinking of the Lusitania. The Albuquerque Morning Joumal
said in commenting on this wanton act:

"The act of the German submarine admits no excuse.
That it was planned by the German Navy, with the full assent of the kaiser's government, cannot be doubted. It's
planning was as deliberate as its execution was dastardly.
But it does not constitute cause for war by this country.
The sinking of the Gull/light, from the viewpoint of international law, was far more serious . . . As for Germany,
the sinking of the Lusitania, in the language of Talleyrand,
was worse than a crime, it was a blunder. That act has
caused a shudder of horror throughout the civilized world,
far greater than was caused by the wanton destruction of
Louvain. It gives more color to the charge by Germany's
enemies that crass materialism, in which mercy, justice
and God are not considered, rules the thought and the actions of that empire and inspires its policies of government."
The Santa Fe New Mexican declared on May 10, 1915:
"At one blow the German nation has forfeited and irretrievably lost the sympathy and moral support of the
people of America in her war with the allies."
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Still, newspaper opinion in New Mexico was not yet
ready for war with Germany. Said the New Mexican on
May 8,1915:
"The time is not one for precipitate action; but it is
one for absolutely determined and unwavering action, no
time for temporizing. The assassination or attempted assassination of American men, women and children is the
culmination of a series of outrages upon America, American citizens and the American flag."
The Morning Journal added on May 3, 1915:
"We can hardly conceive of the sending of an American expeditionary force across the Atlantic to take part
in the war in Belgium and in France. Besides, the allies
have all the fighting forces there that can be used effectively."
Less than a year's persistence of Germany in its unrestricted submarine warfare changed all this and New
Mexico papers sturdily swung in line for war to the hilt.
Yet, as late as March 2, 1917, the Glenrio Tribune-Progress
queried and answered, editorially:
" 'Is the pacifist a traitor or patriot?' asks the Literary
Digest. Decidedly the latter, for he or she prevents, by
honest means, harm coming to the good old U. S. A."
The New Mexican on March 20, 1917, put it very
strongly when it said:
"It is well to bear in mind that when the last ditch is
crossed we have been driven and bullied and pushed and
goaded across it by the German in a way never before
known in history. And it is well to bear in mind that the
man in America who at this pass will seek to justify Germany for murder of Americans, for murder of Americans
on the high seas, is little different virtually from the man
who directs the torpedo's flight from the bowels of the
Teuton submarine. Certainly, he has no business in the
United States. For a couple of years the United States
has been warred upon and has not resisted. And the Germans say we are 'seeking it'!"

On April 1, 1917, the Morning Journal declared:
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"We have to lick the Kaiser, but that is no reason why
we should make every man who was born in Germany the
object of our wrath."
On April 2, 1917, the Journal said further:
"We must fight with every ounce of powder we haveevery dollar, every pound of man-power in the industries,
at home or in the trenches abroad."
The following day an editorial heading confidently
proclaimed: "Democracies always Win," and on April 4,
1917, two editorial headings were: "We must be One
People," and "Show your Patriotism." On April 8, editorial
captions announced confidently "The Kaiser Must Go," and
"No Weak Peace." Yet there was still compassion for the
enemy, for the Journal in speaking of the fruits of the war
which would accrue from a victorious peace, said: "It will
result in the liberation of the German people themselves."
Truly it seems the spirit of prophesy does at time dwell in
editorial sanctums.
Yet, less than two weeks later, the Journal exclaimed
editorially:
"What is the matter with New Mexico?
We can't respond, 'She's all right,' because she is not.
We are without friends, without organization, without head or tail."
However, this was merely a wail in a determined campaign to force the calling of a special session of the legislature. Some of the 'newspapers were not convinced that
a special session was necessary but once it was called,
practically every newspaper admitted the wisdom of the
step and approved of the action taken. There was division
over some of the measures hastily proposed and over the
question of the emergency appropriation for war purposes.
But there never has been any hesitancy about the general
proposition that everything must be done to help the nation
win the War. Said the Tucumcari American:
"The gravity of the situation is not understood by the
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rabble, but the patriotic American who must stand or fall
under the folds of Old Glory, who is looking with a clear vision in the future and who is steeled for the conflict, is not
giving up any blarney. He realizes what war with its incident train of disaster, its destruction of. property and life
and its miserable miseries may bring to our loved country.
War is a sacrifice; war is misery, and Sherman was right,
when he said: War is hell. But, we are in it. Some
men doubt that there was ever a just war. Others love it
for war's sake, and the soldier of fortune is conspicuous
in romance, and it is not impossible that a man who has
nothing to do with bringing it about is among the first to
take up arms in the defense of the flag. No rational human being wants war, but the heritage of liberty, handed
down to us by the founders of this government, no matter
what the cause that brings its perpetuation into jeopardy,
must be defended with the life and property of the nation.
And in entering into the war, let us stand unitedly in both
spirit and purpose and let harmony and unity guide and
temper our action. Let us do the right thing under the
circumstances always and give our substance and our loyal
service to the country."
On April 13, 1917, the Silver City Enterprise broke
an editorial lance in defense of the National Guard which
had been in service on the Mexican Border. At the same
time, the Enterprise spoke as follows of conscription:
"As a matter of fact there is nothing undemocratic
about the draft system. Certain things necessary for the
welfare of the country must be done. Every man of military age should be considered ready to serve his country
when called upon and a careful selection, made with all the
facts available, would probably work the minimum hardship. In any event the pay should be made commensurate
with the service rendered."
The Enterprise a month later commended the special
session of the legislature as follows:
"The special session of the legislature which adjourned
Tuesday took only eight days to transact all its business
and adopted measures of great value to the state in the
present national crisis. Such a good record naturally
arouses the envy and malice of those small-souled people
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and newspapers who would inject politics into a situation
which requires at this time great patience, foresight, judgment, and compi8te laying aside of all prejudices, political
and otherwise."
The Tatum Democrat was not so favorably impressed,
for it printed:
"The New Mexico legislature is in session and its sessions are, as usual, marked with a lot of useless juggling
and cheap wrangling. If there be any statesmanship in a
man it surely would show up at a critical period like now."
The Carrizozo News, had both praise and blame, for
it delivered itself of the following editorially:
"At this time and at this distance it appears that
the people of New Mexico have the upper house of the
state legislature to thank for killing some rather questionable war legislation proposed by the lower house. No crisis
in the Country's affairs is of sufficient gravity it would
seem to overcome the small bore politician's propensity to
play politics."
Even more severe were several of the criticisms of Democratic papers in commenting upon the appointment of the
State Council of Defense by the State's Executive, charging him with appointing too few Democrats. The Las Vegas
Journal, the Sierra Free Press and the Portales Valley
News were among those especially outspoken. At the same
time, the Estancia N ews-Herald pounced upon the float representative from Torrance, Santa Fe and Guadalupe counties for introducing and having passed by the lower house
a measure to tax the railroads on cars and eTigines by the
'car mile,' a procedure, which, according to the News
Herald, would have taxed the Santa Fe Railroad to the extent of $3,000,000 a year or more, ample to meet not only
all extraordinary war expenses but also all of the ordinary
expenses besides. Said the paper further:
"Of course, the introducer knew just as much about
the bill as Tobe's pup-and no more. It was a sandbag bill,
prepared by somebody for the purpose of swatting some,..
body else."
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In other words, the federal censorship and unanimity
of effort to win the War had not robbed the New Mexico
press of picturesque expressions in criticizing legislators
and officials. The Rio G-rande Republican made mince
meat of a proposition to have the state appropriate the sum
needed to raise and equip a cowboy cavalry regiment to be
commanded by "Rough Riders." Its local contemporary,
the Las Cruces Citizen had peppery editorial comment upon
measures fathered by Cipriano Lucero, a member of the
lower house from Santa Fe County. The Fort Sumner Leader as well as the Santa Fe Eagle, felt moved to comment
adversely upon legislators and legislative employees accepting pay for their services during the special session.
The press seconded enthusiastically the efforts of the
State Council of Defense to increase agricultural production. It was no doubt due in part to the insistent urging
of the newspapers that, despite drouth and every possible
untoward condition, the total crop values for 1918 were
greater than ever before in the history of the commonwealth. Typical is the comment of La Voz Publieq, at Santa
Rosa:
"Wear a 'frijole' as a pin on your tie, but also wear a
callous or two on your hand as additional appendage that
you are proving your words by your works. Make a couple
of beans grow, where 'nairn growed before.' Its lots of
fun, it's profitable too, and patriotic, by the way."
On July 10, 1917, the New Mexico War News was
ushered into existence by the State Council of Defense. It
was published weekly with Guthrie Smith as editor, and
toward the end, with State Senator A. V. Lucero editor of
the Spanish edition. It was modeled no doubt after the
first similar publications in other states, and was to serve
the same purpose in the state that the Official Bulletin published at Washington, D. C., was designed to serve in the
nation. But it was a good deal snappier, although it shared
with the Official Bulletin the cordial opposition by the other
papers that attaches to every kind of newspaper that is
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subsidized and which serves mere propaganda. Guthrie
Smith's and George Creel's editorial peers were loath to
make use of the excellent material which both publications
offered them free of charge. Still, Smith was quoted much
oftener, il'\ proportion to size of clientele, than was George
Creel and his publication. When the War News became
more and more outspoken against the Hearst newspapers, it
aroused as much of a storm in the State as did the Official
Bulletin with its aircraft predictions and accounts of naval
victories. To emphasize its patriotism, the War News was
printed in, blue ink on white paper. The fireworks started
by its utterances no doubt furnished the red in several of
the editorial sanctums, even no farther away than the Capital City. The climax came with injunction proceedings
brought by the International News Company in the Federal
Court, in which Guthrie Smith was made one of the defendants. With its teeth partly pulled by judicial decree, its
press force crippled by the "flu," and the end of the war in
sight, the War News was discontinued, having valiantly served its purpose and having furnished historical archives
in New Mexico with part of their most precious and valuable records.
One could go on citing paper upon paper, editorial after
editorial, which helped to hold the lines at home while the
New Mexico men were being trained in increasing numbers and rushed to the trenches in France to help throw
back the invaders of France and Belgium. Very early in
the draft, the Otero County News dwelt in praise upon "the
physical shape of the young men who come in from the
mountain districts of the country." The Silver City Independent, equally proud of Grant County men who attended
the first officers' reserve camp at the Presidio, devoted a
\eading editorial to them. The Farmington Times-Hustler,
which wore blue spectacles repeatedly when making war
comment, relieved its mind of the following:
"Watch ·for the names of those who buy Liberty bonds
and see if those who are most posing as patriots are on the
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lists; Some people are very patriotic when there is a chance
of getting some money from the government, whose enthusiasm wanes when they are asked to give some money to
help the government. It is every man's duty who can p03sibly spare the money to assist in making this loan a success!"
The Rio Grande RepubUcan appeared to be peevish
when it said:
"There is something peculiarly offensive in having the
women of wealthy families going about the cities in their
automobiles and calling on the more humble people urging
them to practice economy in the use of food. Those humble people have studied and practiced economy from sheer
necessity all the days of their lives, and now that the cost
of the necessities of life has reached outrageous figures,
wholly out of proportion to wages and salaries, circumstances force an economy more exacting than the society
dames are able to conceive of."
The New Southwest at Reserve, in its first number on
December 1, 1917, headed its leading editorial "War to the
Knife and the Knife to the Hilt", and voiced vigorously the
sentiments that animated the New Mexico Press.
The Portales Valley News thought it "funny that
General Crowder's revised draft rules make first-class men
of some of those who fail to support their wives and children," and in the same issue pleads for publicity and information in place of suppression of important triumphs
of American mobilization when the publication of such
knowledge would hearten Americans as well as Allies and
discourage the enemy.
The Clayton Citizen as late as August 2, called down
the men from its own town who sought to have Union
County's Liberty Bpnd quota reduced and resented the insinuation that it was pro-German. In speaking of the "Work
or Fight" movement, it declared:
"It would also be well for some of the useless and unnecessary coupon clippers who talk much and spend much,
to emulate the working man in his patriotism by doing some
useful service~"

18
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The W. W. W. and the International Sociolists received
short shrift from the pens of New Mexico's editorial writers, and there was practical unanimity in condeming slackers of every kind and donouncing those of pro-German or
pacifist leanings. In fact, at first, there was lack of condemnation and, every now and then, thinly veiled praise
for those who resorted to mob methods in their patriotic
fervor, real or assumed, to stamp out opposition to the war
or unfriendliness to the government. After President Wilson and Governor Lindsey had made it clear that such mob
violence worked into the hands of the enemy, the press was
unanimous in condemning it, although there were again
utterances of commendation when convicts at the State
Penitentiary tarred and feathered an army officer from
Camp Cody who was confined there for safe keeping under
charges preferred against him under the espionage act.
The Spanish language press was as loyal and as fervent
in its editorial comment on the war and war measures as
the papers printed in English. Such weeklies as La Revista
de Taos and La Voz del Pueblo, and certainly La Revista
Cat6lica, were more philosophical, and at times perhaps
more just, in their observations. The last named on April
8, 1917, called for "Mas Prudencia y Mas Justicia!" in an
editorial which said:
"La Prensa, mas bien cierta parte de la prensa, fue Ia
causa de la guerra del 98; y la prensa, casi toda ella, es 18
causa de nuestra participaci6n en la presente. Algunos
dicen que S1 esta 0 no esta subvencionada para esto; por
supuesto. los peri6dicos principales 10 niegan; con todo
cstan haciendo la obra tan bien como si para ello recibieran
una remuneraci6n. Si entramos en la guerra, y ya no nos
cabe la menor duda de que esto sera 10 primero que decidira
el Congreso, se 10 debemos al sentimiento que ha creado
fomentado, y sostenido la prensa."
In speaking of patriotism, it cited with approval
Brownson's "War and Loyalty," saying:
"El verdadero patriotismo se manifiesta con obras, y
no con palabras. Los verdaderos patriotas americanos no
son esos seres ligeros de cascos y de coraz6n apocado que
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esbin continuamente cacareando el espiritu americano, el
genio americano, los intereses y la grandeza americana. .. ;
sine aquellos espiritus reposados, callados y serenos, a
quh:ines rara vez se les oeurre preguntarse si son americanos
o no, yson demasiado sineeros y ardientes en su patriotismo
para sonar que sea neeesario haeer alarde de sus titulos.
Su patriotismo no tiene sospeehas, ,ni celos, ni temor, ni es
arrogante. Es demasiado profundo para describirlo con
palabras. Es callado y majestuoso. Donde esta la patria
alli esta el ; hace 10 que ella manda, y, aunque sacrifique todo
sobre las aras de la patria, nunea se Ie ocurre que esta
haciendo cosa extraordinaria. Hay probablemente mas de
este patriotismo puro entre el pueblo americana que los
estranjeros 0 nosotros mismos creemos."
The editor of La Revista de Taos expressed his contempt for those who in profound ignorance volunteer suggestions on how to win the war, though it was a striking
virtue of the New Mexico press that it very seldom, if ever,
suggested how the war should be fought, thus differentiating its 'attitude from that of many newspapers during the
Civil War and even the Spanish American War. Says the
Revista under the headline "Dislatas y Disparates":
"En tiempos de agitaci6n y de efervesceneia popular
que trae consigo el prospecto de una,guerra, los consejeros
voluntarios son los que siempre se adelantan a discurrir y
proponer medios y arbitrios que se sefialan POl' su falta de
raz6n y de sentido comun. De este genero son las proposiciones que se han de levantar un regimiento de Indios
Navajoes, y otro de Indios de Pueblo."

It is this editor too who declared that dreams of a
league of nations and universal peace are a chimera, saying:
"La quimera de la paz y el buen acuerdo entre todas
las razas y naciones del mundo ha recivido su glope de
muerte, y no volvera a reaparecer en la imaginaci6n de los
hombres de sentido sino como un sueno 0 un delirio que
jamas puede convertirse en realidad. Lo que S1 veran las
generaciones presente y futuras es guerras mas mortiferas
y asoladoras cada dia en todas partes del universo."
By the summer of 1918, newspaper offices were literally swamped with publicity matter sent out by govern-
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ment and its agencies as well as by war charities. In many
if not most offices, envelopes containing publicity matter
were dumped into the waste-basket without being read.
The publicity that found its way into print gave the genever a time when the mythical office cat was fed so
flood of readable and interesting publicity matter poured
into editorial offices. It happened that an editor would
get in the same mail three or four copies of the same publicity clip sheet or half a dozen identical appeals. Nor was
there ever a time when the mythical office cat- was fed so
much printed and mimeographed matter. Said one New
Mexico editor at the Capital: "This stuff could not
jimmy its way into this paper with a crow bar. When we
are cut down to a minimum in the use of paper, these
reams and reams of publicity matter fill our waste-baskets day after day as if in derision." However, the press
continued with the utmost liberality to give its most valuable space in great prodigality to the Fourth Liberty Loan,
and even after the Armistice was in effect, to the United
War Work Drive, the Red Cross Roll Call and the Armenian Drive.
It is hardly fair to confront an editor with his utterances made years before under circumstances that differ
vitally from those today, and yet no truer mirror of the
times, no juster account of events, can be given than is
found in the New Mexico press from August 1,1914, to
November 11, 1918. Fortunate and .far-seeing is he who
has kept a file of his favorite home paper for future generations to enjoy. In fact he himself will find no more interesting pastime in after years than to browse through
these papers. Many a veteran lived over the Civil War in
files of Harpers' Weekly, and many a survivor of the Great
War, in glancing over the old copies of some humble New
Mexico weekly, will recall vividly the beautiful, unanimous
loyalty with which New Mexico answered the Nation's
call for men, for means, for moral support, in the days
when the world's fate trembled in the balance.
PAUL

A. F. WALTO
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THE SECOND SPANISH EXPEDITION TO NEW MEXICO

J.

LLOYD MECHAM

An Account of the Chamuscado-Rodriguez Entrada of 1581-1582

,f

After the sorry outcome of the Coronado expedition,
no white men appeared within the present confines of
New Mexico for a period of forty years. The complete
failure of the first entrada has generally been regarded
as an eloquent warning which discouraged further exploration into the New Mexican region. But this alone
cannot explain the lapse of interest in the far north. The
great Indian revolt, the Mixon War, in Nueva Galicia,
which occurred during the absence of Governor Coronado,
pointed out a pertinent lesson to the Spaniards regarding
the advisability of natural and compact frontiers. Also,
the discovery of rich mines in Zacatecas, Guanajuato, and
Durango engaged the interest of treasure seekers and exerted an even greater influence in expelling the once glamorous New Mexico froni the minds of men.
During the forty years succeeding the Coronado expedition,there was a steady northward advance from Nueva
. 1. The principal printed sources regarding the entrada are those documents
aontalned in 001••••6" de do.umentos inedltos relativos al descubrimiento. conquista
W eolot&izACitS. de lGa pOBeaio'Res eBPonokJB en America y Oceania. sucado8• . en .u
_I/or parte, del Real Archivo de [ndias (Madrid, 1864-1886), XV. Most of these
are translated In H. E. Bolton, Spanish Exploration in the Southwest, 1542-1707
(New York, 1916), 137-160. Accompanying his translation of the soldiers' narrativ.,.. Bolton refers in his footnotes to two unpublished accounts which had just"
come into his possession: (1) Baltasar de Obreg6n, uCr6nica comentario 6 relaciones
de los descubrimientos antiguos y modernos de N. E. y del Nucvo Mexico," 1584
(Archlvo General de Indias, 1-1-3/22); and (2) Hernan Gallegos, "Relaci"n y
concudio de 01 vialre y sub.eso Que Francisco Sanchez Chamuscndo con ocho soldados
ous compallerotl hizo en el descubrimiento del Nuevo Mexico en junio de 1581" (A.
G, I., 1.1-8/22). Beyond this slight use these documents have never been consulted for
an authoritative account. In the preparation of this article the writer has made
use of the materials mentioned above, and unpublished documents which he found
In the Archlvo General de Indias.
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Galicia' into the newly-organized province of Nueva Vizcaya". By 1580 the limits of Spanish settlement were carried north to Santa Barbara, located i nsouthern Chihuahua on one of the sources of the Rio Conchos. There were
congregated miners, soldiers. and Franciscan friars. It
was from this northern outpost that the soldiers and missionaries were recruited to undertake the second invasion
of New Mexico.
Santa Barbara was the center of a rich mining district, but unfortunately for the mine owners, the native
population was all too sparse to insure profitable working
of the mines. To supply the labor deficiency numerous
slave-hunting expeditions were made far to the north, some
beyond the Rio Grande.' On these raids the frontiersmen
learned about a country still farther to the north where
there were people who wore cotton garments, irrigated
their fields of maize and beans, and lived in large, wellbuilt "cities." Thus were revived tales of New Mexico,
adorned as of old with magnetic glamour. These rumors
found ready listeners in some of the restless soldiers and
missionaries of Santa Barbara.
The principal organizer and guiding spirit of the expedition to New Mexico was Father Augustin Rodriguez, a
Franciscan lay-brother stationed at San Bartolome, a little
mining camp a short distance to the northeast of Santa·
Barbara. Closely associated with the friar in the work of
organizing the entrada was Francisco Sanchez, commonly
called "EI Chamuscado," or "the singed," because of his
flaming red beard. Father Rodriguez was undoubtedly'
encouraged by his lay associate to secure a license for an
expedition because it was much easier for a religious to
obtain permission to enter unexplored lands. By the terms
2. Organized by Nuiio de Guzman (1529-1535). The Audiencia of Nueva Galicia
was created in 1548.
3. Conquered and settled by Francisco de Ibarra (1562.1575). Nueva Vizcaya
comprised approximately the present Mexican states of Durango. Chihuahua, Sinaloa.
and Sonora.
4. Diego Perez de Luxan, "Entrada que hizo en el Nuevo Mexico Anton' de Espejo
en el aiio de 82" (A. G.!., 1-1-B/22).
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of the Ordinance of 1573, no one was allowed to enter unexplored territory beyond the frontiers of New Spain without first obtaining permission from the viceroy, audiencia, or royal council. This of course retarded exploration
for it was very difficult to obtain a.Iicense. The religious
orders were favored, however, for, says the ordinance, "let
the discovery be entrusted to them (the religious) rather
than to others, and authority be granted them for the purpose, and let them be favored and provided with all necessaries for such a holy and worthy undertaking at our expense."·
In November, 1580, Father Agustin presented in perBon a petition to Viceroy Lorenzo Suarez de Mendoza, asking that he be granted a license to lead some missionaries
beyond Santa Barbara "for the purpose ofpreac}:ling the
Holy Gospel."" The viceroy, in consideration of the great
zeal of the padre, granted him permission to take with
him as many friars as he desired, and a maximum of
twenty soldiers, "for the safety of their persons, and in
order that they might be able to preach the Holy Gospel.'"
He was also given a captain's commission to bestow upon
one of the soldiers as leader of the expedition. Father
Augustin, presumably according to previous arrangement,
gave the commission to Chamuscado.
Preparations for the expedition were made in Santa
Barbara, the northernmost pueblo on the Christian frontier. The personnel consisted of three Franciscan friars
and nine soldiers. Besides Father Agustin Rodriguez, the
religious were Father Francisco Lopez and Father Juan
de Santa Maria. Father Lopez was designated the superior.
The soldier guard was composed of Captain Francisco
Sanchez Chamuscado, HerIlan Gallegos, (official scribe
and chronicler who gives us the fullest account of the exD. l'O r denanZ811 de Su Magestad hechas para los nuevas descubrimientos. conC1uiatU 7 paeitlcacionea," in Col. Doc. [ned.. XVI, 142-187.
6. Obrell'on, Cro",clI (A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22)
1. "Permission was not given for more men to go because your maje3ty had
tailued fn8tructlons that no entries should be nlade withont your express opinion"
("Ileport ot the Viceroy," In Bolton, SpaniBh Explorlltion, 158).
IlJItll thll expedition had reached New Mexico.
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pedition), Pedro de Bustamante, Hernando Barrado, Felipe
de Escalante, Pedro de Heviera, Pedro Sanchez de Fuensalida, Juan Sanchez de Fuensalida, and Sanchez de
Chavez." There were also in the party nineteen Indian
servants, two of them being Indian women." All equipment and supplies were furnished at the viceroy's expense,
for the expedition was to be made in his service. They
had good offensive and defensive arms, such as arquebuses 1
coats-of-mail, and armour for the horses; munitions, ninety
saddle and draft horses, six hundred cows, goats, ewes,
sheep, and hogs, ground maize, and pieces of iron and
trinkets to be bartered with the natives:'·
All arrangements having been completed, the missionaries and soldiers departed from Santa Barbara on June
5, 1581. On that day they traveled down the San Gregorio
River to the frontier outpost San Bartolome, or, as it was
sometimes called, San Gregorio. On the the next day,
June 6, 1581, the explorers resumed their march down the
San Gregorio River to the junction of the Conchos, Florido,
and San Gregorio rivers. Thereafter they followed the
Conchos to its junction with the Rio Grande del Norte.
The first wild Indians, called Chichimecos, found by
the explorers were the Conchos, who occupied a strip of
territory about fifty leagues in extent along the banks of
the Conchos River and north of the Conchos-Florido juncll

8. Escalante and Barrado, "Brief and True Account of the Exploration of New
Mexico, 1588," in Bolton, Spanish Exploration, 154; Gallegos, Relaci6n, and Obreg6n,
Cronica, in A. G. I., 1-1-8/22) ; Gallegos to the King, March 14, 1588 (A. G. I., 666-16) ,
9. Obreg6n, Cr6nica (A. G. 'I., 1-1-8/22). Pedro de Bustamante. ("Declaration
of Pedro de Bustamante, 1582," in Bolton,Spanish, Exploration, 144) testified that
the soldiers had an Indian servant apiece, and that the friars took seven Indians
from Santa Barbara.
10. Gallelros, Relacion (A. G. I., 1-1-3/22).
11. A comparison of the sources leads to the inference that San Bartolome and
San Gregorio were located on the same site. See Espejo. uAccount" of the journey
to the Provinces and Settlements of New Mexico, 1583," in Bolton, Spanish Expwration, 170; Luxan, Entrada, and Gallegos, Relaci6n, in A. G. I., 1-1-3/22; Bancroft (Arizona and New Mexico, 74) says that the present Allende-Jimenez region
was known by the various names of San Bartolome, Santa Barbara, Santa Barbola,
and San Gregorio.
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tion." These Indians were in a very low state of development, and, indeed, compared very unfavorably with the
natives who lived north of them. They were an unclothed
people, and, living principally by the chase, they had no
permanent homes. They did not sow maize, but ate ground
mesquite, prickly-pears, calabashes, fish, and game. They
were described by' Gallegos as ugly, lazy, and filthy. Notwithstanding the fact that these Indians had been visited
occasionally by missionaries, their principal contact with
the Spaniards had been with the slave hunters. Therefore, with good reason the Conchos viewed the approach
of Chamuscado and his companions with alarm. Often
they fled into the mountains, but generally the padres were
able to reassure them and convince them of the peaceful
purpose of their mission.
After the explorers had marched fifty leagues through
the Conchos nation, they came to another tribe, the Pazaguantes.'3 Here solar observations were taken by Father
Santa Maria, who was a trained astronomer, and he found
that they were near the twenty-ninth parallel of north
latitude." The Pazaguantes had been visited by the slavehunting expeditions, and, like the Conchos, displayed great
-alarm upon witnessing the approach of the Spaniards.
The friars reassured them, as they had the Conchos, and
to protect them from future harm by the slavers, they
erected crosses in their villages so that the Christians, upon seeing them, would not harm the Indians. The Pazaguantes inhabited the banks of the Conchos River for a
distance of only about forty miles. Chamuscado's party,
therefore, was soon within the borders of a third Indian
nation, the Jumanos.'5
12. Obregon, Cr6nica (A. G. I., 1-1-3/22).
13. According to Obregon and Gallegos the Conchos' neighbors on the north were
the Cabri. The Cabri have been identified with the Pazaguantes, See L~xAn (En.
trada, A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22) and Espejo (.4.ccount of the Journey to New M~xico. 170;
14. This would be near Cuchillo Parado. The distance from the Conchos-Florido
junction to 29' north latitude is about fifty leagues "as the crow flies;" therefore
the Spaniards were not far wrong in estimating their location.
15. Espejo (Account of the Journey to New Mexico, 171) said that he met the·
Tobos':' Indians after the Pazaguantes. The Tobasos are not mentioned by Obrell'on,
Luxfm. and Gallegos. At a later date the Tobosos Were encountered in thi. rell'ion.
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The Jumano nation inhabited an extensive region
about the confluence of the Conchos and Rio Grande. They
were divided into several branches, speaking different dialects, but nevertheless related. Those bordering on the
Pazaguantes on the Conchos River and extending some
distance up the Rio Grande, were called Patarabueyes or
Otomoacos. Those living at the Rio Grande-Conchos junction and south of it were called Abriadres. The Indians
who roamed the plains northeast of theRio Grande in quest
of the buffalo were the Jumanos proper." Although basically their culture was no different from the Conchos' and
Pazaguantes', the Jumanos were finer physical specimens,
and displayed a higher degree of intelligence. Although
they cultivated maize and beans to a certain extent, their
principal sustenance was from game and fish.
On July 6, 1581, Captain Chamuscado and his companions arrived at the Rio Grande del Norte at a point about
five leagues above the mouth of the Conchos. They had
been advised by the Indians to leave the Conchos where
it bends to the southeast and march overland directly north
to the Rio Grande." They had traveled, since leaving Santa
Barb-ara, about seventy leagues of the most desolate, barren
country, and the most difficult of the whole journey to
negotiate.
The valley of the Rio Grande near the Conchos junction was called "Valle de Concepcion," the river being
called "La Concepcion:"" Along the banks of the river
they found a great number of Otomoaco Indians living in
"well-constructed pueblos" of palisades and mud. These
were the first fixed residences that they saw on the expedition. According to Espejo the Indians in this district
16. Gallegos, Relaci6n. Obregon, Cr6niea, and Luxan, Entrada, In A. G. I., 1-18/22; Espejo, Aeeount of the Journell to New Mexico. 172. For the Jumano Indians, see F. W. Hodge, Handbook of American Indiana north of Mexico (W&IIh.
Inll'ton, 1907), I, 636.
17. Gallegos, Relaci6n. and Obregon, Cr6niea. In A. G. I., 1.1-8/22.
18. Obregon called the river by various names: "Del Norte". "Rio de Nueatra
Senora'., and "Rio de la Concepcion". Luxan called it HEI Rio Turbio:' Butemante (Relaci6n. 146) called ~t the "Guadalquivir," but this name was not applied
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numbered about ten thousand. ' • The explorers were convinced that the respect and homage paid them by the Indians was .due to the "miracles" of Cabeza de Vaca. That
Cabeza de Vaca had passed through that land is certain,
for, upon being asked if they had seen other people like
the Spaniards, they answered that many years before they
had seen four bearded men. These must have been Cabeza
de Vaca and his companions. Espejo, the following year,
was told by the same Indians about Cabeza de Vaca.
Chamuscado and his men remained in "Valle de la
Concepci6n" only a day. When they were told about "clothed
people with large pueblos, who lived far in the interior,"
they decided to move on immediately. Many Indians accompanied them as they marched up the river. There was
not a day, it was said, when they were accompanied by less
than three hundred Indians. 21 Forty-five leagues from the
Conchos, they found a considerable Otomoaco settlement.
This. settlement, named Magdalena, was located about ten
miles south of Fort Quitman, and on the Mexican side of
the Rio Grande. Magdalena marked the limits of the
Jumanos up the Rio Grande, for a short distance beyond
the explorers came to another tribe called Caguates or
Caguases. The Caguates, according to Luxan, were re- .
lated to the Otomoacos, and spoke almost the same language. These natives told Chamuscado that the people Indians were about a seven days' journey up the river, and
The Caguates' estimation of the time necessary to traverse
the barren stretch which s~parated them from the pueblo region proved to be much too short. Three days later
the Spaniards· found a vast marshland of about eight
llI

22

19. Espejo, Account of the Journey to New Mexico, 172.
20. Obreg6n, Cron;ca. Gallegos, RelaciOn, and Luxiin. Entrada. in A. G. I.. 1.1.
8/22;· Espejo, Account of the Journey to New Mexico, 173.
21. Gallegos, Relacion, (A. G. I., 1.1.3/22).
22. Gallegos, Relacion, and Obreg6n, Cronica, ill A. G. I., 1-1.8/22: Espejo (Ac.
count of the Journey to New Mexico, 173) reported that the Jumanos extended lip
the Rio Grande for a twc·lve days' journey; Luxiin (Entrada. A. G. I., 1-1.3/22)
.aid that after traveling four leagues from the last habitation of the Jumanoa. or
forty·nine leagues from the. junction of the rivers, they came· to the Call'uatea na.
tion. Thu8 the Jumanos extended forty-five leagues up the Rio Grande.
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leagues in extent which was formed by the river when it
overflowed." Although it abounded in game of all kinds,
it was uninhabited. A year later Antonio de Espejo found
a tribe of Indians named Tampachoas near the great
marshland. That Chamuscado did not see these people
may be exp)ained by the fact, that since they were nomadic,
they were probably not in that locality when Chamuscado
and his companions went through:'
From the marshlands, called "Valle de Valientes,"
the explorers continued up the river for fifteen days"
without meeting any Indians. They were now about seventy leagues from the Caguates, and near the border of
the pueblo region, although they did not realize this. Since
they had been on the road many days longer than the Caguates had informed them would be necessary, they feared that
they had been purposely misinformed. The near-exhaustion of their supplies added to their discouragement. When
their spirits were lowest they were finally rewarded by
finding some Indians, and, shortly after, they came to an
old, uninhabited pueblo. It was a weather-beaten threestoried affair, and appeared not to have been inhabited
for a long time!" Two leagues beyond, on August 21, 1581,
they discovered the most southerly of the Piro pueblos of
New Mexico. They had tramped, since leaving the Conchos-Rio Grande junction, 121 leagues, which were covered
in forty-five days.""
The first Piro pueblo, which they called San Felipe,
was located in the San Marcial region," probably on a small
23. This broad stretch of marshland begins at about Guadalupe and extends up
the west side of the river to the neighborhood of El Paso.
24. Luxan, Entrada (A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22)
25. The Espejo expedition also marched over this exact distanee in fifteen days.
26. Luxan mentions a ruined pueblo two leagues southe of the first inhabited
pueblo, San Felipe. It appears that Espejo followed substantially the same route
as Charnuscado, and that neither of them crossed the Ria Grande before reachinll'
the pueblos.
27. Gallegos, Relaci6n, and Obregon, Cr6nica, in A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22.
28. "The region of San Marcial not only indicates the southern limit of the
pueblos of the sivteenth century, but it seems also that the many-storied type of
architeeture at no time extended farther down the Rio Grande Valley"
(A. F.
Bandelier, Final Report of Investigations among the Indians of the So"thw••t.r..
United States, Cambridge, 1892, Part 11, 252).
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hill near the later site of Fort Craig. Since it was made
up of about forty-five houses of two and three stories, and
was located on the west bank of the river, this throws out
Bandelier's conclusion that Qualacu, the most southerly
Piro village on the east bank of the Rio Grande, was the
San Felipe of the Chamuscado-Rodriguez expedition."" Nor
can we conclude that Trenaquel, opposite Qualacu, and the
most southerly Piro village on the west bank of the river
was San Felipe. There is no mention by Gallegos of a
pueblo opposite San Felipe, but two leagues above it, and
opposite each other, were the pueblos of San Miguel and
Santiago, which pueblos were probably Trenaquel and
Qualacu respectively. San Felipe was therefore two leagues
below Trenaquel (or San Miguel), and that it conceivably
could be near the present Fort Craig is supported by Bandelier.'"'
Before entering San Felipe, the Spaniards carefully
examined their arms, to be prepared for any eventuality.
These precautions were unnecessary, for, excepting a sick
Indian, the pueblo was deserted. The Indians had abandoned their homes the night before. Although a great.
quantity of maize, cotton, and turkeys had been left in the
pueblo, Chamuscado would not ailow his men to touch anything because he desired to convince the natives that he
had come with peaceful intentions. When the Indians found
that their possessions had not been harmed they were reassured and came in increasing numbers to the Spaniards'
camp, which had been established a short distance from
San Felipe. At one time, it was said, there were over tWQ
thousand Indians in the camp. The padres took advantage
of this opportunity to preach the Holy Gospel to the natives. 81
29. GaUegos, Relacion (A. G. I., 1.1.3/22); Hodge Handbook of American Indians, II, 814; Bandelier, Final Report, II, 252. The Piros were the southernmost
of the pueblo Indians. They extended from about San Marcial to Sevilleta, where
they bordered the Tiguas.
80. GaUegos, Relacion (A. G. I., 1-1-3/22). "There may possibly be some pueblo
ruin a few miles south of San Marcial near Fort Craig" (Bandelier, Final Reports,
II, 252).
31. Obreg6n, Cronica, and GaUegos, Relacion, in A. G. I., 1-1-3/22.
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After remaining four days in San Felipe, the explorers marched up the river, which was now called the Guadalquivir, and discovered many more pueblos upon its banks.
The pueblos of the Piros Indians extended for twenty
leagues, or as far north as Sevilleta. 32 The Spaniards
named and described these pueblos, but the descriptions
are generally so meager as to make the assignment of their
locations difficult, and often impossible. As noted above,
there were two pueblos above San Felipe, situated upon
opposite banks of the river and facing each other. The
one north of .San Felipe, and probably occupying the site
of Trenaquel, was named San Miguel. It had forty-seven
houses of two stories. Santiago, the Qualacu of Bandelier,
was on a height of ground on the opposite (east) side of
the river. It had twenty-five houses. The next pueblo
discovered on the west side was San Juan, which had forty
houses. Since there are no indications that there ever
existed pueblos between the modern village of San Antonio
and San Marcial," it is probable that Senecu, located at San
Antonio, and San Juan are the same pueblo. Our evidence,
however, does not end here. San Juan, according to Gallegos, was located on the brow of a hill, and Senecu also
was "on an eminence." In addition, whereas opposite
Senecu on the other bank of the river was San Pascual/'
in like manner Piastla, a pueblo of thirty-five houses, was
said by Gallegos to be on the other bank of the river facing
San Juan. Therefore, the location of these five pueblos
is fairly certain.
As for the region between San Antonio and Alamillo,
archaeological evidence, with the exception of the ruins
32. According to Obreg6n, the Province of San Felipe (the Piros,) was twenty
leagues long and six leagues wide, and was made up of twelve pueblos of 250 houses.
Gallegos stated that there were "twenty and more pueblos." "In 1630, Sevilleta,
twenty miles north of Socorro, was the most northerly of the Piros pueblos" (Hodge,
Handbook· of American Indians, II, 515); ·'Certainly the Piros did not extend north
of Los Lentes (near SevilIeta)" (Bandelier, .. An Outline of the Documentary
History of the Zuni Tribes," in A Journal of American Ethnology and Archaeology,
11'92, III, 61).
33. Bandelier, Final Report, II, 251.
34. Ibid., 247. 250.
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of Socorro, is very scant." The first group of pueblos, as
has been demonstrated, extended as far north as Senecu
and San Pascual. Five leagues to the north, according to
Luxan, were four large, and one small, uninhabited pueblos. This was undoubtedly the Socorro district where
there are many ruins. Luxan mentions next two pueblos
three leagues farther up the river. These two pueblos, as
I shall soon show, were the ones named by Gallegos, El Oso
and La Pedrosa, and were located at Alamillo. Two more
pueblos mentioned by Gallegos, Pina, with eighty-five
houses, and Elota, with fourteen houses, and located between Senecu and Alamillo, remain to be accounted for.
Our most natural surmise, based upon archaeological evidence, is that they were located in the Socorro district.
We now come to the northern border of the Piros. The
next pueblos discovered and named by Chamuscado were
EI Oso and La Pedrosa; the former with fifty houses, the
latter with fourteen." El Oso was situated on a high hill,
and' was only "dos tiros de arcabus" _distant from La
Pedrosa. Evidence regarding the site of Alamillo, "situated a few miles south of La Joya, on a bluff not far from
the banks of the Rio Grande,"'7 points to Alamillo and EI
Oso being the same pueblo. Between Alamillo and the
Tigua nation, Chamuscado passed two more small pueblos,
Pueblo Nuevo of twenty houses, and Ponsitlan of twentyfive houses. Both of these pueblos were upon the east bank
of the river, land one of them can probably be identified
with Sevilleta, which, in 1630, was the most northerly of
the Piro villages. as
The pueblos of the Piros were two and three storied
structures of adobe and stone. They were well constructed
with windows, corridors, and courts. The walls were whitewashed and were generally ornamented with paintings of
86. Bandelier (Ibid., 2(1) Bays that the Christian pueblo of Nuestra Senora del
Socorro, founded in 1628, was founded on the Bite of the sixteenth century pueblo
PU-o-Pue.
86. Gallegos, Relacian (A. G. I., 1-1-3/22).
37. Bandelier, Final Report. II, 239.
88. Bandelier, Docu.......tal'll Histol'll of the Zuni Tribes, III, 61.
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animals and people. The clay dishes, jars, and vases of
these natives particularly impressed the Spaniards, for
they said that they were more artistically made than those
of the ancient Aztecs. Their clothing was of cotton cloth,
although some chamois and deer-skins were worn. They
wore sandals made of buffalo-hides. Near the pueblos
were extensive fields where they cultivated maize, beans,
calabashes, and cotton.
Chamuscado and his companions next entered the
lands of the Tigua nation. The first pueblo discovered
was Caxtole (fifteen houses) located upon the east bank
of the river fronting a large pueblo of one hundred houses,
named Piguina-Quatengo. The latter pueblo has been
identified with the Tigua pueblo of San Clemente, located·
on the present site of Los Lunas, and the only Tigua ruin
discovered south of Isleta.'o Above Caxtole they discovered Mexicaltingo, a pueblo of forty houses; and next,
Tomatlan, a large pueblo of 170 houses. This was undoubtedly the large pueblo of 250 houses mentioned by
Luxan, which, he says, was six leagues below the Puaray
pueblo group. Fronting Tomatlan, on the west bank of
the river, was another large pueblo of 123 houses. This
pueblo, named Taxomulco, was probably Isleta, which now
stands on the old site." Between Isleta and the Puaray
group no pueblos were discovered by Chamuscado. Espejo,
however, found a pueblo named Los Guajolotes in this district. Since the only ruins now existing between Albuquerque and Isleta are those of Pur-e-Tu-ay, on the Mesa de los
Padillas," a few miles north of Isleta, this must have been
the site of Los Guajolotes. I have now accounted for six
pueblos in the Isleta district, and find with considerable
3

•

39. Gallegos, Relaci6n, and Obregon, Cr6nica, in A. G. I., 1-1-3/22. No attempt
is made in this paper to describe the native culture of New Mexico.
40. Bandelier, Final Report, II, 233; Handbook of A mcrican Indian., I, 623;
Luxan, Entrada (A. G. I., 1-1.3/22).
41. "According to Lummis it stands on the old sitc" (Hodge, Handbook of
American Indian., I, 622).
42. Bandelier, FinaJ Report, 11, 232.
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pleasure that Bandelier inferred that this southern group
of Tigua settlements consisted of at least six pueblos..
About six leagues above Isleta, Chamuscado entered
the most densely populated district of the Tiguas. So close
were the pueblos to each other that the Spaniards passed
twelve in one day. Luxan recorded that there were thirteen pueblos in this group, and Castano de Sosa recorded
that he saw at one time fourteen pueblos, and some of them
were only a quarter of a league apart.'" The first pueblo
of this group which Gallegos mentions was Santa Catalina
on the west bank of the river. In 1681 Alameda was on
the west bank, about eight leagues north of Isleta. In all
probability Santa Catalina and Alameda were the same."
There is a ruin on the east bank which Bandelier erroneously located as Alameda. This ruin is on the site of Puaray
as located in 1680, which was then one league abQve
The San
Alameda on the opposite bank of. the river.
Mateo (fifty houses) of Gallegos, which was on the east
bank opposite Santa Catalina, was the Puaray of 1680.
Immediately north of San Mateo was a large pueblo of 120
houses. It was named Puaray by Gallegos, but was probably the pueblo of Sandia, which was one league above
the Puaray of 1680.'6 Across the river, according to Gallegos, was a pueblo of sixty-two houses, named San Pedro.
On the opposite bank from Bernalillo are many pueblo ruins
soto this district can be ascribed the pueblos of Cempoalla,
Analco, Culiacan, Villarassa, and La Palma. They had
84, 84, 100, and 134 houses, respectively. The explorers
discovered more pueblos on the east bank above Puaray,
but since no Tigua ruins are known to exist north of Bernalillo, I conclude that these pueblos were located between
15

43. Gallegos, Rclaci6n, Obregon, Cronica, and Lux,,", Entrada, in A~ G. I., 1-13/22; Dorothy Hull, "Castano de Sosa's Expedition to New Mexico in 1590," in Old
Santa Fe, III, 330.
44. C. W. Hackett, "The Location of the Tigua pueblos of Alameda, Puaray, and
Sandia. 1680-1681," in Old Santa Fe, II, 383.
45. Ibid.
46. Ibid.

19

278

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW
7

Sandia (Puaray) and Bernalillo: They were Nompe,Malpais, and Caceres, having 77, 123, and 145 houses respectively. These pueblos, I am inclined to believe, were
located very near each other on the site of Bernalillo. According to Bandelier, "There stood one pueblo, perhaps
two, on the site of Bernalillo in the sixteenth century.""
The Chamuscado expedition arrived in Caceres, on
the northern Tigua frontier, on September 2, 1581. The
Tigua pueblos were described by Gallegos as being larger,
higher, and better built than those of the Piros. The people
although they spoke a different language, wore the same
kind -of clothes, and were accustomed to the same modes of
living. Likewise, liKe the Piros, they received the Span.!.
iards very kindly, and gave them supplies of food-stuffs.
Six leagues north of the Tiguas of Bernalillo were the
Queres, who, according to Obregon, inhabited five pueblos.
There is agreement with Bandelier here, for he says, "The
Queres inhabited five pueblos; three on the Rio Grande:
Cochiti, Santo Domingo, and San Felipe, and- two in the
Jemez Valley: Cia and Santa Ana." All the pueblos discovered by Chamuscado have been identified with these
five,'" After leaving Caceres, the Chamuscado party went
up the river to the first Queres pueblo, Campos. This
pueblo, which had seventy houses, was on the east bank of
the Rio Grande, and was undoubtedly the Santo Domingo
of Castano de Sosa, and the Ji-py-y of Juan de Onate. It
stood nearly on the site -of the present village of Santo
Domingo. Fronting Campos, on the other bank of the
river, was a pueblo 'of seventy houses named Palomares.
Across the river from Santo Domingo, near Cubero, are
the pueblo ruins of Kat--isht-ya, or the first San Felipe."
This was the probable site of Palomares. The third Queres
47. "The ruins on the east Lank of the river are the following: the burned pueblo of Bernalillo, a ruin nellr Sandia, one near- Los Corrales south of Bernalillo,
and the old pueblo of Alameda midway between Bernalillo and Albuquerque."
(Bandelier, Fi_l Report, II, 230).
48. Bandelier, Final Report, II. 222; Gallegos, Relaci6n, (A. G. I., 1-1-3/22).
49. Bandelier, Final Report, II, 139, 146.
GO. Ibid.. 188.
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pueblo on the Rio Grande to be visited by the Chamuscado
party was Medina de la Torre, situated on or near the site
of Cochiti, which site it has. certainly occupied since the
sixteenth century." This pueblo was very large, for it had
230 houses. Since we know that it was on the west bank
of the river, we can be doubly certain that it was Cochiti,
for there was no other large pueblo on that side of the
river between San Felipe and Santa Clara. 52
The explorers did not visit the Queres pueblos in the
Jemez Valley until later. They now made their first journey away from the river. Near Medina de la Torre the
Santa Fe rivulet emptied into the Rio Grande. The Spaniards marched up the valley of this stream until they came
to four pueblos, Guaxitlan (seventy-six houses), Guarda,
(one hundred houses), Valladolid (two hundred houses),
and La Rinconada, (sixty houses). These pueblos which
were discovered on September 6, 1581, may very conceivably be some of the ruins which line the banks of the Santa
Fe River. The most important of these is Tze-nat-ay, opposite the little settlement of La Bajada." Since Coronado
did not visit this valley, Chamuscado and his followers
were the first Europeans to come near the present site of
Sa-nta Fe.
From the Santa Fe region they went a short distance
to the south to the pueblo of Malpartida in the Galisteo
valley. Here Father Juan de Santa Maria announced his
intention to return to Mexico to render a report of all that
had been done.'" His determination met with bitter op51. Ibid.
52. Lux{m mentions ·'Zashiti·· as a ls!ge pueblo of three-storied houseJJ which
they visited four leagues above Puaray.
53. Bandelier, Final RelJOrt. JJ, 95-6.
54. "Arriving at Galisteo, and seeing the doeility of the Indians. the tbree cris....
(having been deserted by the soldiers) agorred that one of them should return to
inform the prelates what had been seen. and to ask for more priests. Father Juan
de Santa Maria offered himself for the iourney"
(Ger6nimo de Zarate-SaJmer6n,
"Relaci6n de todas las cosas que en el Nuevo Mexico se han vista y sabido asi par
mar como por tierra desde el ano de 1538 haste eJ de 1626." inDoc. Rist. Msz.• 3d.
Ser. IV. Mexico. 1856; Translated by C. F. Lummis, Land of S ....shi..e. XI. 340).
Zarate-Salmer6n is in error on two points: (1) Santa Maria did not depart from
Galisteo. and (2) He did not leave after the departure of the soldiers nor with th..
permission of his friar-companions.
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position from his brother friars and the soldiers. They
argued that it would be both foolhardy and dangerous for
him to go alone, and that his murder by the Indians would
occasion serious consequences for them because it would
destroy the Indians' belief in the Spaniards' immortality.
They also declared that his report would be valueless because they had hardly commenced to explore those lands.
Notwithstanding the objections of his companions, Father
Santa Maria persisted in his determination, and, unaccompanied, set out on the long journey back to Mexico.
To protect himself and his companions from unjust accusation, Captain Chamuscado ordered Hernan Gallegos, the
scribe, to prepare an affidavit setting forth the circumstances of the padre's departure. This was done, September 10, 1581, and the document which was found by the
writer in the Archivo de Indias is indisputable evidence
that Father Santa Maria left his companions against their
will, and at a time long prior to the return of the soldiers
to Nueva Vizcaya.""
It was Father Santa Maria's intention to find a new
and more direct route to Mexico. He purposed to keep to
the east of the Manzano Mountains by way of the saline,s,
and from there to go due south to the Rio Grande."" But
on the third day after his departure the unfortunate padre
was killed by the Indians. The probable location of his
martyrdom was in the vicinity of the copper camp of San
Pedro:' The Chamuscado party did not hear about Father
Santa Maria's death until some time later when they were
returning from the buffalo country. The pueblo from
55. (Affidavit), San Felipe, New Mexico, September 10, 1581 (A. G. I., 58·3·9).
For a translation of this document, see J. L. Mecham, "Supplementary Document.
Relating to the Chamuscado-Rodriguez Expedition," in Southwestern HistoricAl
Quarterlll, XXXIX, 224·231.
56. "He was a great astrologer (astronomer?) and traced out land to show how
they might have traveled shorter" (Zarate·Salmer6n, Relaci6n d. todao laB cooao qllB
en .1 NlIevo Mexico, XI, 340).
57. Ibid., 341. The circumstances of Santa Maria's death are the subject of
controversy ;t~r a discussion, see J. L. Mecham. "The Martyrdom of Father Juan
de Santa Maria," in The Catholic Hi8torical Ret'iew, VI, No.3.
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which Santa Maria departed was called by Gallegos, "Malpartida."
After the departure of Father Santa Maria, the Spaniards continued their exploration up the river to the Tewas,
who lived north of the Queres." The first pueblo discovered was located near an arroyo with water in it on the
east bank of the Rio Grande. and it had about forty houses.
Gallegos didn't name it, put it was undoubtedly San Ildefonso"· In the Canada de Santa Cruz, a short distance
above San Ildefonso, there are ruins of bbth historic and
prehistoric pueblos."" The Chamusc~1do party failed to discover these pueblos, or at least Gallegos failed to mention
them; the next pueblo named by him was Castilla de Avid.
It had two hundred houses and was located on the present site of San Juan opposite the mouth of the Chama
River. North of Castilla de Avid were two more pueblos,
Suchipila, with ninety houses, and Talaban with eighty
houses. One of them was perhaps Picuries,"' which with
Taos, belonged to the northern group of the Tiguas.
The explorers now left the Rio Grande and went to
Taos, or Nueva Tlascala, as it was called. There can be no
mistaking 'of this pueblo, for it was the largest in this
region. According to both Gallegos and Bustamante it
had about five hundred houses. Although the Indians of
Taos told the Spaniards about larger Indian settlements
ten days to the north (which were mythical), they decided
to go no farther, but returned to Castilla de Avid. There
they crossed the river and explored the Chamita Valley,"'
68. "The Tewa group of pueblo tribes belong to the ·Tanoan lingui.tic family,
and now occupy San Ildefonso, San Juan. Santa Clara, Nambe, Tesuque, and Hano"
(Hodge, Handbook of American Indians, II, 737).
69. Bandelier, Final Reporl. II, 82.
60. Ibid.• 83; J. P. Harrington. "The Ethnogeography of the Tewa Indian.... in
Twenty.ninth Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology. 1907·1908, Map
No. 28. p. 801; Hull. Castano de Sosa. 325.
61. See map in Bolton. Spanish Exploration. 212. Mr. Bloom advi.es me that
Picuries was probably too far baek from the Rio Grande to· be identified with
Suchipila or Talaban, and that those two pueblos were more probably in the ·Rlo
Grande valley to the north of San Juan, where there are a number of archaeological
8ites~

62.

See Harrington. The Ethnogeography of the TewB Indians, Map. 10 and 11.
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where were discovered three pueblos. The first, Castilla
Blanca, was located at the mouth of the valley, and on the
north bank of the Chama River fronting Castilla de Avid.
This pueblo, which had two hundred houses, can be identified with Chamita or Yuque Yunque.·3 Farther up the
valley they discovered the pueblo of Buena Vista (two
hundred houses), and La Barranca (seventy houses). There
are several important archaeological sites up the Chama
valley, one of which was excavated by Jeanc;on in 1919.
The explorers returned to the Rio Grande and marched
south to the mouth of the Galisteo River. Having been
told that the buffalo could be found about thirty leagues
east of the river, they determined to go in search of them.
Five leagues up the Galisteo Valley, called San Mateo,
they found four pueblos: Malpartida (100 houses), Malag6n (80 houses), Piedrahita (300 houses), and Galisteo
(140 houses). That there existed in the sixteenth century
a group of pueblos in the Galisteo basin, is supported by
archaeological evidence·' and by the records of early explorers such as Castaneda's account of the Coronado expedition, and Castano de Sosa's Memoria. Castaneda said
that in going from the pueblo of Pecos westward to the
Rio Grande they found three pueblos. One was unnamed,
and the other two were called, Ximena, and Los Silos."
Castano de Sosa, after leaving the Queres, went to a dis63. "At Yukiwingge was established in 1598. by Juan de Onate, the- colonizer of
New Mexico, the settlement of San Gabriel de los Espanoles" (Hodge and Lewis.
Spc.nish E",plorer8 in the Southern United States. 1528-1543. New You. 1907, 340).
The Martinez Map (Bolton.Spanish E",ploration, 212) shows that Chama was on
the north bank of the Chama River. whereas San Gabriel was on the south bank.
This may show that Bandelier. Hodge and Lewis, Harrington, and others were in
error in aAsigning the site of San Gabriel as that of Chamita. Mr. Lansing Bloom,
however, is ot the opinion that. since space on the Martinez map was so linlited.
the cartographer, to show two places which were close together, placed San Gabriel
incorrectly. to the south of the confluence. He states that no archaeological sites
south of the confluence have ever been identified.
64. Bandelier, Final Report, II, 100-107; Harrington, The Ethnogeog-raphy of the
Tewa India..., 480-488. For a desq;iption of the ruins, see N. C. Nelson, "Pueblo Ruins
in the Galisteo Basin, New Mexico," in Anthropological Papers of the American Museum of Natural History. New York. 1914. XV, 103.
65. Hodge lind Lewis, Spc.nish E",plorers, 356.
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trict where there were four pueblos all in sight of one
another. Three of these named San Marcos, San Lucas,
and San Cristobal, have been identified with ruins around
Galisteo."' In 1630, Father Benavides reported that there
were five Tano pueblos. These have been identified with
the Galisteo group."'
With the above information, it now remains to identify
the Galisteo pueblos discovered by Chamuscado. Since
Piedrahita was on the border of the buffalo country, I
therefore conclude this pueblo to be San Cristobal which
was the easternmost pueblo of the Galisteo basin. Piedrahita also was "built of stone," whereas a distinguishing
feature of the San Cristobal ruins is the rock enclosure,·a
San Marcos, four miles northeast of Cerrillos," was the
first pueblo mentioned by Castano when he entered this
region, and can therefore be identified with Malpartida,
which seems likewise to have been the first pueblo of the
groUP discovered by the Chamuscado expedition. The next
pueblo mentioned by Gallegos was Malagon, a small pueblo, near Malpartida. San Lazaro, twelve miles southwest
of Lamy, is a small pueblo ruin.'· and since it is near San
Marcos, it is probable that San Lazaro and Malag6n were
the same. Galisteo remains to be identified, and since of
the known historic sites, only one, Galisteo, remains unassigned, obviously then Chamuscado's Galisteo should be
located at this place. The fact that the names are the same
gives weight to this conclusion.
On September 28, the explorers departed from the
pueblo of Piedrahita for the buffalo country. They were
66. Hull, Castano de Sosa, 327; Bandelier, Final Report, II, 101; Twitchell,
Leading Facts of New Mexican History, I, 296.
67. "In addition to the three historical pueblos of Galisteo, San Crist6bal. and
San Lorenzo, the other two pueblos w~re San Marcos and Cienega . . . • . .To Bum
up the aituation: (1) San Marcos, and perhaps the village of Cienega, 8B well, were
puebloB founded after Coronado's visit, but some time before Castano'B arrival; (2)
the two Galisteo pueblos, San LucRs (Galisteo), and San CriBt6bal, had been rehabilitated Bince 1541" (Nelson, Galisteo Ruins, 26).
68. Gallegos, Relaci6n (A. G. I., 1-1-3/22); Bandelier, Final Report, II, 104.
69. Harrington, The Ethnology of the Tcwa Indians, 552.
70. Nelson, Gali<lteo Ruins, 98,
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told that the herds were but two days away. In fact, the
Indians said that at certain times of the. year, the buffalo
came within eight leagues of the pueblos." This led them
to expect a short easy journey. They skirted the northern
edge of the table-land between Galisteo and the Pecos
River, but, ~ince they were looking for a pass through the
mountains, they remained in the plains country and did
not cross the hills separating them from the Pecos Valley.
Finally, on October 3, the fifth day out, they discovered
the Pecos River near the present Anton Chico. They named
the river "EI Rio de Santo Domingo," and it was described
as being large and beautiful.
Four . leagues down the Pecos they found a large
rancheria of Indians, the first seen by them since leaving
Piedrahita. These Indians, to the number of four hundred warriors, threatened the Spaniards, but Father Rodriguez was able to assure them of his peaceful mission.
The inhabitants of the rancheria were Querechos, a naked
nomadic people, whose food consisted mostly of raw buffalo meat. The explorers were interested in the Indians'
dogs that were equipped with pack-saddles on which they
carried loads of fifty to seventy-five pounds for three or
four leagues a day. The buffalo, they told the Spaniards,
were two days away, and were "as numerous as grass in
the fields or sand in the rivers. H72
Leaving the Pecos at their backs, they traveled in an
easterly direction until, on October 10,.1581, they discovered great herds of buffalo. They had covered, since leaving Piedrahita" about forty leagues, but since they had
been marching in a circuitous way, it was hardly more
than twenty leagues to the pueblos. 73
The explorers killed a number of the buffalo, and so
great was their skill with their firearms that their Querecho
71. Obregon, Cionica, and Gallegos, Relaci6n, in A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22.
72. Ibid.
73. Bustamante, Declaration, 148; Gallegos, Relaci6n, and Obregon, Cronica, in
A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22. Tbe "Valle de San Francisco," where Chamuscado found the
buffalo, was formed by one of the upper sources of the Canadian River.
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guide was filled with amazement. Laden with buffalomeat, they returned to the Querecho rancheria. Then, by
their old trail, they returned to the pueblo of Galisteo..
Since their supplies were near exhaustion they asked
aid of the inhabitants of Piedrahita. They were inclined
to refuse, but when the soldiers discharged their guns in
the air, the Indians complied with alacrity. However, since
they knew that the Spaniards were not supernatural beings, for they had heard about the death of Father Santa
Maria, they secretly plotted against them. They began
to put their evil designs into effect by killing some of the
horses. This act so angered the soldiers that they determined to punish the culprits so that others would be deterred from any additional acts of violence. Although the
Indians were said to number over a thousand, the soldiers
attacked the pueblo of Malagon and captured three Indians.
Chamuscado then pretended to condemn them to public
decapitation. At the psychological moment the padres interfered and rescued the captives. This act won the friendship and confidence of all the natives."
.
From Galisteo the explorers returned to the Rio
Grande and then went to the Jemez Valley. Five leagues
up the valley, called "Valle de Santiago," they discovered
two pueblos: Puertofrio, which had three hundred houses,
and Banos, with one hundred houses. These pueblos were
probably located near the present Santa Ana and Cia,'" since
these two were the only important pueblos in the lower
Jemez Valley.'· It is impossible, however, to distinguish
between these two pueblos, although I am inclined to believe that Banos and Cia were the same.
While at Puaray the Spaniards heard that about
thirty-five leagues to the west were many settlements and
mines. To verify these reports they left the Rio Grande
74. Obregon, Cronica (A. G. I., 1-1-3/22),
75. Santa Ana is situated about five miles up the Jemez River on the north
bank. Cia is eight miles northwest of Santa Ana and alBo on the north bank of
the Jemez.
76. Bandelier, Final Report, II, 196.
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pueblos and marched for two days in a westerly direction
until they came to the pueblo of Acoma. It was described
by Gallegos as having five hundred houses and occupying
the best fortified 'position in Christendom. Bandelier's
emphatic statement that "Chamuscado certainly went to
Zuni but did not visit Acoma"" is thus disproven. From
Acoma they went to Zuni, and since it is known that they
passed El Morro, or Inscription Rock, where Chamuscado
and seven soldiers inscribed their names,'8 we can be fairly
certain that their trail from Acoma to Zuni passed by the
famous Inscription Rock, to the headwaters of the Zuni
River at Pescado. We have documentary evidence that
such a trail existed as early as 1540.
In Zuni, located about seventy-five miles west of
Acoma, Chamuscado discovered six pueblos. According to
Gallegos they were named: Aquima, Maca, Aconagua,
Allico, and Acana. They had seventy-five, one hundred,
forty-five, sixty, one hundred eighteen, and forty houses,
respectively. This is our first list of the villages of Cibola
with their original names, notwithstanding Bandelier's
assertion that Onate gave us the first list. Since Luxan
also gives the native names for the pueblos, Onate was not
the first but the third,'" Maca was the most northeasterly
of the Zuni pueblos. It was located at the foot of the northeast corner of Thunder Mountain in the Zuni Valley, Allico
was the most southwesterly pueblo of the group, for it was
from this pueblo (Agrisco) that the Espejo party left to
go to Moqui. This pueblo was also the first one (Aguicobi)
discovered by Coronado who approached from the west,
and it was mentioned as the largest. It was the largest
Zuni pueblo seen by Chamuscado, having 118 houses. It was
77. Ibid.; 331.
78. "In 1888 Mr. Cushing discovered the names on the rock" (Ibid.• 33).
79. Bandelier, Documentary History of the Zuni Tribes, III, 84-85; "In 1598
Onate named the pueblos, Aguicobi. Canabi, Coaqueria, lIalonagu. Macaqui, and
Aquinsa" (Hodge, Handbook of American Indians.. II, 1017); "There are six pueblos named Maleque, Cuaquema. Agrisco, Olona, Cuaguima, and Cana" (Luxan,
Entrada, A. G. I., 1-1-3/22). See Fewkes, A Journal of American Ethnology and
Archaeology, I, 95, for map of the Zuiii Valley.
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on the south side of the Zuni River, about fifteen miles
southeast of Maca. The oth\~r pueblos were. located between Maca and Allico. Ac<magua (the Halonagu of Onate)
was but a short distance south of the present site of the
pueblo of Zuni. Aquima (Pinana) was also a short distance west-southwest of Aconagua. Coaguima (Kia-Kima)
was situated at the foot Of the southwest corner of Thunder
Mountain. Here tradition says the negro Estevan was
killed in 1539. One more pueblo, Acana (Canabi) remains
to be accounted for. It was probably located two miles
east of Allico on the Ojo Caliente.'"
While at Zuni the explorers were told that at a two
days'journey to the west was the Moqui settlement with
five large pueblos. They were not able to visit Moqui because of a heavy snowfall. The return to the Tigua pueblo
of Puaray on the Rio Grande was made over the same trail
which they had taken in going to Acoma and Zuni.
.After the return from Zuni, another side trip was
made east of the Rio Grande. On this occasion they explored the saline country east of the Manzano Mountains.
Which route they took in going from Puaray to the salines
is not known, but it is presumed that they passed through
the mountains by way of the San Pedro Valley. Near the
salines, about fourteen leagues east of the mountains, they
found several pueblos. Gallegos names five of these:
Zacatula (125 houses), Ruiseco, (200 houses), La Mesa
(90 houses), La Joyal (95 houses), and Francavilla, (65
houses) . The salt lakes proper and the plains to the north
of them as far as Galisteo, are today without vestiges of
human occupation. But to the northwest near Chilili, on
the west side of the creek by the same name, there is a pueblo ruin which seems to be the most northerly of this group
of pueblos. Between Chililf and Tajique, which is fifteen
miles to the south, there are no ruins. Likewise, between
80. Bandelier, Final Report, II, 336-338; . . . . • . • . . Documentary Hu,tory of
the Zuni Tribes, III. 35-37; Luxan, Entrada, and Gallegos, Rclaci6n, in A. G. I..
1-1-3/22.
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Tajique and Manzanos, the country is barren of pueblo remains. Both at and around' Manzano, however, there are
many pueblo ruins one of the most important being Cuar-ay
(quarai) six miles east of Manzano and on the southwestern edge of the salt lakes. I conclude, therefore, that the
five pueblos named by Gallegos must have been the Tigua
pueblos located between Chilili and Manzano.s1 The explorers heard about three other larger pueblos farther
from the salines. These pueblos must have been Abo,
Tenab6, and Tabira. They were not able to visit them because of the snow, and for that reason returned by the same
route to Puaray!'
It was now over six months since the explorers had
left Santa Barbara. Notwithstanding their paucity of
numbers, they had been eminently successful in exploring
not only the entire pueblo region on the upper Rio Grande,
but also as far west as Zuni and as far east as the Canadian
River. A thorough reconnaisance having been made, it
was felt that an immediate return should be made to render
a report to the viceroy. The two friars, Rodriguez and
Lopez, stated their intention of remaining among the Indians. Realizing the great dangers the padres courted, the
soldiers argued that it was not only dangerous for the religious themselves to remain, but, in the event of their death,
it would be doubly difficult for other missionaries to enter
that land. Their arguments were without avail for the
friars persisted in their intention to remain. Another affidavit similar to the one prepared by Gallegos after the
departure of Father Santa Maria was drawn up by the
scribe, setting forth their unsuccessful efforts to induce
the friars to return to Mexico with them.'"
Since he was not able to shake the friars from their
81. Escalante and Barrado, Brief and True Account, 157; Gallegos, Relaci6n,
(A. G. I., 1-1-3/22) ; Bandelier, Final Report, II, 253-260.
82. Ibid., 268; Gallegos, Relaci6n (A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22).
83.
(Affidavit), Province of San Felipe, February 13, 1582 (A. G. 1., 58-3-9).
For a translation of this document, see J. L. Mccham, Supplementary Documents
Relating to the Chamuscado-Rodriguez Expedition, 224-231.
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purpose, Chamuscado did all in his power to make their
stay as safe and comfortable as possible. The Indians were
told that the soldiers were leaving to bring back more
Christians, -and the Indians were asked to care for the
padres during their absence. The soldiers also left the
friars most of their own .,supplies, and a few of the Indian
servants who had accompanied them from Mexico. After
promising to exercise all possible haste in returning to Mexico and in sending back help, they left Puaray on January
31, 1582.
The fate of the two Franciscans remained unknown to
the soldiers until after their return to Mexico. About three
months after their arrival in Santa Barbara there appeared
at that place two of the Indian servants, Francisco and
Geronimo, who had remained in New Mexico with the
padres. Their story is the only authentic information we
have regarding the martyrdom of Fathers Rodriguez and
Lopez. They said that shortly after the departure of the
soldiers, the Indians of Puaray killed Father Lopez. Fran;.;
cisco and Geronimo, being frightened, ran away, and while
they were running they' heard outcries in the pueblo and
from this they judged that the Indians had attacked Father
Agustin."'
From Puaray Chamuscado and his eight soldier-companions returned to Santa Barbara by the same route over
which they had entered the pueblo region. On the return
trip they stopped now and then to prospect for minerals
in the mountains near the Rio Grande. Throughout the
expedition they had always been on the lookout for "prospects," thereby betraying their personal, material interest
in the expedition. Some of the more noteworthy "finds"
84. Barrado. Decla.ration. 151-3; Report of the Viceroy. 159. Obregon laconically
states that the indians killed the padres because they coveted the supplies the soldiers
had left them. Zirate-Salmeron (Relacion de Nuevo Mexico. XI. 8(1). gives details concerning the deaths of the padres; he says. "Father Lopez was killed a little
distance from the pueblo (Puaray) with two blows of a war-club. Father Rodriguez
was taken to Santiago one and one-half leagues up the river. but was killed also.
and his body cast in the river."
Since Zarate-Salmeron's account is replete with
error, we must regard this story as hearsay.
.
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were: (1) One in the San Mateo Mountains south of San
Felipe; (2) one near the pueblo of Malpartida in the Cerrillos district; (3) the mine of Santa Catalina, five leagues
southwest of Malpartida in the Manzano Mountains. Escalante and Barrado testified that they discovered good mineral prospects. Specimens were taken to Mexico City where
they were assayed, and some were found to be worth thirtysix marks per quintal."
Captain Chamuscado, because of the hardships of the
journey and his advanced years, for he was near seventy
years of age, became very ill when the explorers were below
EI Paso. He was bled with difficulty because all of the
surgical instruments had been left with the missionaries.
Thereafter the soldiers had to proceed slowly to give their
captain an opportunity to regain his strength. But he declined slowly, and since he was too weak to ride a horse,
a litter was made to be carried between two horses. Since
~ven their axes had been left with the padres, they were
compelled to use their swords to cut poles, and to obtain
leather they were forced to kill a horse. Their desire to
reach Santa Barbara where the last sacrament could be
administered to the sick captain was not fulfilled, for,
when they were about forty leagues away, Chamuscado
died. They buried him as best they were able, and marked
the spot in order that if ever opportunity afforded, his
body might be removed to Santa Barbara. The Espejo
party discovered the cross marking the grave two leagues
below the junction of the San Pedro and Conchos Rivers....
The eight soldiers, with Hernan Gallegos' in command, arrived in Santa Barbara on Apri115, 1582, after an absence
of nearly eleven months.
The explorers were joyfully received by the vecinos of
Santa Barbara, for, because of their long absence, they
were thought to be lost. Although New Mexico had been
explored by virtue of a viceregal commission, and there86. Escalante and Barrado, Brief and True Account, 157; Gallegos to the King,
March 14, (A. G. I., 66-6-16).
86. Lux"n, Entrada (A. G. I., 1-1-3/22).
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fore was regarded as being under the direct jurisdiction
of the viceroy, the alcalde of Santa Barbara pretended to
claim the new lands for Diego de Ibarra, the governor of
Nueva Vizcaya. He ordered Hernan Gallegos to surrender
all of his papers, and, seeing that resistance was useless,
Gallegos agreed to do so the following day. Early in the
morning, however, he left Santa Barbara secretly, with his.
papers and two companions. The other soldiers remained
in Santa Barbara, "to prevent any person from entering
the newly-discovered region until the viceroy had acted on
the matter.'''" They arrived in Mexico City on May 8, 1582.
There they saw the viceroy and gave complete reports of
the expedition. They also exhibited such specimens of
the new lands as cotton-cloth, buffalo-hides, minerals,
wicker baskets, and earthenware. Hernan Gallegos returned to Spain soon after, and, in Madrid, on March 30, 1583,
he petitioned the crown for a capitulation "similar to that
granted Francisco de Ibarra" to undertake the conquest
of New Mexico. Of course his petition was not granted,
but nevertheless we must add the name of Hernan Gallegos
to the list of applicants for the grant to conquer New Mexico.··
"Only nine men dared to enter that land and accomplished what five hundred men were unable to do," wrote
Gallegos. Although it is certain that the immediate achievements of Chamuscado did not equal those of Coronado,
nevertheless it is true that the smaller expedition was attended by far greater consequences. Coronado's enterprise resulted in vague, hazy rumors of an almost forgotten
land;· Chamuscado's entrada was the immediate occasion
of Espejo's expedition, which in turn culminated in Onate's
colonization of New Mexico. In the Chamuscado expedition of 1581-1582, we witness the first steps in the founding of Spanish New Mexico.
87. Gallegos, Relaci6n (A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22)
88. Hernan Gallegos to the King, Madrid, March 30, 1583 (A. G. I., 66-5-16). For
a Jist of the applicants, see G. P. Hammond, "Don Juan de Onate and the Founding of New Mexico" in New Mexico Historical Review, I. 51...53.
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THE FOUNDING OF NEW MEXICO

(continued)
Chapter V.
The Final Inspection

The Religious Motive of the Expedition. On the completion of the inspection conducted by Ulloa and Esquivel
early in 1597, satisfactory though it was, the soldiers in the
army could do nothing save wait for good news from the
king. And though a favorable decision was soon made the
summer of 1597 waned before the report could be carried
to the frontier of Nueva Vizcaya.
In the meantime it is necessary to follow another and
very important phase of the conquest of New Mexico, the
story of the missionaries. The religious object of conquering expeditions was always a leading motive in their organization."'" The Spanish monarchs were not only interested in reaping a great harvest of gold and silver; they also
wanted to save souls. Thus friars invariably accompanied
the military tours to preach the gospel and to baptize the
willing natives. Onate's expedition was no exception. Practically every appeal which he or his friends made to the
king pretended that the proposed conquest was undertaken
solely for the conversion of the natives!'O When Onate received the news of the order of suspension he bemoaned
the success of the devil to prevent and delay that which was
to have been done by this expedition for a multitude of
souls - who are under his dominion but who are longing
269. See Merriman, R. B. Rise of the Spanish Empire in the Old World and the
New, III, 621-2, 631 and 652, regarding missi',nary activity and the search for riches.
270. Onate to the king, December 16, 1596 A. G. I., 58--3-15; Onate's petition
and contract, September 21, 1595, in Hackett, Rist. Docs., 227; order of the king,
March 4, 1596, A. G. I .. 58-3-12.
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for the bread of the divine gospel - by bringing them to
the knowledge of our sacred faith.'''
The reason for placing so much emphasis on this point
was that expeditions for the discovery and conquest of new
regions could only be carried out under the guise of religious conquests. The New Laws of 1542-1543, better known
for the attempt to check the encomienda system, prohibited
the former marauding campaigns which had wiped out
thousands of Indians, thereby arousing eternal hostility in
the hearts of the survivors against the Spaniards. These
laws attempted to regulate some of the worst features of
the Spanish colonial system, and though they were not
immediately successful it was a step forward. The crown
definitely laid down the policy that our chief intention and
will has always been and is the preservation and increase
of the Indians, and that they be instructed and taught in
the matters of our holy Catholic faith, and be well treated
as free persons and our vassals, as they are. 272
The Council of the Indies was charged with the duty
of continually guarding the welfare of the natives. One or
two missionaries must accompany every expedition to care
for their spiritual welfare. No excesses would be tolerated
either by governors or by private persons. Moreover discoverers could not bring away Indians from their province
except three or four interpreters. The penalty for violation
of the law was death."·
Additional regulations of a like nature were provided
in 1573, but with particular reference to new discoveries.
The religious purpose of' new pacifications, for the word
"conquests" should not be used, was again stressed and the
missionaries were to be given preference in pacifying new
lands, if there were any priests who desired to go.''''
The First Band of Franciscans. The redemption of
271. Oliate to Monterey, September 13, 1596, in Hackett, Hist. Docs.,' 858; ct.
Santiago del Riego to the king, November 10, 1596, in ibid., 373.
272. Stevens, Henry and Lucas, Fred W., The New Laws 0/ the Indies. VII.
278. Ibid., XVIII.
.
274. "Ordenances de aU Magestad, . . . 1573," i;' Col. Doc. Ined., XVI, 151-152.
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souls was thus a prominent end to be achieved by the conquest undertaken by Onate. Consequently as soon as the
early controversy over the limitation of the contract had
been settled he asked Father Pila, Franciscan commissarygeneral of New Spain, for missionaries. The latter responded by naming Fray Rodrigo Duran apostolic-commissary
of the band, which was to consist of five friars and one lay
brother, according to Onate's contract. In the group were
Fray Baltasar, Fray Cristobal de Salazar, Onate's cousin,
characterized as "eminent in letters," Fray Diego Marquez,
the representative of the Inquisition, called "the good" by
Villagra,27' and Fray F~ancisco de San Miguel:'· They were
on the point of leaving Mexico for Zacatecas on May 11,
1596:17 while preparations for an early departure for New
Mexico were rapidly being concluded by the army.
Dispute over Jurisdiction. The appointment of these
Franciscans was the occasion for a dispute between the
church and the regular clergy in regard to jurisdiction over
New Mexico. 27• The bishop of Guadalajara in this case insisted that the province was within the confines of his
bishopric and that he could exclude all friars pretending to
administer the sacraments. Monterey feared that some
serious scandal might result if both parties, independent
of one another, were allowed to send laborers into the new
field. The old rivalry of the secular forces would break
out and the salvation of souls be forgotten. For that reason he submitted the question to theologians and to the
audiencia for their opinion:" There is nothing to indicate
that the bishop's demands were granted. It is likely that
he became less enthusiastic when the region failed to bring
forth the wealth in minerals which had been expected. For
275. Villagrii, Hiatoria, 1. 34; cf. Torqucmada, Monarchia Indiana, i, 671276. Monterey a s. M., May I, 1508. A. G. I., 58- 3- 13. 277. Carta del Conde de Monterey a S. M., May 11, 1596, A. G. I., 58-3-15.
278. The jealousy of the church and the orders was vepy bitter in the Indies.
Tithes, tribute and the right of administerin~ the sacraments being the chief causes
of conflict. See Bancroft, Mezico, II, 663-674.
279. Carta del Conde de Monterey a S. M., May 11, 1596.
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many years New Mexico was to remain a missionary field
of the Franciscan Order.Recall of Fray Marquez. In regard to the good Fra.y
Marquez some further trouble arose. Monterey was very
much displeased that he had been named the agent of the
Inquisition, which had been done without his knowledge.
In the first place Marquez had been born in New Spain and
was an intimate friend of Onate, and in the second place
Monterey.questioned the right of the Inquisition to extend
its, authority over the province:"! He therefore warned
the Holy Office that its claim could probably not be maintained, at least not without a special order. The two objections were effectively argued with the result that the
Inquisition agreed to permit his recall and to refrain from
Ilaming another in his pl~ce. There were of course, but
comparatively few Spaniards in Onate's army, and as the
activity of the tribunal could not be extended to the Indians
it was evident that there would be little need for Marquez's
presence."'" Monterey explained the situation to the commissary-general, who required Marquez to return to Mexico. He took leave of the army in 1598. Onate was loath
to see him go, and in view of the close relations between
them his feelings can readily be appreciated....
Father Duran Withdraws. It was while these events
were in the initial stage that Onate received the royal cedqla suspending his enterprise, in which state it was to remain a whole year without any sign of relief. Fray Duran
became thoroughly discouraged and determined to return
to Mexico. The disappointed governor begged him to remain but his requests were of no avail. The friar departed
with some of his companions, leaving Father San Miguel
280. Bolton, Spanish Borderlands, 177-178; see the famous Memorial of Fray Alonso
de Benavides, 1680, translated by Mrs. Edward E. Ayer and annotated by F. W.
Hodge and C. F. Lummis.
281. . Carta del Conde de Monterey d S. M., May 11, 1696. The Inquisition had
been established in New Spain in 1671. Priestley, The Me",;"an Nation. 112; Banemft, Me",;"o, II, 676 ft.
282. Monterey Ii S. M., May 1, 1698; cf. ViIIagra, Historia, I, 44.
281. For the departure of Marquez see below.
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i.n his place;"" Not all of the missionaries left, however.
Father Salazar, Onate's cousin, did not leave, nor did
Marquez, not till he was compelled to somewhat later.
The Friars Seek Additional Favors. There has come
d,Own to us an interesting memorial dealing with the proposed conversion of New Mexico. It was probably composed by the Franciscan friars while they were preparing
to go to .New Mexico. The petition was sent to the commi~sary-general of the order who. approved practically all
of its provisions, whereupon it was directed to the viceroy
jn the hope of securing official sanction. As the king was
to pay the expense of the missionaries royal consent was
necessary before any increase of missionary force, as asked
in the petition, could be made.""
The meIJlorial sought to delimit the activities of the
religious and temporal authorities. It is obvious that in
such a frontier community there would be many opportunities for conflict between the soldiers, bent on wealth
and glory, and the friars, ambitious to augment the kingdom of God, and the purpose of the memorial was the elimInation of the former.
The petitioners requested the viceroy to increase the
number of missionaries going to New rl'lexico from six to
twelve; to prohibi t the governor and royal officials from
interfering with tpe establishment of churches or schools
wherever. the friars might desire to locate them; to have the
governor assemble the Indians in towns that they might
be more easily reached by the fathers; to permit trips into
the interior by the padres without military escort. This
last request was frowned upon by the commissary-general,
for some of the friars might go on such missions merely to
court martyrdom. The memorial further sought to reserve
to thereligio~s freedom of communication with the viceroy
284. fJont1)rey d S. M., May I, 1598; cf. Villagra._ [listoria. "I. 44.
285. J.femon'al para el yllu.'1tristm,o s(lnor vis80rrCy en Lo pcrtcnecicnte a La doctrlna
y', m,i,nwtros del Nucha Mexico, undated, A. G. I., 58-3-15. It was sent to Spain by
Martin Lopez de Gauna, the sccretario de gobernaci6n.
286. This point nad abo been emphasized in Onate's instructions.
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and their superiors; to guarantee the riath"es freedom
from serving the Spaniards in order not to incite their
hostility;280 to insure the' governor's leniency in makiflg a
census of the province which ,vas to be used in apportion~
ing tribute; to secure as interpreter, an Indian wonian ~vho
had been brought from New Mexico, and sonie orphan
boys in New Spain who would be taught the language, of the
natives of New Mexico; and to safeguard the new land from
devastation by pardoning' LeY-v'a and Humanaof their mi,sdeed in entering the land "\vithout authority. It was6\Jidently in response to this appeal that Fathel'; M::;.rtin'ez
early in 1598 was able to lead nine other padres to New
Mexico:8'
The Army Lea,Des Casco. It is now necessary to re~
turn to the thread of the story. We left Oi"tate and 'his£ollowers encamped at the Casco mil1cs, where most of them
had been stationed since November 1, 1596. By February,
1597, the inspection hadbeensatisfactoril:v completed, but
the army was not permitted to march. On August 1 of the
same year it was set in motion, evidently to bring the Casco
division to Santa B[trbara. This occurred on August 19,
and here at the farthest outpost of civilization carhp was
pitched to await the final inspection. ""
The Royal C6dula of April 2, 1597. Meantime the
Count of Monterey received the royal cedula of April 2,
1597 with the fleet."" The decree was found to release
Onate from the ban of suspension and authorized him to
continue the expedition, provided the men and supp1i¢s required by the contract were still held in readiness."" When
the viceroy forwarded this order to Onate he urged hini to
declare frankly that the expedition was hopelessly ruined,
287. See chapter VI, note 34G. 'The interpreter ment!oncd was Dona Yncs who.
had been brought from New Mexico by Castano in 1591'. She never. learned her
native tongue again. See "Ytinerario,'" in Col. D~c. Ined., XVI, 258.
288. "Ytinerario," in ibid" XVI, 231.
289. Ordinarily it arrived in August or September. In 1591 it came September
23-29; in 1595 on September 18,
290. Royal cMula, April 2, 1597, in Haci<ett Rist, Docs., 345.
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if such should be the case, in order that the conquest should
not be put off any longer. Delay, he argued, would merely
increase his loss and cause his friends and relatives greater
suffering. But Onate replied with great confidence that
he was able to carry out the expedition at once. Monterey
Was so impressed with the "extreme earnestness" of this
letter that he determined to send an officer at once to inspect the army!'"
Salazar Sent to Inspect the Army. On September 18,
1597, Monterey commissioned Juan de Frias Salazar to
perform the required inspection." Salazar was a native
of the Burgos mountains and an inhabitant and miner of
Pachuca. According to Monterey his choice was generally
considered excellent. Salazar was rich, well up in years
and possessed the character and intelligence required for
the task. He was experienced in military affairs, having
served in Flanders for several years. Moreover he was
said to be entirely reliable and free from any personal or
political ties which might hinder him in performing his
duty thoroughly and conscientiously.
Nearly a year had passed since Ulloa's inspection and
it was therefore probable that many of Onate's soldiers
and his stock of provisions would have dwindled considerably. This led Monterey to demand a thorough inspection
in order that there might be no question as to his right to
carryon the conquest of New Mexico.
Salazar was given
absolute power to carry it out. Onate and all his captains
and soldiers were ordered to render obedience to him. In
2
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291. Monterey to the king, November 26, 1597, A. G. I., 68-3-12; cf. order of
MontereY, September 18, 1697" in Traslado authorizado en virtud de poder que para
eUo el seJ'ior virrey Conde de Monterey para enviar d S. M' 11 a 8U Real CO'nseio de
I<u indias AcercA de W visitA de la jornada del Nuevo Me"'ico que hizo en comisi6n
don JUAn de Frias SawzAr, A. G. I., 68-3-14. Hereafter cited as Sawzar visitA.
292. Order of Monterey, Se'ptember 18, 1697, in ibid., cf. "Memorial sobre 81
descubrimiento," in Col. Doc. Ined., XVI, 197.
293. Monterey to the king, November 26, 1597, A. G. I., 68-3-12. Captain Luis
Guerrero was n~med Salazar's assistant and Jaime Fernandez was made notary.
Salasar received a· salary of three hundred pesos per month, Guerrero four peso.
per day, Fernandez three, the constable two and one-half and the interpreter two.
The cost was to be met by the real hacienda as expenses of war. Order of Monterey,
September 18, 1597, in Salazar visitA.
I
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case of any disturbance the inspector was to mete out
justice strictly. Salazar was thus serving in a dual capacity, both as visitador and juez superior.""'
The instructions which Salazar carried for the performance of this inspection are known only in part. We
know that he was required to take minute account of all
the things Onate had agreed to bring, as stated in his contract, and also of all other things taken along. If it was
shown that Onate had fully complied with his obligations
he was to proceed with God's blessing. But if there were
deficiencies it was left to Salazar to determine what should
be done. A lack oias much as one-eight part of the required
amount might be excused, but that was the maximum. If
any such insufficiency existed security had to be given so
that the supplies could be forwarded to New Mexico.""o
Salazar's Arrival at Santa Barbam. When Salazar
reached Zacatecas about the middle of October, 1597, some
of Onate's,colonists were still there. These he ordered to
leave within three days, directing them to go by . way of
Fresnillo, eight leagues distant, where he would join them
in order to make regulations for the march.
By November 16 he" had reached Santa Barbara,"'" where his arrival
was the· occasion for a great demonstration. The governor and his officers appeared in full military regalia and
fired a salute to honor their official guest. When Onate
and Salazar met they embraced, further military ceremonies wer!'l staged and all marched to the camp where a
206

294. Ibid.
295. Copia de un capitulo de la comunicaci6n que Ilev" Juan de Friae Salazar
quando fue a visitar el campo de Don Juan de Onate antes de entrar en e1 Nuevo
Mexico. A. G. 1., 58-3-13 undated.
296. Order of Salazar, undated, in Salazar viei(a. Since it required about three
weeks to go from Mexico to Zacatecas and approximately an equal length of time
to Santa Barbara the order was probably given about the middle of October.
297. Salazar to Onate, November 16, 1597, in ibid. This notification is the first
indication we have of his arrival at Santa Barbara.
298. Villagra, HiBtoria, I, 46. Villagri, vividly depicts these scenes and the change
In the eBprit de corpB of the army. In their joy, he states, the soldiers strutted
about like peacocks.
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second salute was given. The inspector's arrival had a remarkable effect on the army. Hope in the future was
high.""·
The enthusiasm exhibited in this ostentatious manner
soon turned to bitterness. Immediately after his arrival,
for instance, Salazar advised Onate that faithful obedience
to all instructions would be necessary if the outcome of the
inspection was expected to be successful. Then he ordered
that the entire camp be put in immediate marching order."""
This was on November 16. At the same time he required
Onate to furnish a list of all the officers and men in the
army and ordered every member of the expedition to appear personally before him:"" Onate received this order
with disappointment. The ruin of the enterprise seemed
imminent, according to Villagra, for many days would be
needed to prepare and load thl~ carts and wagons."''' Nevertheless immediate compliance with the order was promised,
tilOugh it was accompanied by a mild remonstrance, since
the army was comfortably established and prepared to undergo the visitation in that locality:02
Salazar soon made provision for protecting the inhabitants in the neighborhood of the camp. Captain Juan
de Gordejuela, the alcalde of the province, was authorized
to protect them and to redress all wrongs whether inflicted
on Spaniards or Indians by soldiers or colonists from the
army. Members of the expedition were prohibited from
taking anything which did not belong to them. For the
first offense the guilty one must pay for the stolen goods
at the rate of four times its value and receive six lashes. A
second offense would necessitate more rigorous punishment. The order was publicly proclaimed."'"
The Army Forced to Leave Santa Barbara. Six days
had now passed since the inspector first required Onate to
299.
300.
301.
302.
303.

Ibid.
Avi8o, November 16, 1597, in Salazar vi8ita.
Villagra, HiBtoria, I, 46.
Avi8o, November 17, 1597, in SalGzcr ..isita.
Orders of Salazar. November 21, 1597. in ibid.
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have the army in marching order and it was still at Santa
Barbara. A second notice was given and a warning sounded.
Again the governor promised to comply, but a louder protest was made. All his supplies were stored 'in Santa Barbara warehouses and he contended that the inspection ought
to be held there. In spite of this situation he claimed to be
exercising all the diligence and haste possible. On the same
day Salazar forbade anyone, either within or without the
army, to loan Onate anything in order to help him pass the
inspection. If this had been done immediate notification
had to be made thereof.""
Notwithstanding the above orders the army remained
in camp, and as a result a third notice came:'" The governor was now ordered to break camp and to set out toward
the frontier, continuing till a suitable place for holding the
visita should be found. Salazar maintained that it could
not be done satisfactorily at Santa Barbara. On December
5 there came a fourth order of like tenor, which also reo
quested him to account for his failure to obey. Onate was
warned that this delay was at his own risk Boo This elicited
a vigorous response from the aggrieved governor. Great
injury was being done him, he insisted. According to his
contract the inspection should be held at Santa Barbara
where the army was then stationed, as that was the last
settlement. Nevertheless neither he nor any of his men
had been inactive. Their preparations were sofaI' along
that the march could be undertaken within a week..
Though Onate was so very indignant because Salazar
would not hold the inspection at Santa .Barbara it is clear
that the latter's orders were not all unfavorable to him.
Thus he prohibited the soldiers from scattering while on
the march. No one might turn back. The damage already
inflicted on the country was bad enough, and returning
1lO7

804.
805.
806.
807.

See reports under date of November 23, 1597, in ibid.
Tercero apercibimient~, November 30, 1597, in ibid.
Quarto apercibimiento. December 6. 1697, in ibid.
Noti/icaciOn. Deeember 6. 1697. in ibid.
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bands of soldiers would probably be in more desperate circumstances and cause further trouble. This order was
occasioned by the departure of some soldiers on December
4. Onate was notified that if these deserters did not return
as ordered the matter would be placed in the viceroy's
hands.""" In his reply the governor agreed to cooperate with
Salazar. He promised that the army should march without being divided. He expressed pleasure that no one would
be allowed to depart, for that was exactly what he desired.
Regarding the soldiers who had left the day previous he
could only say that they had gone without permission to
round up some cattle. Such was the story told in Santa
Barbara. In compliance with Salazar's order he forbade
them to take part in the enterprise.""
Final Arrangements for the Inspection. Plans for
the inspection were meanwhile being formulated and enforced by stern discipline. By one order every member of
the expedition had been required to declare personally what
he was bringing, whether it was provisions or munitions,
horses or cattle, or anything else. This order had been issued November 16."'0 Now it was decreed that this had to
be done within four days or the goods would be subject to
confiscation.."" The order was generally observed, though
a few stragglers appeared later in December. Those at
Todos Santos gave their declarations between January 4
and 6, 1598. Salazar wanted to secure a record of what each
man possessed in order to distinguish their goods from
what Onate was bringing."" A short time later it was decreed that no one might leave for New Mexico without the
inspector's approval under penalty of death; nor could any
live stock be taken along unless first seen by the inspecting 6fficers. 1I18
808.
809.
810.
IU.
112.
118.

Auto. December 6. 1697. in ibid.
Noti/icaci6... December 5. 1697. in ibid.
See above.
BaRdo. December 6. 1697. in Salazar visita.
Manitestaci6n. in ibid.
BaRdo. December 9. 1697. in ibid.
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After oft repeated orders Onate finally set the army
in motion on December 18, 1597:14 The next two days were
spent rounding up the cattle and crossing the San Bartolome river. Two and one-half leagues farther on a halt
was ordered at the San Geronimo river where the inspection was ordered to be held. m• This aroused Villagra's ire,
for it was a barren spot. Some relief was afforded, however, when a few small springs furnishing an ample water
supply were found near by. The faithful poet ascribed
this discovery to the mercy of God:'·
Without further delay Salazar made the final arrangements for the inspection. Two experienced stockmen were
named to assist in inspecting the animals. s" Then notice
was served that the inspection would actually begin on
December 22 at the San Geronimo river, one league from
the mines of Todos Santos. mB The governor was required
to take oath that all the things in his possession were his
own and that nothing had been furnished him secretly. This
he did in the inspector's presence."'B
In the neighborhood of Santa Barbara lived several
men who possessed large holdings and great herds of cattle. Salazar feared that Onate might have made corrupt
arrangements with them to help him pass the inspection.
He required these men, Bartolome Delgado, Pedro Sanchez
de Chaves and Pedro Sanchez de Fuensalida, to give sworn
statement of the cattle they had given, sold or loaned him.
Only Pedro Sanchez de Chaves had aided Onate, having sold
him several hundred head of stock. As it was a legitimate
sale no objections
, were made.a."O
814.

Fee. December 19, 1697. in ibid.

.tart was made as the 17. Col. Doc.

In~d.,

The "Ytinerario" gives the date when the
XVI, 231.

815. This was December 20, ibid.
816. Villagra, Historie, I, 46.
817. They were Bartolome Delgado of Nombre de Dios and Juan Sanchez de
Ulloa of Todos Santos. Auto, December 20, 1697, in Salazar visita.
818. Auto, December 21, 1697, in ibid.
8U1. Auto. and Oliate's reply, December 22, 1697, in ibid. At the same time
Oftate chose the contador Alonso Sanchez to represent him during the visita.
820. Order of Salazar and reply, December 21, 1697, in ibid. Pedro de Is Cruz
also appears as one of the prominent inhabitants of this locality.

304

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

Before actually beginning the inspection Salazar or..,
dered that no one would be allowed to leave the camp or
the quartel de armas for any reason whatsoever, except by
his express order.""' This proclamation filled the army
with dismay. It caused the soldiers who were guarding
the stock to come into camp, for instance, leaving the latter
to stray and to cause further confusion.:m But the visita
was begun on December 22 as had been decreed.
While the inspection was under way it became evident
to Salazar that injuries were being done the ranchers of
the neighborhood by the soldiers. Perhaps the stringent
measures adopted fostered a spirit of rebellion. At any
rate cattle were disappearing from the vicinity without
any more reasonable explanation than that they were
stolen and slaughtered by the soldiers. So it was ordered
that cattle should not be killed outside of the quartel, and
that slaughtering should occur on only one day during the
week, Ofiate being privileged to designate the day. Both he
and Salazar then chose a representative who were to inspect
the cattle on the stated day. They had to note the brand
and report to the inspector.'123
The Outcome of the Inspection. From December 22,
1597, to January 8, the inspection was in progress. Salazar
gave it his personal attention, for it was not to be a mere
formality, according to the viceroy's instructions. The
inspector obeyed literally, if the poet is to be trusted. The
cattle were first listed, one kind at the time. It was never
known till the day previous what particular kind would
be inspected in the morning. This compelled the men to
go out at night ~o round up the scattered animals. If more
should later be found Salazar refused to enter it in his record.... Ofiate did faU short of his obligations in some respects, but whether Villagra!sexcuses are the right ones is
321.
322.
323.
324.

Order of Salazar, December 21, 1597. in ibid; Villagra, HiBtoria, I, 47.
Ibid.
Order of Salazar. January 4, in Salazar visikL.
Villagra, Histaria, I, 47.
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another story. It is obvious that Salazar had his own difficulties in carrying out his task. A brief table will illustrate Onate's chief deficits.
Name
Required
Deficit
goats
1000 head
284 head
sheep for wool
3000 head
483 head
sheep for mutton
1000 head
617 head
quicksilver
150 head
54 head
powder
150 head
49 head
leads'"
500 pesos
125 pesos
500 pesos
500 pesos
frieze & sackcloth
gifts to Indians
600 pesos
37 pesos
medicine
500 pesos
375 p'esos
iron for tools
500 pesos
144 pesos
jerked beef
500 pesos
331 pesos
wheat
100 quintals
22 quintals
mares
30 quintals
4 quintals
colts
10 quintals
5 quintals
There was, on the other hand, a surplus in some divisions, notably in the footgear, flour and iron tools. Onate
also brought some things not stipulated in the contract.B:llI
These surplus materials were substituted for some of the
less important deficiencies."" Nevertheless the final count
showed that he was short over two thousand three hundnid
pesos:"S
When the inspection of the cattle, supplies and provisions was completed the final review was ordered to be held
at the mines of Todos Santos on January 8, 1598. Indians,
mulattos or mestizos were barred from the review unless
they made declaration of their status. If anyone proposed
to ,enlist with the intention of remaining behind after hav325. Onate offered twenty quintals of greda as a substitute for the lead, However when Salazar passed San Geronimo I,n the way to Mexico city he found two
Indians with a cart and oxen digging up the said greda, They said that Onate
had sold it to Pedro de la Cruz, one of the residents of that region. Reports of
Salazar and Negrete, February 6. 1598, in Salazar viBita.
326. Vi.ita, in ibid.
327. Monterey Ii S, M" May 4, 1598, A. G. 1. 58-3-13.
328. "Memorial sobre el descubrimiento" in Col, Doc. Ined., XVI, 197.
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ing helped the governor through the muster Salazar threatened the death penalty. They were given a free chance to
leave, as were those who might have been persuaded to join
the army."'"
On the eve of the review Salazar had learned that a
number of soldiers were dependent on Onate for their
equipment and he requested him to declare the truth under
oath. He named twenty-two men and desired to know
what each was to receive. From this statement can be inferred how great a struggle Onate was putting forth to fulfill the terms of the contract. Only in this way could he
get soldiers to remain through the long delays. In his reply only twenty men were named as dependent upon him
and he specified what each was to receive. With slight exceptions this included two horses, helmet, visor, coat of
mail, cuishes, harquebus and horse armor."30 It is significant to note, however, that of the twenty only eleven appeared in the final review. What had become of the others?
Villagra says that many took advantage of Salazar's offer
permitting the return of those who wanted to do So."'" Evidently the faint-hearted took advantage of that opportunity
and deserted the friends who had striven so hard to keep
the expedition at its full number.
The review at Todos Santos was held as ordered, the
performance taking place within the church. It was conducted in the following manner. As each appeared his
name was recorded, together with his birthplace and his
father's name. His personal appearance waz briefly described, and he had to present the arms with which he was
provided. When the task was completed at the end of the
day one hundred and twenty-nine had appeared before the
inspector, seventy-one less than the required number.329. Order. of Salazar, January 7, 1599, in Salazar visita.
330. Auto, and Onate'. reply, January 7, 1598, in ibid.
331. Villagra, Historin, I,' 47-48.
332. Muestr.. 11 li.t.. de la gente, January 8, 1598, in Salaz..r visit.. ; Monterel/.
d S. M., May 4, 1598, A. G. I., 58-3-13. The "Memorial" say. there were one hundred and thirty men. Col. Doc. Ined., XVI, 198. Besides these Onate had other
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With that the inspection was over except in so far as
Onate's personal equipment was concerned. It was listed
the next day and found to contain more than had been
agreed upon."""
As Salazar's instructions had authorized the continuance of the expedition provided bond was given for making good any deficiencies which might appear, Onate was
forced to avail himself of that opportunity. Again he sought
aid from his cousin Juan Guerra, the wealthy miner of
Avino. The appeal was promptly answered. Juan Guerra
and his wife, Dona Ana de Zaldivar y Mendoza, bonded
themselves to pay for whatever deficits the inspection had
revealed. The guarantee was drawn up at Avino January
21, 1598. Presenting the inspector with this security Onate
requested permission to proceed. This was not given, however, till he had certified that this should cover the expenses
of eighty soldiers, of everything that would be required
for their journey to New Mexico, of all damages that might
be committed on the march and of the cost of an inspection
of such reinforcements.""' With this new indebtedness on
his hands Onate at last directed his force toward New Mexico.
soldiers, but they did not dare to enlist. They had evidently committed offenses
and incurred Salazar's displeasure. Monterey d S. M., May 4, 1698.
333. Para La persona, January 9, 1598, in Salazar visita.
834.

EBcritura otorgado en favor de la real haciendlS por Don Juan d. OfiAstfl,
S. M., May 4, 1598.

January 27, 1598, A. G.!., 58-3-12; Monterey

a
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Chapter VI.
The Establishment of the Colony

The Army Leaves Santa Barbara. With the ordeal of
the Salazar inspection over the final preparations for the
march to the north began. These were soon completed, and
on January 26, 1598, the expedition began moving out of
San Ger6nimo,= where it had been stationed since December 20, 1597.
When the Conchos river was reached on January 30
a week's halt was made in order to review the army and
formally finish the inspection. Spanish travellers in Americanever encamped on the near side of a river, but always
made haste to cross and camp on the farther shore.""" The
scene that now took place when Onate's army reached the
Conchos is vividly portrayed by Villagra. One hundred
and twenty-nine soldiers, eighty-three wagons and seven
thou.sand head of stock had to cross the river."'" No one
dared tempt the rushing stream. Seeing the fainthearted
soldiers lag Onate mounted a charger and made a stirring
challenge to his men. Then he spurred his horse into the
river and soon gained the opposite bank. Returning to the
army he took the lead in goading the stock across the
stream. 338
One incident in this scene called forth a novel plan.
335. "Ytinerario," January 26, 1598, in Col. Doc. [ned., XVI, 232. The "Ytinerario"
will hereafter be cited by dute entry only,
336. fiancroft, Arizona and New Mexico, 124.
337. "Ytinerario," April 1-2, 1598; Vill'lgra, Historia, I, 35,49. When the Ulloa
inspection took place only forty three carts were listed, nineteen of which belonged.
to variou3 captains and soldiers. In the Salazar inspection only the twenty four
carts Onate possessed were noted. On the other hand the "Ytinerario" states specifically that eighty-three wagons were taken to New Mexico, twenty-one being deserted by the wayside as they were emptied of provisions. See below. The latter
figure is undoubtedly correct as the personal possessions of the soldiers were not
"II listed.
338. ViIlagra, Historia, I, 50-51.
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When the sheep were driven into the water, many sank as
the wool became water soaked. To remedy this tragic situation the governor ordered his astonished followers to construct a bridge. It was a primitive pontoon structure. Two
dozen cart wheels were placed in the stream some distance
apart and secured by ropes. Trees were felled, stripped
of branches and placed on top of the wheels. A layer of
brush and sticks was added, then a covering of earth, and
the bridge was completed. The sheep crossed dry-shod,
and the structure was quickly destroyed as night settled
on the scene."·
Departure of the Visitor. The following morning the
people assembled to witness the departure of the visitor. lUo
All expected an encouraging message of farewell while the
governor hoped to receive authority to continue the expedition. He was deeply disappointed. After mass had been
said Salazar informed him that he might proceed with the
conquest, and without further ado turned his eyes toward
Mexico city.""
The reason for the inspector's action is clear. Onate
had not been able to meet his obligations, and Salazar refused to declare the contract fulfilled without consulting
the viceroy. The permission to enter New Mexico was thus
really conditional, as Monterey informed the king. If Onate
did not prove satisfactory it would still be possible to take
different action."'2
With the visitor out of the way the expedition was soon
ready for the march. On February 7, 1598, the camp at
the Conchos river was deserted. But instead of following
the course of that stream to the Rio Grande as previous
expeditions had done, Onate struck out directly toward the
339. V iJIagra, H iatoria, 1. 52.
340. This was perhaps February 2. Sala7.ar's last order from the Conchas was
made at that time when he ordered the death penalty for anyone turning back. Order
of Salazar, in Salazar visita.
341. Villagra. Hi.toria. 58.
842. Monterey d S. M., May 4. 1598, A. G. I., 58-8-13,
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north, opening a new trail to the river."'" In the first three
days march the colonists went eleven leagues to the San
Pedro river. Here a month was sDent awaiting the arrival
of a HeW body of Franciscans.""
It is of interest to note that about this time Fray Diego
Marquez, whom Villagra calls the only confessor in the
army, returned to Mexico. The governor implored him
to remail1, all to no avail. As he remained obdurate Onate
ordered a guard to accompany him, Captain Farfan in command. It departed as the army approached the San Pedro
river on Febl'uary 10."'· In less than a month, March 3,
Farfan returned escorting the Franciscans on the final
stretch of their journey to join the expedition. Fray Alonso
Martinez was the new commissary of the group. Their
arrival was celebrated with ceremonies befitting the occasion."'"
Zaldivar Explores the Road. Meanwhile on February
14, the governor sent out a party of seventeen men, led by
the sargento mayor Vicente de Zaldivar, to find a wagon
road to the Rio del Norte."17 Many difficulties were encountered by this force. Their guides proved a sorry lot.
Water was hard to find, at one time three days being spent
without any. Provisions, also, were running low. Then
Zaldivar sent a part of his force back to the camp, giving
them strict orders not to utter a word regarding the hunger
and thirst they had experienced."" With his remaining
343. See below.
344. "Ytinerario," February 10, 1598.
Bancroft leaves the impression that Fray
345. Villagra, Historia, I, 55-56.
Marquez left the expedition at the same time as the visitor, whieh took place about
February 2, 1598. Arizona and New Mexico. 124.
346. "Ytinerario," February 10, 1598: the Franciscans were: Alonso Martinez,
Francisco de Zamora. Juan de Rosas, Francisco de San Miguel, Juan Claros. Alonso
de Lugo, Cristobal de Salazar, Andres Corehado, and two lay brothers, Pedro de
Vergara and Juan de San Bucna\'entnra., Three brothers are alao named, Martin,
Franch:.co and Juan de Dios.
347.
"Ytinerario," February 10, 1598. Onate says that Zaldivar had sixteen
men. Onate to the king, Rio de las Conehos, Mareh 15, 1598, in Hackett, Hist. Docs.,.
807.
348. On the contrary they were to dissimulate by announcing good news. Villagra,
lJ istoria, I, 56-58.
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companions the sargento mayor reached the Rio del Norte
on February 28, after innumerable hardships. From the
Conchos to the Rio Grande they had traveled about seventy
leagues:'" Their purpose having been fulfilled they rejoined
the camp on .March 10, three days after the return of the
first group.3.30
From the San Pedro to the Rio Grande. The entire
expedition, including the missionaries, being now united,
camp was broken the very day of Zaldivar's return.ll:;l Two
days later, from the Nombre de Dios river, Captain Landin
was sent to Mexico city with letters.""
Gradually the little caravan crawled forward with
little of importance to record. March 20 was a day of rest
which was spent in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
A little chapel was built, and the missionaries spent the
night in penitence and prayer, petitioning the Lord to guide
them on their march as he had formerly led the children of
Israel out of Egypt."""
Afl it was Easter time the Spaniards gave every object or stopping place a name befitting the season. These
names have not been retained, so it is difficult to map out
Onate's precise route. In a general way it followed the line
of the Mexican Central Railway.
On March 30 a short rest was taken in the Valle de San
Martin, the latitude being exactly thirty degrees...• The
governor frequently found it difficult to find water for
349. On this trip they heard of the pu"blos which were said to be sixteen or
twenty leaglles beyond the Rio Grande. The scollting party had left the hostile
Pataraglleyes forty leaglles to the right. These were the Jumanos near the junction
of the C.onchos and the Rio Grande. Onate to. the king, Mareh 16, 1698, in Hackett.
Jlist. Docs.. 397.
360. "Ytinerario," February 10, 1698; cf. Villagra. Ilistoru.. I, 68.
351. "Ytinerario," March 10. 1598.
362. Ibid.• March 14, 1698; ef. Villagra. Historia. I, 68. One of these letters Was
from Onate to the king. A.gain he told the story of his troubles in order to con.
vince the crown that the contract, as confirmed by Velasco. ought to be restored.
It was dated March IS, 1698. See Hackett. /fist. Docs.• 397.
363. Villagra, Historia, I, 68- 69; "Ytinerario," March 20. 1698. Villagra says
that in a secret spot known only to himself. Onate spent part of the day on his
knees. lacerating his shoulders and asking divine guidance in carrying out his mission
as leader of the expcdition. Many others did the same. Historu., I, 69.
864. "Ytinerario," March 27-30, 1698.
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both men and beasts. On April 1 this deficiency was somewhat miraculously supplied. That day all had been compelled to march without water, but an extraordinarily
heavy rain left the water standing in large pools, so that
the entire herd of seven thousand animals drank their fill.
Two days later the dry bed of a river was discovered. Nearby was a marsh formed by some hot springs. This was in
latitude thirty and one-half degrees.
On April 9 the army approached the region of the
sand dunes. This was in approximately thirty-one degrees,
for on the next day camp was pitched in precisely that latitude."· Some days were now spent in avoiding the sand
dunes and finding a route not destitute of water. For this
reason the expedition marched within reach of the Rio
Grande, in order that the cattle might go to the river for
water. On April 20 the main part of the caravan reached
the great river about twenty-five miles south of EI Paso,
at a place where the stream was very sluggish and the bed
soft and muddy, Here nearly a week was spent until the
entire expedition could unite. It had been forced to march
in separate detachments in order to secure water."""
Taking Possession of the Land. Having reached the
Rio Grande its course was followed till April 30, the day
of the Ascension of the Lord, when the governor planned
to take official possession of the land. A campsite particularly appropriate for that purpose was selected, and
everyone in the expedition was ordered to don his finest
clothes to make a splendid show on the festive day.""· Thereupon the customary elaborate ceremony of taking possession was observed. Not only New Mexico was claimed for
God, King Philip and himself, but all the adjoining provinces as well.""·
M

'

355. Ibid., April 1 and 4, 1598. See also ViJIagra Hi.toria. I, 75.
356. "Ytinerario," April 9-10, 1598.
357. Ibid., April 12-20, 1598; cf. Bolton, Spanish Borderlands, 172.
358. "Ytinerario," April 30, 1598; Carta de Don Luis de Velasco Ii S. M., March
22, 1601, A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22.
359. The curious document which tells of this ceremony is given in full by Villagra.
It was witnessed by Juan Perez de Donis, the royal notary, by all the friars and
al50 by the officers and soldiers of the army. Hi6toria, I, 77-81,
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As part of the festivities Fray Alonso Martinez
preached a learned sermon. But it was also a time for rejoicing and -merry making, the "otro" Mexico was not far
distant. In the afternoon the royal standard was blessed
and placed in charge of the royal ensign, Francisco de Sosa
y Penalosa.""o The day ended with the presentation of an
original comedy written by Captain Farfan. Its theme
dealt with the reception which the church would receive in
New Mexico. oo,
El Paso del Norte. Following these events the march
continued up stream. May 3 the first Indians from the
river region were brought to camp. These were kindly
treated, clothed and sent to bring their companions. The
next day the army was shown a convenient ford, el paso,
to which the natives came for leagues around when going
inland. It is interesting to note that the ford by which
Onate crossed the Rio Grande is the modern EI Paso, a
name that has been retained from his day till our own. Here
about forty natives appeared, armed with bows and gayly
decorated with paint. Presents were generously distributed
among them, in return for which they aided the Spaniards
in getting the sheep across the river. They told the Europeans, by signs, that the settlements were only eight days'
march ahead."'"
Reconnoitering the First Pueblos. The expedition
was now on soil which had already been traversed by Spanish feet. The tracks left by Castano's wagons when he was
led captive from New Mexico in 1591, were seen on May
360. Writing to the king three years later Don Luis de Velasco charged Onate
with irregularities in handling the royal standard during the performance. Carta
de Don LufB de VelaBco Ii S. M., March 22, 1601. This was also one of .the charges
later brought against Onate by the fiscal of the audiencia of Mexico. TeBtimouio
de laB BentenciaB, May 16, 1614, A. G. I., 58-3-17.
861. Villagr..... HiBtoria, I, 76; "Ytinerario," April SO, 1598.
862. Ib-id., May 8-4. 1598; Villagr.... also refers to these events but only in a general
way. Histo-ria. I, 76. On April 80 the army reached the Rio Grande exactly in
latitude thirty-one and one-half degrees. On May 4 it was at El Paso in latitude
thirty-one precisely. About eight and one-half leagues had been traversed, and
though the march was upstream half a degree had been lost. Such is the record
given in the uYtinerario·~. It is true that there is a bend in the river. but not enough
to account for this discrepancy.
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4. At other places stories of Castano's escapade were heard.
The march continued, and on May 12 Onate sent Captain
Aguilar with six soldiers to reconnoitre. He had orders
not to enter any of the native settlements under penalty
of death.
This nearly proved his undoing, for when he
returned on the 20, he had visited the first of the New
Mexico pueblos. For disobeying in this manner the governor was on the point of garroting him, but relented when
the captains and soldiers interceded in. his behalf. Fearing that the Indians would now become frightened and
hide their maize Onate set out for the pueblos two days
later with a picked body of men. He was also on the lookout for Humana and Leyva, for it was not yet known that
they were dead. The rest of the colonists were left to follow
more slowly with the wagons.""' The point from which
Onate here set out was fifteen and one-half leagues from
EI Paso....
The governor's small force moved along under great
hardships. The road was new and extremely difficult and
\Y.ater always scarce. It was the famous "Jornada del
Muerto" which was being crossed. May 25, when the trail
again followed the river, greater progress was made, and
in two days, after an additional twenty-two leagues had
been traversed, the soldiers reached "la cienega de la mesilla
de guinea," a distinctive mesa of black rock.... This conspicuous landmark, according to Bf1ndelier, corresponds
with the present San Marcial. 367 The, next day the first
lI6lI

363. "ytinerario," May 4-i2, 1598.
R64. Ibid., May 20 and 22, 1598. With Onate were Fathers Martinez and Salazar,
the sargento mat/or and the maestr6 de campo. Villagra says there were fifty men
in the group. Historia, J, 82. Onate gives the number as sixty. See his letter ot
March 22, 1599, in Bolton, Spanish Exploration, 213.
365. See "Ytinerario," tor dates up to May 22, 1598.
366. Ibid., May 27, 15118.
367. Bandelier, A. F. A. Final Report of Investigations among the Indians of
the Southwestern United St:.tes, carried on mainly in the years from 1880 to 1885,
I, 130-131, 131 note!. This is turther substantiated by the detailed account ot the
pueblos given by the Chamuscado Rodriguez expedition. Hernan Gallegos, Relaci6,.
II concudio de el l1iaje 'II aubs6so Que Francisco Sd:nchez Chamu8cado con acha 8oldadoa
sus compaiieros hizo en el descubrimiento del Nuevo Mexico . .. 1581-1582, A. G. I.,
1-1-3/22. A copy of this doc'lment is in the Ayer collection of the Newberry Library,
Chicago.
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pueblos were seen after a march of four leagues. Here camp
was pitched near the second one, called Qualacu. The Indians, excited and suspicious at the approach of the strangers, deserted their homes. Generous gifts of trinkets
quieted them somewhat, and the soldiers remained camped
near the river for some time in order not to unduly arouse
them. Meanwhile provisions were sent back for the soldiers who were following."'"
About a fortnight later the march was resumed by
the advance party. June 14 the men marched three leagues
and halted in front of Teipana, or Socorro, as the Spaniards
called it, because there they found a much needed supply
of maize. This stop seems to have been in the vicinity of
the present Socorro. sa• Another seven leagues beyond
Socorro was the pueblo of New Seville, which may con'espond with the old pueblo of Sevilleta, near La Joya:'o At
that place the Spanish soldiers dallied five days. Then
they went to the new pueblo of San Juan Baptista, four
leagues to the north: It, too, had been quickly abandoned.
From this time numerous pueblos were seen on either side
of the river, though they were generally deserted by the
frightened natives.
In the meantime Onate had heard of two Mexican Indians, Thomas and Crist6bal, when they sent a spy to visit
him at San Juan Baptista. These two had remained in
New Mexico since the time of Castano's entrada, and would
be invaluable as interpreters and guides. So the governor
set out for Puaray, sixteen leagues beyond San Juan Bap71

868. "Ytinerario," May 22·28, 1598. The itinerary states that they remained
encamped by the river n month. This is contradicted n little later ,,{hen it says
they left after a stay of two weeks.
369. Bancroft, Arizona and New Afexico. 129. The total distance frorn EI Pr.,RO is
given as forty-one and one-half l{'agues ,and is an aid in arriving at this conchision.
8S arc the subsequent marches of the Boldiers~
370. Bandelier, Final Report. 11. 238.
371. "ytinerario." June 12-16. 1598. So called because it was teached on Saint
John's day. It should not be confused with San Juan de los Caballer~s. Pel'hUpD
the ruins at Sabinal indicate the location of San Juan Baptista. llulHlelicr. P'inal
Report. n, 238.
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tista, in order to find them. He reached it on June 21."70
In this period, as Hackett has demonstrated in his study
of the reconquest after the great revolt in 1680, Puaray
was situated one league above Alameda, or about nine leagues above Isleta."'· This is further substantiated by the
"census" made by the Chamuscado-Rodriguez expedition
in 1581.""
At Puaray Onate was told that the two Indians in
question were at Santo Domingo, six leagues distant. Accompanied by his maestre de campo he immediately set out
to secure the two men, and on the following day took them
unawares and brought them back to Puaray. Now all prepared to go to Santa Domingo, but before doing so the two
Zaldivars and Father Salazar visited the pueblo which they
called Tria, perhaps Sia."'· Then the party moved on to
San Felipe, almost three leagues, and on June 30 the soldiers reached Santa Domingo, four leagues more:" At that
time the pueblo stood very near the present Santo Domingo. a"
Santo Domingo Renders Obedience. Here Onate remained approximately a week in order to bring the Indians of the surrounding country under his authority.
Various chiefs were summoned, and on July 7 there was
held the first council of seven chiefs in response to the
governor's call."" Many other native leaders were pres372. "Ytinerario," June 24-27, 1598; Villagra, Historia, I, 84. The natives of
Puaray received Onate very hospitably. The friars were lodged in a newly painted
room. When the paint had dried they saw pictures of Fathers Rodriguez and L6pez,
whicb the Indians bad tried to conceal. Tbese two friars bad remained in New
Mexico in 1681. Botb bad suffered martyrdom.
873, Hackett. "Tbe Location of tbe Tigua Pueblos of Alameda, Puaray, and
Sandia in 1681," in Old Santa Fe, II, 381-391.
874. Hernan Gallegos, Relaci6n II concudio, A. G. I., 1-1-3/22.
875. See Hoda'e. HG'JIdbook of American Indians, II, 562.
876. "Ytinerario," June 28 and 30, 1598; Villagra, Ilistoria, I, 85. As Bancroft
says Unot much importance can be attached to exact distances in these records.
Clearly San Felipe. and Santo Domingo correspond with those still so called, thougb
it is not certain tbat tbe sites were not sligbtly changed in the next century."
Arizona and New Mezico, 130 note 5. For a discussion of the Spanish leagus see
Bandelier, Doc..mentGrll HistoTl/ of .the Rio Grande P ..eblos, 8-9.
877. Bandelier, Final Report, II, 185 note 1.
878. "Ytinerarlo," July 7, 1598.

THE FOUNDING OF NEW MEXICO

317

ent for the occasion, as well as the Spanish officers and
missionaries. All gathered in the great estuja of thepueblo. The interpreters were sworn in, and Onate explained
to the assembled chiefs the purpose of his coming. He had
been sent by the most powerful monarch in the world, King
Philip of Spain, who wished that they should be his subjects. If they submitted they would be protected from
their enemies. But he was especially eager for the salvation
of their souls. Onate explained the doctrine of salvation
and the fate awaiting those who did not accept baptism.
After having listened to these new ideas the chiefs willingly agreed to accept the God and king of the Spaniards, and
as a sign of their submission kneeled and kissed the hands
of the father commissary and the governor,B'. Whether
or not Onate's speech on conversion and vassalage was
understood, it was a necessary affair, and the Indians accepted the new position, perhaps as Bancroft says, because
"present disaster and future damnation" seemed "inseparably connected with refusal."Oao
The Capital Established at San Juan, After having
received the submission of these tribal chieftains at Santo
Domingo Onate soon set out on further explorations. He
evidently went to Bove, renamed San Ildefonso,"" as soon
as the ceremony at Santo Domingo was over, (the distance
was eight leagues), for on July 10 he left that place and
379. "Obcdiencia y vaBallajc Ii BU MagcBtad par los Indios de Santo Domin&,o"
in Col. Doc. Ined., XVI, 101·108.
380. Bancroft, Arizona and New Me",ico. 130·131.
381. The "Ytinerario" says nothing of the trip from Santo Domingo to Bove.
It states: "Patrimos de Bove, que llamamoB Sant Ildefonso•••. ay casi ocho leguaB
I{ algun mal camino. • .,'.
It does not state where they came to at the end of
the eight leagues, but continues: uA honce, andabimo8 dOB leguas, alpueblo de Caypa,
que llamamos Sant Joan . . ," There is clparly an error in this account. Instead
of leaving Bove they mUBt have gone to Bove, a distance of nearly eight leagues,
and reached it on tbe 10th. Then on the 11th two leagues to San Juan. This ex.
p:anation corresponds with the actual distances and also makes possible the detour
of the carts by way of San Marcos. Bancroft moved San Ildefonso farther south
In an effort to make It agree with the "Ytinerario". But that Is Incorrect. for
·San Ildefonso, according to another source, was three leagues from San Juan.
Testimony of Jusepe Brondate in Copia de u.... in/ormaci6n que hizo .Don Fra...cyco
de Valverde, June 28, 1601. A. G. I., 68-3-16. Compare Banc~oft. Arizo"" and
New Me",ico, 131.
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went two leagues to Caypa which he reached the next day.
The carts were compelled to make a detour of an additional
six leagues by way of San Marcos because the direct road
was not fit for wagons. Here at Caypa Onate established
his capital. It was christened San Juan,''" the name by
which it has ever since been known. In Onate's time it
was frequently called San Juan de los Caballeros, but the
origin of the name is obscure.= The Spaniards maintained
their headquarters here till the establishment of San
Gabriel west of the Rio Grande."" Just when the change
was made is uncertain, but at the time the relief expedition arrived at Christmas, 1600, the capital had been
changed to that place.Hasty Exploration of the Land. This period of the
preliminary exploration of New Mexico by Onate and his
friends was a period of great hopes. Might not any mo382. "Ytinerario," July 9-11, 1598. Twitchell holds that the carts on their detour passed near the present site of the city of Santa Fe. Leading Facts, 319 note
325. That they may have passed near the site of the city is quite possihle, but
Twitchell has the caTts going south to Tench San Juan! He is misled by the
"Ytinerario"and has. the carts set out from San Ildefonso. going up tpe present
Pojoaque river by way of the pueblo of Tesuque, thence over a divide of two leagues
to the Rio Santa Fe to San MaTcos. A cSTeful study of the "YtineTaTio" shows
clearly that the party went from Santo Domingo to San I1defonso, the carts perhaps lroinlr over the route suggested by Twitchell, but in the reverse order. They
were lroing north, not south.
883. VilligrA says it was so named in order to commemorate the fame of those
who first raised the banner of Christ in those regions. Historia, I, 87. Because of
a stery, also told by Villagrii, of how tbe padres produced some much needed rain,
Bancroft infers that the name was due to the courtesy of the Spaniards. Arizona
aM New Mexico, 131. Twitchell holds that it VIas 80 named because ·of the friendliness with which the Indians of San Juan received Onate. Leading Facts, I, 315.
884. There is a controversy regarding the location of San Gabriel. Professor
Bolton, relying on a contemporary map, places it on the right bank of the Chama.
while Twitchell insistes it was on the left bank of that stream, holding that the
map is in error. He bases his contention on ruins found there and on traditions
of the Indians. He quotes a document of 1710 to support his view. But it should
be noted that the map referred to has a pueblo on the left bank of the Chama and
tradition may readily have confused the two as regards the location of Onate's headQuarters during those first years in New Mexico. See Bolton, Spanish Exploration
in the Southwest, 203, and map facing 212; Twitchell, Old Santa Fe, 17,22.
385. "Entrasemos en el real y pueblo de San Gabriel don de haHamos ii Don ,Tuau
de Onate y la demas· gente• . • ." Testimony of Fray Lope Izquierdo, in Auto del
DobcrnadoT de Nuevo Mexico 'Y diligcncias para que Be levante el campo, September
7, 1601, A. G. I., 68-3-15. The "apital was still at San Juan as late as March, 1599.
Bolton, Spanish Exploration, 203 note 1.

THE FOUNDING OF NEW MEXICO

319

ment reward their search with the discovery of untold
wealth? Consequently we find the governor on the road
again on July 13, going in the direction of Picuries, six
leagues from San Juan, which stands on nearly the same
spot today as it did then."'· On the way some one found
a bit of ore which had accumulated in the riffles of a creek,
but that was the sole extent of the precious metals discovered. Thence Onate proceeded to Taos, another six
leagues. Its location has changed a few hundred yards,
the former site being farther toward the northeast. This
was the northern limit of exploration at that time.""
By July 19 the governor was back in San Juan, but
not to stay. The next day he started a tour which went
through San Ildefonso, San Marcos, San Cristobal, Galisteo and Pecos.386 Returning at once he reached Santo Domingo on July 27, where the maestre de campo Zaldivar
had arrived with the carts and the main body of the troops
on his way to San Juan. 389 One can perhaps imagine the
eagerness with which the newcomers listened to the stories
of their friends who had already seen much of the "otro"
Mexico, though not much of the looked for treasure.
Continuing the tour on August 2, the governor's party
visited Tria on the way to Emmes. Here was a whole group
of pueblos, eleven in number. This was the Jemez group,
but modern archaeologists have not been able to determine
the number or location of the various pueblos:90 The Spaniards were astonished at their almost inaccessible location.
386. "Ytinerario," July 18, 1598: Bandelier. Final Report, I. 123.
387. "Ytinerario," July 13, 1598; Hodge Handbook, II, 688.
388. San Ildefonso was' reached the 20, San Marcos, five leagues distant, the 21.
San Cristobal tbe 22. Galisteo the 24, and Per.os the 25. On the 26 the party returned
to San Marcos. a distance of five leagues, where ores were extracted from Borne
mines, and on the 27 to Santo Domingo. See uYtinerario," for dates niention~.
San Marcos was near Callaite, famed for its Hturquoise mines." Bandelier.
Final Report, II. 92-93. San Cristobal was five miles east of Galisteo. Ibid., 103-105.
Galisteo was near its present location. Ibid., 100-101. and Hodge, Handbook, I, 481.
Pecos was on an upper branch of the Pecos river. Ibid., II, 220. See also Bandelier.
F'inal Report. I. 127ff: II, 125ff.
389. See "Ytinerario" for dates mentioned.
390. Ibid., August 2-5 1598; Bandelier, Final Report. II. 204-207, Hodge, Handbook, I. 629.
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With this trip over they returned as far as San Ildefonso,
which they reached on the 9, and undoubtedly to San Juan
the next day... Nowhere had Onate found the things which
were primarily sought. It was obvious that he would have
togo farth~r afield in his search, and the next few years
were spent chasing numerous, but ever elusive, hopes.
The Arrival of the Carts. Meantime the carts and
wagons had experienced even greater difficulties than
Onate's advance party, as it took them over a month to
traverse the distance to the first· pueblos covered by the
governor in less than a week. June 26 the eighty-three
wagons, now reduced to sixty-one, approached the first
settlements. Santo Domingo was reached on July 27. The
twenty-two carts not accounted for had been deserted as
they were emptied of provisions.""' The soldiers and colonists bringing the carts were discontented, largely because
of a lack of provisions. As a result there was difficulty in
maintaining discipline.""' To avoid trouble and hurry them
along Onate sent his maestre de campo to be their leader.
Finally on August 18 they reached the capital which had
been established at San Juan. From San Bartolome they
had traveled one hundred and sixty-one weary leagues...•
The First Church is Built. Shortly after this a church
was added to the little Spanish settlement in New Mexico.
It was San Juan Baptista, begun on August 23 and so far
completed in fifteen days that the dedicatory exercises
1

891. "Ytinerario," August 9, 1598. This document only tells of Onate's progress
as far 8S San Ildefonso, but it is safe to assume that he went on to San Juan where
the construction of an irrigation ditch was begun on the 11. This canal was for the
"city of San Francisco." Fifteen hundred Indians gathered to assist in buliding it.
Ibid.. August 11, 1598.
892. Ibid., July 4, 1598.
898. When Onate went ahead "to pacify" the land he had sent Zubia back with
a supply of maize. Onate also found it necessary to return to the army. but went
forward again into New Mexico and reached his advance party on June 12.
"Ytinerario," June 12. 1598. Captain Velasco said that they were out of provisions
while still fifty leagues from the first settlements. He further states that they were
in such extremity of hunger that it was difficult for the governor to go ahead and
bring back the maize. Carta de Don Luis de Velasco a S. M., March 22, 1601. But
it should be observed that he wrote at a time when great efforts were being put
forth to discredit the entire enterprise.
894. "Ytlneraro," July 4, 1598; August 18, 1598.
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could be observed September 8. It was finished in the early
part of October"·' The occasion was a festive one, and in
their amusement the Spanish gallants demonstrated how
much of the crusading spirit still coursed in their veins.
To honor the event what else was appropriate but a sham
battle, the soldiers being divided into opposing groups
labeled Moors and Christians. The latter fought on horseback with lances and shields, while the former were on foot
and used muskets,'·' The spectacle must indeed have been
a novel one for the Indians.
A part of the ceremony of the day included the Indians
who had been assembled from far and near for the event.
Onate met them in the kiva, accompanied by his officers
and the missionaries, and there he expounded the same
ideas as already presented to their brothers at Santo Damingo. They must swear obedience to Father Martinez
and Onate, the representatives of God and King Philip,
and obey the new superiors. Thus their souls would be
saved and earthly happiness insured. All agreed to these
conditions with the customary ceremony."'"
During the observanc;es at San Juan Baptista the
missionaries were assigned to their various fields of labor.'"
Fray Francisco de Zamora was to have the provinces of
Pieuries and Taos and Father San Miguel went to Pecos.
Both had been accompanied to their pueblos by the father
commissary. Father Rosas was established in the province
of the Queres, called Hores, to minister to San Felipe, Santo
Domingo, Cochiti and others. Father Lugo was placed at
Jemez, Father Corchado at Sia, with authority over the
pueblos to the west, Acoma, Zuni and Moqui, and Father
Claros was sent to the province of the Teguas. At San
Juan there remained Father Cristobal de Salazar, together
395. Ibid., August 23, 1598; Onate to Monterey, March 22, 1599, in Bolton,
Spanish Exploration, 215.
396. "Ytinerario," September 8, 1598.
397. "Obediencia y vasallaie a su Magestad por los indios del pueblo de San Juan
Baptista," in Col. Doc. Ined., XVI, 108-117; "Ytinerario," September 9, 1598.
398. Ibid., September 15, 1598; Account of how the padres of San Francisco took
charge of the provinces discovered in New Mexico, September 8, 1598. Bolton MS,
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with two lay brothers, Fray Juan de San Buenaventura
and Fray Pedro. The father commissary also stayed at
the capital when not with Onate or on excursions to other
pueblos....
Dissension in the Camp. At no time had Onate found
it an easy task to maintain discipline among his adventurous followers, nor did his burden prove any lighter in New
Mexico itself. In the latter part of August, 1598, a serious
disturbance was discovered when forty-five captains and
soldiers, about a third of the force, formed a plan of escaping to New Spain. Onate reported that the rebellious
soldiers and colonists were disgusted with the whole enterprise because they had not immediately found quantities
of silver on the ground and because they had not been
allowed to maltreat the natives or despoil them of their
possessions. It was a bad situation. Two captains and a
soldier, among them Captain Aguilar, said to be the guilty
plotters, were arrested, but the army and missionaries were
able to persuade Onate that the matter should be dealt with
leniently. They were accordingly released. To minimize the
gravity of the affair it was said that they were not traitors,
but had merely been planning a plundering expedition."lO
Just a few days after this episode another of the same
kind was discovered. It is evident that the fires of dissatisfaction were still smoldering, for they now burst into
flame once more. Four soldiers fled from the camp with
a large number of horses in violatIon of numerous proclamations. Immediately Captains Villagra and Marquez
with some companions were sent in pursuit with orders
to overtake and punish them.'o, This proved a difficult
task, and it was not till two weeks later that two of the
fleeing horse thieves were caught near Santa Barbara.
399. "Ytinerario," September 15-23, 1598; Villagra, Historia, I, 96; Obedieneia y
vasallaie a su Magestad par los indios del pueblo de San Juan Baptista," in Col.
Doc. In"d., XVI, 113-115.
400. Onate to Monterey, March 2, 1599, in Bolton, Spanish Exploration, 214;
"Ytinerario," August 20-21, 1598; Villagra, Historia, I, 88.
401. Onate to Monterey, March 2, 1599, in Bolton, Spanish Exploration, 214-215;
VilIagra,Histor;a, I, 88-89.
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They were promptly hanged. The others narrowly escaped
capture. The severe punishment inflicted on these men
was one of the charges on which Onate and the captains
concerned were later brought to trial.'o2 Having fulfilled
their duty, Villagnl and his companions visited Santa Barbara before setting out on the return journey. There they
wrote to the viceroy of what had occurred.'''
402. Ibid., 89; Te.•timonio de las scnteneias. . . . May 15, 1614, A. G. I., 68-3-17.,
403. Villagr:\, Hisloria, I, 89; Onate to Monterey, March 2, 1599. in Bolton, 81''''''
.." E",ploration, 214-215.
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THB INFLUENCE OF WEAPONS ON NEW MEXICO HISTORY

F. S. Curtis, Jr.
Of the many factors which have brought about the
events we call history, the influence of weapons has perhaps received the least attention. The history of New
Mexico, as it happens, furnishes rather an interesting picture of both the development of weapons and certain very
curious phases of the effect of that development upon
human events.
The original inhabitants of New Mexico, of course,
present a complete and perfect example of the weapons of
prehistoric man, and here, longer than anywhere else, these
primitive weapons continue to exist and be used in constant
association with the latest products of the armorer's invention. The pre-Spanish period, moreover, presents an
interesting historical problem which can be given, in the
present state of our knowledge, nothing better than a hypothetical solution, but for which the factor of weapons can
offer an interesting and reasonably probable hypothesis.
The problem itself is simple: if, as certain archaeologists assert, the Pueblo civilization was declining at the
Spanish Conquest, what was the cause of the decline? There
is little evidence of loss of energy or population through
epidemics. The migrations of which we know were merely
from one site to another within the Pueblo area. Religion
made no demands for human sacrifice. Agriculture does
not seem to have suffered any really formidable calamities,
so that continued famine would not seem to be the cause.
The architecture and arrangement of the towns seems to
have been most appropriate for the defensive tactics which
had for centuries protected the Pueblos from their marauding enemies. What, then, is a reasonable solution? The
one which occurs most readily to a student of the mechani-

THE INFLUENCE OF WEAPONS

325

cal side of history is that one or more of the hostile tribes
had developed a bow of greater range and accuracy than
that of the Pueblos, and were thus enabled to overwhelm
the weaker towns and to reduce the man-power of the
stronger ones to a point where the production of food and
the maintenance of security occupied so much of the population that there was not time for cultural development
or even the preservation of the culture of former times.
The most obvious instance of the effect of weapons on
the history of the state is, naturally, the Spanish Conquest.
In the period between 1540 and 1599 we see small bodies
of Spaniards roaming at will over the entire Southwest,
and finally assuming mastery of an enormous empire, all
in the face of an incredibly disproportionate native population, whose love of liberty and whose courage in battle
were inferior to those of no race on earth. Superiority of
"'eapons, and that alone, made such exploits a possibility.
It was the Stone Age against the Age of Metal and of Gunpowder, and the Stone Age had no recourse but submission
or flight. Against stone-tipped arrows and lances, obsidian
daggers, stone-headed clubs, and the propelling force of
the human arm alone, the Spaniards opposed steel-tipped
arrows and lances, steel swords and daggers, and the propelling force of gunpowder. Against the buffalo-hide
shield the Spaniard could match complete armor of steel,
and the defensive powers of the two are comparable only
in ridicule. It is true, of course, that the Spanish armor
could be pierced at sufficiently short range - Villagra's account of the death of Juan Zaldivar assures us of that muchand it is also true that it could be crushed if the wearer
ventured to points where great rocks could be dropped upon him, but for every Spaniard so wounded, there were
five hundred Indians struck down for lack of adequate defense against the Spanish weapons. It is also true that
the Spanish fire-arms - wheellocks or matchlocks, as they
were - were uncertain of operation, fearfully inaccurate,
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and capable of no more than one or two shots per minute,
while such cannon as were capable of transportation were
of small size and little real use, but against such weapons
as the Indians had they were enough, and the fact was only
too clear to the Indians, so that in all the period of conquest
we find but four important battles recorded. The first
two of these, Coronado's battles at Zuni and Tiguex, were
sufficient proof of Spanish prowess to subdue all opposition
for more than fifty years. The third, the first of the fights
at Acoma, was an Indian triumph, but due far more to
Spanish carelessness and mismanagement than to any other
factor. The hopes it had raised, however, were quickly
crushed in the terrific three-day battle in which Vicente
Zaldivar, with no more than eighty men, not only avenged
his brother, and restored the prestige of Spain, but reduced
the population of Acoma to a bare six hundred, and from
that time onward for eighty-three years the Pueblo Indian
ren~ained at peace.
Courage he had, in abundance - the
fight at Acoma was one of the most furious and most gallant of the whole history of America - but courage against
superior machinery of war is of little use, and the Pueblo
Indian was wise enough to face the fact.
The nomadic Indians, on the other hand, furnished a
problem which the Spaniard never solved in full, and one
which took the American many years of the very most
strenuous effort to settle permanently. Faced with the
problem of surrenderor flight, he chose flight, for unlike
the Pueblo, he had nothing to lose, no home to defend, and
not even the desire for a fixed place of residence. War
was his industry and his diversion, and the Spaniard meant
no more than a new enemy who had to be dealt with more
cautiously than the old. To the Spaniard this type of enemy
was a really serious problem. To subdue him was impossible, for the heavily-armed Spaniard could not, either
afoot or on horseback, come to grips with an enemy who
would not wait for him, and who could escape him nine
times out of ten, because of superior speed. To settle over
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wide areas in the face of such an enemy was equally impossible, for his sudden raids, delivered without the slightest warning and always against the least protected,. gave
no chance for defense or for battle. The only solution, and
that which the Spanish adopted, was much the same as the
Pueblos had chosen centuries before, the concentration of
population around a few strong and well-defended towns
where the superiority of their weapons could be used for
defense at least. Here, then, we find the reason why New
Mexico remained so long a region of towns instead of farms,
a region where the gap between rich and poor was so wide,
where peonage and illiteracy flourished, and where feudalism outlived its time because the necessity which created
feudalism in Europe was still alive in America.
A further (and a very wise) measure of the Spanish
government was a law, couched in stringent terms, and
carried out with the utmost care, forbidding the sale of
weapons to the Indians. That this law was really effective
~ay be seen from two instances where it did not apply,
one the massacre at Tome by Comanches who had secured
firearms, the other, the terrible defeat of Don Pedro de
Villasur in the battle on the Platte River in 1719, where
the opposing forces - Indians and a few Frenchmen - were
fully equipped wih firearms, and from which only six men
returned, a force representing over half the garrison of
Santa Fe having been left dead on the field of battle.
The Pueblo Revolution is a further and an impressive
exhibit in the case of the wel:lpon in history for several
reasons. The last great effort of the Pueblo Indian aga;nst
the domination of the Spaniard, there can be little dciubt
that a large part of the determination to revolt came from
the gradual acquisition, piece by piece, of such small store
of weapons as gave ground for the feeling that the advantage held by the Spaniard was at least reduced to the point
where a favorable outcome could reasonably be expected.
The early results, moreover, were quite in accordance with
first expectations, and the hearts of the Pueblos, as well as
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their hands, must have been greatly strengthened by the
first tide of success, which had overwhelmed every settlement in New Mexico except Ysleta and Santa Fe as well
as placing in the hands of the Indians a supply of nearly
three hundred hackbusses, not to mention swords, lances,
arid other steel weapons. That the Spaniard should have
been so stricken is due to no fault of the weapons they possessed, but rather to that wise planning of the Indians
which gave no opportunity for resistance. No time was
given for the Spaniards to arm; no chance offered for one
town to assist another - save for the expedition of Garcia
from Ysleta to Jemez - and only the strong points of Santa
Fe and Ysleta witl}stood the storm.
That these two should have been able to survive the
first shock, and later to remove to a place of safety through
a country swarming with the enemy, is due partly to their
weapons and partly to the reputation which the Spaniard,
armed and prepared for battle, had made in the past. At
the Siege of Santa Fe Governor Otermfn with a bare 155
men fit for service (and of these, to quote his ow'n records,
"only thirty-six having complete armor, and the most part
afoot, and with bad or broken hackbusses, and without even
leathern jackets for their protection"), defended a total
population of 2500 souls against the attack of more than
three thousand fighting men, the figures themselves giving
a clear picture of the great weight that armament cast into the Spanish side of the scale.
Between the Revolution and the Reconquest we find
an interesting division of mind taking place among the
victorious Indians. With some the victories of the Revolution seem to have had such influence that they felt themselves invincible. Others, however, saw most clearly the
failure to destroy the Spaniards under Otermfn and Garcia,
and realized that armed opposition to the Spaniards in
arms was as hopeless as ever. Those of the first opinion,
regardless of their shortage of ammunition and lack of
skill with the arms they had acquired, remained in their
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towns before the expedition of Otermin and Cruzate, and
the result was exactly what might have been expected.
Otermin took Ysleta and Cruzate took Zia, each with little
loss, but with terrible slaughter of the enemy. For either
governor to proceed further in the work of Reconquest,
however, was impossible because of a number of factors of
which not the least was the course followed by those wiser
Pueblos, who, realizing the futility of open combat, borrowed the tactics of their enemies of the Apacheria, left
their towns for the recesses of the mountains, and harrassed the Spaniards by sudden raids upon small foraging
parties, by stampeding their horse-herds, and by a thousand other stratagems each insignificant in itself, but helping to swell a total that barred out the Spaniards as effectively as an actual defeat.
The inherent nature of the Pueblo, however, coupled
with his native enemies, soon brought matters back to their
former status. As a roving nomad, even though his roving
was confined within very small limits, the Pueblo was not
a success, for he was neither able to make himself comfortable, nor to repel the attacks of the truly nomadic tribes,
without the assistance of his adobe village; and it was but
a short time before he returned to his accustomed dwelling,
prepared, for the most part, to submit peaceably when the
Spaniard returned, exchanging a precarious liberty for a
certain safety and relative comfort. At the coming of De
Vargas some few made one last effort at resistance, but
Santa Fe and the pueblo on the Potrero Viejo were soon
taken, with the usual terrific losses on the part of the Indians, and only the kindliness of De Vargas - perhaps supplemented by a shortage of ammunition - saved the refugees on the Mesa of San Ildefonso from a similar fate.
So, then, the Reconquest ended, and the problem of Spanish
settlement had been finally solved, with superiority of
weapons aiding in no small degree to the solution.
The problem of expansion in the face of roving tribes
was, as already stated, one which the Spaniards never en-
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tirely settled, and in the hundred and fifty-odd years between the Reconquest and the Civil War the failure to
settle it kept New Mexico in virtually a feudal state of
civilization, the feudal parallel being carried to its fullest
extent by the great land-grants made to men and families
whose reputation as Indian fighters stood highest.
In this same area at least two great occasions arose
on which superiority of weapons might have played a great
part, but in both cases a recourse to arms was avoided by
purely diplomatic means, one instance being the TexasSanta Fe Expedition, in which the astute conduct of Governor Armijo avoided a clash where Texas rifles might have
altered N ~w Mexico history to a remarkable extent, and
the other the capture of New Mexico by General Kearney,
in which the same Armijo was - well, persuaded - that resistance to the well-armed troops of the United States was
profitless. A view in miniature of what might have happened on the two occasions is offered by a number of minor
incidents in which the rifle contended aginst the smoothbore, and among these Lobato's defeat at the hands of
"Snively's Avengers" and the fight at Turley's Mill during
the Taos Rebellion are worthy of mention. Lobato's battle
was of short duration, but of some effect, his small force,
though nearly equal to Snively's, being gobbled up with
such celerity that General Armijo, who had intended to destroy Snively with the main body of his troops, suddenly
decided that Santa Fe was a far better military position
than the one he then occupied, and translated his decision
into action with commendable promptness. In the Turley's
Mill fight eight men armed with rifles and well supplied
with ammunition held out for two days and a night against
a force of rebels amounting to well over five hundred, and
at the end of that period, their ammunition being exhausted, three of the eight fought their way out.
The Taos Rebellion as a whole furnishes further proof,
if such is needed, of the wisdom of Armij 0 in refusing to
meet the forces of Kearney, and illustrates the ability of
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the American forces to compel submission through superiority of armament. In the three battles of La Canada de
Santa Cruz, Embudo, and the Pueblo de Taos the enemy
invariably occupied a superior position, and probably outnumbered the Americans actually engaged yet. in all the
enemy was defeated completely and remarkably quickly,
since the actual time consumed by all three seems to have
been very little more than four hours, most of which was
consumed at the battle at the Pueblo.
By no means to be forgotten is the fact that the commerce of the Santa Fe Trail, which not only aided greatly
in the financial support of the state at a time when such
support was a vital necessity, but also called the attention
of the United States most strongly to the Southwest, was
maintained and made possible by the rifle. Here was the
beginnIng of the solution of the problem of the roving Indian, for despite his invariable willingness to try to capture
some part of the immense wealth that rolled across the
plains under his very nose, the rifles of the waggoners
and their escort rendered his efforts useless in all but a
minimum of cases, and these cases in which the number
of travellers - and consequently the booty obtained - was
so small as to make the cost quite disproportionate to the
returns.
Except for questions of mere probability the Civil War
in New Mexico offers little from the viewpoint of this
paper. That the Southern forces operating in New Mexico
must have been better armed than the majority of the Confederate Army we know, because the surrender of General
Twiggs in Texas, and the capture of Forts Fillmore and
Stanton, of Major Isaac Lynde's command, and of the Depot
at Albuquerque necessarily placed in their hands large
quantities of the small arms and artillery of the Regular
Army, so that the troops under Canby, including the New
Mexico Militia, could have had very little superiority in
regard to weapons, if, indeed, they possessed any. The
Colorado Volunteers, however, may well have had some of

332

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

the newer type of rifle which the Federal Government had
adopted in '61 and '62, as they were equipped at Fort Union,
a point in relatively direct communication with the centers
of manufacture, and one which the government was making every effort to supply in expectation of an impending
attack. Further plausibility is gained for such an idea
from the fact that when the Colorado troops met Sibley's
forces in the battles near Apache Cafton the triumphant
advance of the Confederates not only met its first serious
check, but was turned back into a retreat that very soon
took on the aspects of a rout, ending all possibility of a
conquest of New Mexico by the Confederacy
Another question, however, immediately took the place
of this one, and continued to occupy the energies of both
State and Federal governments for nearly twenty-five
years of practically continuous effort. Even before the
defeat of Sibley the concentration of Federal troops had
left many outlying points undefended, and the hostile tribes
had been quick to take advantage of the situation. After
the menace of the Confederate invasion had been removed
the National forces in New Mexico were reduced to a minimum, and the hostiles became even bolder, with the result
that the New Mexico troops and such units as the War Department had left in the state were almost constantly occupied by punitive expeditions to all points of the compass.
Nor did the surrender at Appomatox mean peace for New
Mexico, for though the end of the Civil War enabled the
government to send aid with a liberal hand, and though that
aid was continued until the necessity was over and was sent
at an expenditure that seems incredible, the fighting continued sporadically until the very threshold of the 20th
century. The causes for so prolonged a struggle are naturally many and varied, among them the isolation of the field
of action, the extreme difficulty of the terrain, and the
extraordinary military abilities of the enemy (the Apaches
in particular having proved themselves perhaps the most
efficient body of fighters the world has ever seen) but the
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factor which most concerns us at present is that of firearms, and in this particular situation the firearms factor
functioned largely as both a cause and a solution.
In the years following the American occupation the
hostile tribes first began to get a supply of modern weapons,
and from that time until the end this supply was constantly on the increase. The Government itself, at various
times, issued guns to Indians on Reservations, troubling
itself very little over the fact that the Reservation Indian
of today was only too likely to be the hostile of tomorrow,
and that the possession of a practical firearm was of itself
a strong temptation to the warpath. The gun-runner flourished like the 2"reen bay-tree, and both his mode of life and
his occasional death at the hands of his customers were regarded as uproariously funny by the average settler. That
the arms furnished the Indians, whether by Government
or gun-runner, were obsolete is quite true; the Indian got
most of his really good weapons by capture; but after two
hundred and fifty-odd years of fighting the white man and
studying the tactics best adapted for his ruin the Indian did
not need any advantage in weapons to make trouble. An.,
gun that would go off with reasonable regularity was quite
sufficient for Indian purposes, and was more than good
enough from the point of view of settler and soldier.
With the Indian possessed of modern arms, then, in
addition to his other military equipment, the white man
was really hard pressed, and for his defense he called upon every resource he could use, both military and mechanical. Of the military men we hear much. The names of
Carson, Chavez, Crook, Howard, Eugene A; Carr, and a
dozen others, are familiar to every student of the Indian
Wars, and almost everyone has some idea as to the identity
of the men named. The inventors, however, are far different. The Kawkens, Christian Sharp, Tyler Henry, Winchester, Hotchkiss, Colt, Remington, Spencer and Lee some few of these names, perhaps, suggest great corporations and the making of money, none the making of history, yet had it not been for the inventive genius of these
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men and many more in the making of ever better weapons
of ever greater range, accuracy and rapidity of fire, our
state might still be struggling to attain domestic peace and
security with the goal not yet in sight. The hours spent
in the workshop by a few men have shortened a hundred
for one the hours spent on the battlefield by thousands of
their fellow-citizens, and throughout the whole of New
Mexico's history there has been standing, far off in the
background, unseen and unheeded, the grimy figure of a
man with the clever fingers of the mechanic and the dreamy
eyes of the inventor, watching that history work out its
course, its tools the weapons he has fashioned.
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PO-Sf:
By the late Adolph F. Bandelier.

1

Looking eastward from the railroad which follows
along the western bank of the Rio Grande del Norte, near
the southern ending of the valley of La Joya, and half between the Tegua Indian village of Santa Clara and that of
San Ildefonso, may be seen the round-topped, mesa-like
mountain which the Teguas call Tun-go Ping (The Basket
Mountain). The native Mexican people have named this
mountain, La Mesilla (The Little Mesa) ; while the Americans - always practical - call it merely The Round Mountain. Its barren top, conspicuous in its isolation and in its
somewhat more symmetrical proportions, rises considerably above the eastern sand hills. The river, winding about
its western base, flows almost beneath its overhanging
hills, and one must be a hardy climber indeed who would attempt to scale them from the river side. Only from the
southeastern corner may one ascend with safety..
Once up, the top shows a flat, ashy surface containing
some fifteen or twenty acres, strewn here and there with
stones, some of which, from their regular shapes, appear
to have been used in the erection of house walls; scattered
about are many broken pieces of pottery, some yet showing
the broken lines of the old decorations, some of them glazed,
and some of the class of vessels that were used for cooking; and a keen-eyed searcher may find as a reward for
his patience, or as a memento of his visit, still a few arrow
heads which have been washed up by an occasional rain.
Along the edge of the top, flush with the sides, rude walls,
parts of them still intact, may be observed, built up, as some
1. A tale of San I1defonso pueblo, forty odd years ago, left by Bandelier In
manuscript and presented to the Historical Society by Mrs. Samuel Eldodt, Chamita.
New Mexico.
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suppose, to make more difficult the ascent of the hostiles,
or to prevent, may be, the falling over its precipitous sides
of some careless dweller above. All these evidences of
domestic life, of defensive and offensive warfare, lead the
fanciful to conclude that a permanent inhabitancy existed
long since, or,at least, itsdry and deserted top may have been
used as a place of retreat from stronger forces than the
ancient dwellers in the valley below were able to muster.
But there is yet another theory which may account for the
fallen ruins on the top, the broken pottery, the arrow heads
and the wall remnants. The following. account not only
seems to give color to the theory, but rather seems to confirm the argument made that the mountain was one of the
numerous Indian shrines with which the country abounds.

-1It was the middle of February in one of the years of
the earlier 80's that Dr. Rand and myself set up our camp
in San Ildefonso. The gentle winds falling into the valley
from the snowy tops of the Santa Fe and the Jemez ranges
were warmed by the increasing rays of the sun rapidly returning northward, making, the doctor observed in his wise
and positive way, "Just the proper mixture in the air to
counteract disease germs".
I was convalescing from a long sickness, and, in truth,
from the very first day I began to grow strong and take a
deep interest in the doctor's investigations. His energy
and zeal, always bubbling and stewing with enthusiasm, infected me and I became a willing assistant in many of his
projects. We had ransacked the dimly written record books
of the old church and made some copies of what the doctor
declared to be valuable matter; we had quizzed the Indian
villagers, buying our way when persuasion was ineffective;
our incursions among the cliff and mesa ruins with pick
and spade had added many a curious relic of the dead past
to our impedimenta; while our daily associations and nightly juntas had made of us tolerable experts in the peculiar
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inflections of the Tegua language. So occupied were we
that April had passed before we thought of moving.
"The middle of May is an ideal time for Rocky Mountain travel for one hundred and one reason", the doctor
replied pompously and finally, when I had suggested a
transfer and a chang~ of activities.
And I, not ill pleased at his dictum, continued to amuse
myself with old Po-se, taking care to show no greater proficiency in Indian lore than the doctor was able to acquire.
Now, Dr. Rand was a very capable physician, my elder by
some fifteen years, and the best-natured and most openhearted man alive, and, notwithstanding his disposition
to exercise a sort of paternalism and show his superiority
I nearly always gave in to his theories and rarely criticised
his conclusions. Because he had traveled much and had
spent a short time once before in the valley, I easily looked
over his pride - almost vanity - in his accomplishments and
in his ability to learn new things. If his peculiarities became tiresome I made excuse, without offense, to make
excursions on my own account. At night we would meet
again, the best of friends, to compare the labors and pastimes of the day.
But not a drop of rain had fallen since early in
March; towards the latter end of that month the winds
seemed to gather force, and in April the days were mere
repetitions of unchanging wind storms with every particle
of moisture squeezed out; then, because of the almost vertical rays of the sun the winds, blowing from the southwest,
became hot blasts through the lengthening days; they hardly ceased at night; they parched the whole valley's expanse,
and, rushing along the mountain sides and up the short
canons, browned the vegetation and dried up the little canon
streams almost to their very sources; the Rio Grande itself had become a mere brook as its scant and shallow flow
found way through the burning wastes of sand. At length,
about the middle of May, the forests on the lower mesas
and along the sides of the moutairis caught fire, and this
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disaster fast dried up the little remaining water and pasturage; by day those fires appeared in the distance literally
a "Pillar of Cloud" from the smoke; by night, a "Pillar of
Light" from the flames; yet there was no promise of good
because of them; rather, did the people stand aghast as they
gazed upon the far off conflagrations, knowing that the
fires promised present as well as future evil. Thus did the
last days of May pass, and the first of June - a Sunday was ushered in by the same irritating, nerves-racking
wind, dry and parching heat.
The wind on that Sunday, as it had for a day or two
before, came not in gusts as usual, but the blow was
straight, steady and hard. Towards evening, disgusted
and nervous with the never-ceasing sounds and the flying
dust and sand, I fell asleep. Sometime afterwards I awoke,
disturbed by the positive voice of the doctor outside. As
I lay listening, I saw and wondered at a curious curtain of
smoke whichhungin the tent doorway. I realized that itcame
from the doctor's cigar, but why it should fill the doorway
and become a screen, upon which fell the prismatic rays
of the setting sun as they filtered through some torn holes
in the tent walls, seemed more like some fantastic dream.
Musing upon the strange spectacle of the smoke curtain, I
listened for the wind sounds. They had ceased. I bounded
up and rushed outside to enjoy once more mountain air
unstirred and unmixed with flying dust and sand.
The doctor's companion was old Po-se and they were
good naturedly disputing over the signs of the probable
weather. Their language was singularly different. In
the main - each understanding the other - it was the language of the old Conquistadores. The pronunciation, as well
as the grammatical construction of the white man's speech,
was wretched and interspersed now and then with an English word, more for the purpose of advising that English
was his native tongue, and, with the occasional use of a
Tegua word, to show that he was acquainted in some measure with the Indian's own tongue; still, curious and faulty
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as was his use of the language, he spoke without any hesitation. The Indian's use of the Spanish, while much more
grammatical, was quite as peculiar; although he made no
use of his natural tongue, as if it were a sacrilege, a native
Mexican would have said, "It is the accent of a Tegua". I
shall translate, since their words may not be intelligibly
written.
The Doctor, dogmatically, "No, Juan" - Juan was
the Indian's baptismal, or Spanish name - "No rain yet.
Tomorrow, more wind. When it is full moon, then, may
be, yes". And the Indian quite as wise in his own conceits :
"The moon has now but five days. It is the growing (creciente - first) quarter; when she has six, may be seven, then
will come the rain".
He stepped to the corner of the tent and made use of
that peculiar gesture with the mouth by putting out his
lips and indicated where the crescent hung over the western mountains growing brighter with the fast fading light
of the sun.
"The moon", he calmly went on, "you see is red, like
the fire, the other moon was white all the time -"
"It is the smoke," broke in the doctor, "from the burning forests through-"
The Indian paid no attention to the interruption but
doggedly continued: "-but that moon sometimes is going
to make a big lie. It is not the moon, no - no, sir! It is
that wind. The wind tells no lie."
Just then we heard the slow beat of an Indian drum
and the low, even chant of two or three male voices in unison, the sounds coming from the Estufa (council chamber).
I thought I detected in the imperfect light a contemptuous
smile on the Indian's face as he turned towards the sounds
and uttered with something of bitterness in his tones:
"Even the people know when to deceive. Now they
make the big dance and then it will rain". He laughed a
low, bitter laugh and added, as he turned toward us, "But
some day that rain will come too fast and too much".
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His last words contained a real prophecy which I recalled afterwards. At the time, I thought of them only as
the mutterings of a disappointed man.
The doctor had gone within and impatiently asked
about supper.
"Going to spend the night at the Estufa?" I asked.
"Yes, I am going to see the whole works this time. Tomorrow takes place the Rain Dance and tonight is the last
of the preparation."
The Indian still stood, gazing into the west. I asked
him if he would come over and talk after the doctor had
gone.
In his own tongue he answered me: "Behind Ku-si
ping" (the highest of the western range) "the moon will fall
there, then shall I arrive."
Thus did he often dignify me when he dropped his
Spanish and used the Tegua dialect. Speaking with the
doctor he always used the white man's language; but I was
his younger brother (ti-u); therefore would he use the
words that an older brother (pa-di) Might speak to
his younger brother. Without turning, nor saying more,
he brushed aside the low bushes growing near and went
away, silently, with no more noise than a cat might have
made.
The doctor came outside and looked around. Not seeing the Indian, he exclaimed: "What in the world have
you done with Juan? It looks as though he might have
been swallowed up by that moon of his."
"Po-se is a pretty good type; he comes and goes silently", I replied. "What a pity, doctor, that he does not get
along better with his fellows!"
In his usual, over-wise manner, the doctor answered:
"So always with tyrants - and men. He belongs to the
minority; those who are best equipped for counselors are
not always in the council chamber. He is too wise to rule.
His character, also, accounts for the name he has among
his people".
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"I have never heard that".
"The Indians are too polite to insult your friend in your
presence; but to me they often call him Chu-ge The word
is a little stronger than the Spanish, brujo; a little worse
than our English, wizard."
After supper the doctor bade me good night and went
towards the Estufa leaving me to think over the strange
character of my Indian friend. Many a tramp had we taken
together, many a story had he told me of the old days, much
of the old customs and much of his peculiar tongue. A diplomat in his way, he professed to believe in the changes
that were advocated by the new teachers, yet he still held
tenaciously to much that was old, and I concluded that even
his weak advocacy of the white man's improvements would
change if only his faction could count a working majority,
for no race is a greater stickler for a majority rule than
that of the Indian; yet he had a profound suspicion, in his
crude way, of the "Square Deal" so long as the pack remained in the hands of his enemies. So he preferred secession to submission.
In other ways Po-se fully satisfied my earlier formed
ideals of an Indian hero. He was large for an Indian, but
a giant among the Pueblos; his massive shoulders, his large
hands and feet, his straight, wiry form, his bold,aquiline
face, made a figure to be picked out and set apart from a
race that is fast deteriorating.

-11As I sat waiting outside in the unaccustomed stillness
of the night air, the monotonous beat of the drum, the
weird chant of the singers, the regular stamping of the
dancers' feet upon the resonant floor of the estufa - the
sounds muffled by the thick walls of the building - produced a drowsiness and I was wishing that I had not asked
my Indian friend's company. I began to frame, half un-

ga

312

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

consciously, some kind of an excuse to get rid of him upon
his arrival, when, of a sudden, I was startled by a dark
shadow, lengthened to uncommon and apparitious proportions, just in front of where I sat. Looking up I saw
Po-se approaching and several feet away, but in the opposite direction from which I expected him. He was in a
direct line with the almost disappearing rays of the moon
and T wondered if he might not have stood guard at some
safe distance to be sure of nature's time piece.
Advancing, he entered the light space thrown out by
the tent lamp beyond the darker shade wherein I sat. I
could not but admire the graceful, blanketed figure, erect
and moving in a direct line with a quick but noiseless tread
as of some animal of prey.
Fully satisfied that Po-se had waited beyond the tent
for the appointed hour, as soon as he had seated himself
upon the ground I went into the cook's tent and brought
him out a heapin.g plate of food. My surmise had either
been correct, or he had met with scant cheer at home, for
he ate ravenously.
The meal seemed an effective lubricant to his tongue,
for, as he slowly rolled his cigarette, he cautiously asked,
"Ke-ma (friend), is the medico (physician) still gone?"
Now the head gate leading to an Indian's information
r.eed not be opened too wide at the beginning. I answered
carelessly, "Yes, nearly an hour."
"He will arrive when?"
"In the morning when the day breaks, he told me."
He was silent for several minutes while the smoke
curled above his head and floated off into the darkness.
Then, like one feeling his way over an unfamiliar trail, he
asked, "He has not talked to you about the trouble between
me and the people?"
"Yes, but he has heard only the other side; maybe he
Jmows not all the truth. Tell me your side and I will listen.
Then I shall know the truth."
"I will. But first I will tell you of the dance which
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w(;' make whenit is very qry an.d th,~~,Y9~,'Yill:u,n~li!rl!ltapd:"
He began in that str~ng~m<:mot?~e.~ pecQIiflJ;, to, r~lators and orators of his race. He'usedthe Spanish which
I,b~st understood, yet 'nowlm~thehJ.·:~~, if ii;e iiju~~f the
.foreiR'n tongUe unworthy, he, spoke,a'word"or a phrase in
the Tegua.
"Years agq, just after the p.a~tip8', 'Y.h,~J.1_ th~ Raip
Priest (Po-a-tun:-go), and thqse'VithhiIll.,h.~,di#lly,e~ ,long
for the rain and had don'e all else tobrjn~d~W,~th~ water
from the clouds that ble.w quicldy, away; and '.' \Y,~eri the
Rain Priest saw that it was very dry arid more yet of sad7'
ness would come unless the good ra,in should'fall; because
the Guan-sa-be (The Navajo) 2 had setfire to"the mountain
sides so tllat the deer (Pa-i) andthe elk ( ')Bandthe
Iittl~ rabbit (Pu) and the bigra~bit (Qu~pg) had,rllnaway
and the rattle snakes ()'h~d gortef~r d~wn illt<) the
earth - for all these the people knew it c,oul(L not"raiJi.
Then they heard that their friends' who dwelt beyond the
eastern mountains had gonef~r a\Vayto t:h~g.teatriver and
all the buffalo (Ko) had gone with them. ' Thafmade the
people very sad becaus~ their frie~ds'~(>uld ~ot~orrie'iJi
the time of the rip,ecorn; they \Vould not h~'i~g;th~(good
meat nor the skin;' th~t were warm because 'of the long
wool, since there w~uld be no ~eal n~r c~rnfu i>~y f,~~' til ern'.
"Then th,e Po-a-tun-go wen~ a,vay for thi~ days and
wh,en he came again he called the people and sald,wha:t'mtist
be done for he had found out the way.' So' he cl1ose~l(t;he
young men that were of him; 'Yho h8:d, no ' wOIJ1en~ 'and
taught them a new dance. On the fir.st" d~y ij:ley'must eat
rio food at all and f.or six days more th~y'might ~at only
the food which the Po,.a-tun-go brought down from 'the 'top
of the Estufa whicl) the women' placed th.ere,; "forn~lleof
the dancers might see a woman nqr 'com~ClQse t()

one:'On

2. Harrington, Ethnogeogrcphll 0/ the TetDG IIIdia.... 10.7. giTes the opeJJinB.
"Wan·sa·ve."
-,
.
8. Bandelier left blank. The Tewa term "Ta" 10 Biven by Junlao Hendenon.
EthnozOologll 01 the Tewa Indian.., P. 16 ....:. editor,
'
4. Ibid, p. 61 "qw'ae' npu."
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the eighth day they must go to the flat rock which is on
the squth sid~ of Tun-go Ping, and there they must dance
all the day long, or until it might rain; first they would
sing the song and beat the drum slowly and not too loud;
afterwards, louder would they beat the drum and faster
would they sing the song and the dancers would go very
fast. Towarqs the evening the snakes would come out from
heneath the mountain and because it had been very dry
these had gone very far down.
"Thus they did according to the way the Po-a-tun-go
had been told. And the young men who danced saw not
the face of any woman during all of the eight days, they
made .1l0t one mistake and obeyed all that their father, the
Po-<l.-tun-go, had told them to do, for they looked into all
of the six ways and threw meal Up (Ma-ka-no,) Down
(Non-so-oino-ge), East (Tom-pe), West (Tsom-pe), South
.
A..koill-pe), North (Pim-pe).
"From the top of Tun-go Ping the women and the men
\"ho did not dance nor sing, looked down and saw that the
dance was good and they were very glad; but the women
covered the face that none who danced might see; when
these brought up water the men would let it down over the
side that the young men might drink and not fail. Then
came the rain and it was good for all the people, and the
snakes, because they came out and brought the rain, they
took care of and made for them the little room by the flat
rock. So alw~ys when it is dry for a long time the people
make the Great Dance, that the snakes may not go away.
"Yet now the Po-a-tun-go is a bad man and does what
the O-ge-ke (Winter Cacique) tells him, and when the
people dance they make many mistakes; they do not sing
the song in the old way nor dance as they should and soon
they will have no more the dance because they are very
bad."
The old man paused and I asked so as not to offend,
"Will it not be better when all the people have forgotten
the dance?"
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But he replied, using that peculiar Tegua word expressing strong doubt, holding up both hands and shrugging up his shoulders, "Ga-ha!"
Then I, thinking to make an impression, argued; "0,
my friend, when your people think less of thedaii~e, they
will have more time to think of work and all things else
which help you to live better and have more! For will not
the rain come, or not come? Is not that God's business
anyhow?"
-111-

Po-se gave no heed to my little sermon and I thought
at the time that I had only wasted words; but afterwards
I found that the meaning had found lodgement in his crude
mind.
He went on:
"Now I will tell of the trouble and I ,,'ill tell you the
truth. The time. of the year was the same as now, and, as
the mountain fires burn now, in the same way they burned
then.
"The governor then was my fath\~r who asked the
Po-a-tun~go what he was doing. That one said he had done
everything else, but only the Great. Dance on the fiat rock
must be done.
"Then my father cried from the top of the Estlifa and
told the people ~o wait and be good, for the Po-a-tun-go was
going to make the dance and then it would surely rain.
"I was very glad when I heard the words because I
am of the Kai-dge (one of the two divisions of the Teguas),
and at that time I was very swift and strong. No other
knew the song nor the dance as well as I, and the Po-a-tungo liked me better than all the others because I obeyed all
his words. He was very good to me and taught me more
than all the others. Qua-sang-wi was his wife and a bad
woman. She always helped "Kai-e, her son, who was as bad
6. The "summer people,"
phonetic spelling· - editor.

Harrington (Ethnogeogrophll• . p. 78) gives Ii different
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ashis'Jriother. 'The" PO-a"tun-go was always afraid Of them,
'8:nd:he\~as~iIriost"as strong and swift as I, but not quite,
but because he was the Rain Priest he could 'not quarrel
w'ithth~ft{aiidmikethem'obey; for that is the' way with
'the; P~a:ttin'~gO ;'hefuust' not qua.i·rel but must always do
his Quty:andpe:good to all the people. Kai-e was of the
Qua-di '(the other division of the Teguas)· like his mother
'aii(rhe\v~s'<alino~fas strong and swift as I, but not 'quite,
for I beat him always and that made him feel sad and his
mother hated me.
"When the time came to make ready for the dance I
went' 'to Ts'etha, - she'was the one that all the people had
agreed~houid be my wife - and I told her not to carry any
\vaier6nlyin fli~:rearIymorning,for in the evening lwould
have to watch from the top of the Estufa. Then I could
make n~. ,mistake and forget and look upon her face. Tset"ha was 'ahvaysgoodand obeyed me in every thing: so she
Said '~he'would do" s,s I said, but because it was very dry
'aiidhotth~y'-Would'needwater the day before the dance,
and only on that day in the evening she would bring water.
'And (said,'itws'S' good' arid surely I would not look on the
,asfday. ,Then when I had obeyed all the days and sto'od
'{lu:;l:a'st'da,y'and'looKedlongupon the place of the flat rock,
"I felt glad because we could make the good dance the next
, day.
"While Istood arid thought no evil, I heard Tset-ha' go
along the pathway'snd 'she said 'Na-di' (I am here to thOse
whostood'riearand I k:newher voice and step. But Kai-e saw
it' all, for his mother had told him how to do. There he
stood in the '""ay'and;when he saw my own pass he caught
)1er 'sabiria.(the'head 'cloth) ; she cried out and took hold
of the 'Jar'tllat iHriight not fall and thenthe cloth fell from
h~rface. When lheardller voice I forgot and looked; and
hecauseher 'sabiriallad fallen away I saw her face.
'
"Wben:the"people sawihow I had been fooled they
laughed but Tset-ha ran to her house because she was
••

Tbe

"wlnte~

people." For variant BpeJ1lnll'. Bee

ibid. p. 76.
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afraid. I saw how it was and I said to Kai-e, 'Some day
shall I pay you; the longer you wait, the more shall lowe.'
"Then because I had made a mistake I could not dance;
only could I help in the place of the snakes and sing. And
when the day of the dance came and the others had danced
all the day long and had done everything else, it did· not
rain for a long time and the people met and said I was to
blame. They said I could not have Tset-ha, but that Kai-e
should have her. They shut me up in the Estufa for a long
time and not even my father would see me.
.
"Tset-ha then said she did not like me but that she liked
Kai-e better, and in that way she fooled them and they
let me out. When they let me out the rains had come and
the people said they would have a big feast and then they
would give my own to Kai-e. But before they could do
that I met Tset-ha in the willows by the river, and then we
laughed a long time because we were going to fool all the
people.
"She said, 'Let us run away to Te-ma-ge (Cochiti)
and they will not know; there is where lives my two cousins who are very strong and swift.'
"And I said; 'It is a good way. Run back now to your
house and I will wait; when the moon is behind Ku-si-ping
we will go. All this night we will run and tomorrow we
will be with your cousins.'
"So she ran back, but in the way she met Kai-e who
caught her by the arm. All the time he was saying, 'Navi-e! Na-vi-e!' (my own! my own!) while she was calling
to me and fighting to keep him away. I heard them and
ran swiftly from behind and with a big stone I struck him
so that he fell down like one dead. When the people came
to take him, he opened his eyes and laughed and kept on
saying 'Na-vi-e! Na-vi-e!' So the people met and because
they saw that Kai-e was Ping-e-he (crazy), they said that
Tset-ha was to blame. They shut her up in the Estufa,
but one night her two cousins came from Te-ma-ge, be.cause I ran there and told them, and we stole her away.
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We went to the priest and I told him the truth. Then he
married us. So then th~ people could say no more about
us and they could do nothing at alL Now you know the
truth."
"But what became of the old Po-a-tun-go?" I asked.
"Your present one is about your own age."
He hesitated before making his reply; then, as if
weighing his words: "He died, yet he was not sick."
"And Qua-sang-wi?"
"The people all met and said she was chu-ge (witch)
because she made her husband die when he was not sick.
All the people were very angry, so they burned her till she
died."
"What of Kai-e 1"
The old man laughed at the question --. a hard, cruel,
remorseless laugh. As he straightened up to his full height
and stood in the shadow I thought I could detect that peculiar expression of an unfeeling victor flash from his eyes
while he pointed over the flat roofs to the opposite edge
of the village; his words were distinct and bitter, the memories of the past and deep hate preventing a connected utterance: "He lives yonder - the fool - with his real father,
the governor for this year - laughing always - he says
to everyone - to a man, to a woman, to a little boy, to a
little girl, to a burro, to a dog - the same words, 'Na-vi-e 1
Na-vi-e I"
I thought it best not to pursue the subject further, for
the old man seemed deeply wrought up over the remembrances of the past. Without thinking of the effect of my
words, I said quietly,
"Po-se, my friend, come and go with me to the dance
tomorrow; I have the governor's permission; only must we
go by the trail up the southeast corner."
The old man wheeled 'round, drawing his blanket
closer about his shoulder; I saw I had made a mistake in
mentioning the governor but I awaited his words as I sat,
fascinated by the glitter in his eyes. His compressed lips
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trembled as he paused for a full minute before replying.
Then his speech came and his words fell hissing from between his slightly parted lips like escaping steam:
"Licensia del gobernador! i (the governor's permissian!) I need it not. I have my rights. Who will prevent
me? I shall not go by the trail, but by the Shay-i (ladders).
Go with me, na vi ke-ma, (my own" friend) and I will show
you the way up the Tun-go Ping Shay-i (the ladders of
Tun-go Ping). Only the medico (physician) may not go
with us."
"I will go as you say, my friend."
"It is a good way. Be ready early," he said. Again he
parted the bushes and was gone.
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THE LAST WORD ON "MONTEZUMA"
Benjamin M. Read
Those who read the Santa Fe New Mexican may recall, in its issue of May 23, 1925, my article on the origin
and history of the name "Montezuma", in which I comment
on the so-called New Mexico Indian traditions: that Montezuma was born at the Indian pueblo of Pecos, whence he
rode, centuries ago, on the back of an eagle to the site of
the present City of Mexico; that the Pueblo Indians of New
Mexico are rela.ted to the Aztecs of Old Mexico; that
"Montezuma" is an Aztec word which had its origin in New
Mexico - the truth of all of which statements I denied in
my article.
THE NAME "MONTEZUMA" OF SPANISH ORIGIN

The word "Montezuma", in its original use, was undoubtedly pronounced differently by the ancient Aztecs
from the form in which it has been embalmed by historical
writers. The first historian to give us the ancient Aztec
pronunciation of the name was Fr. Bern'ardino Sahagun,
who went to Mexico shortly after the conquest by Hernan
Cortes. Father Sahagun's first work in the New World
was the preparation of a History of the Discovery and Conquest of the West Indies, which he recorded in the Aztec
language in twelve volumes, of which the ninth volume
deals with t,he history and conquest of the Aztec Empire.
SahagUn's work was translated and published years later
in Spain. In chapter one of the volume noted, in, referring
to the first embassy despatched by Montezuma to interview Juan de Grijalva, captain of the expedition sent by
Velazquez from Cuba to Mexico, who had just arrived with
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his fleet at "San Juan de Ulua',' Father Sahagun says, in
regard to Grijalva's business in the New World, that the"
chief of the embassy, on being asked by Grijalva who had
sent him, replied that the great ruler "Mocthecuzuoma"
had sent them to meet the Spaniards. Bandelier, in his
article "The Montezuma of the Pueblo Indians,'" says:
"There is no need of proving that the name of the Mexican
"Chief of men" (Tlaca-tecuhtli) who perished while in the
custody of the Spaniards under Hernando Cortes in 1520,
w~s Mo-techu-zouma, literally "Our Wrathy Chieftain."
Bandelier then adds: "Bernal Diaz del Castillo, an eyewitness and the much-prejudiced author of the 'True Histo,ry of the Conquest of Mexico,' is responsible for the
corruption into Montezuma, which has since become popular and most widely known."
Further on Bandelier says:
"N 0 mention is made of Montezuma in Spanish documents on the Southwest of an earlier date than 1664, when
speaking of the (then recently discovered) ruins of Casas
Grandes, in northwestern Chihuahua, Francisco" de Gorl'aeZ Beaumont and Antonio de Oca Sarmiento speak of
those buildings as the old 'houses of Montezuma.'
In prehistoric times, and as early as 1440, the Indian
name of the fifth king of the Aztecs was "Ilhuicamina
Mocthecuzoma," but it seems that officially he was known
as Mocthecuzoma only, which was, as above stated, corrupted by the Spaniards into Montezuma and Moctezuma
(as claimed by Bandelier)"
The first time the name "Montezuma" was used was
on the arrival of Cortes at Vera Cruz, and the first Spaniard to use it, or rather to corrupt its pronunciation, was
Bernal Diaz del Castillo, who, in relating the interview" be1. This is the name given by Grijalva to the small Island opposite Vera Crus
where stands the ancient Spanish fortification known by that name to this day, at
which place Grij:iIVB's fleet had arrived on Saint John's day, 'June 24, 11>18.
2. American Anthropologist: vol. V. pp. 819-826, Washington, October 1892.
3. In connection therewith see Leduc, Lara y Pardo, Dieeionario' lie Geograf{a.
HiBtoria 11 Biografias Me"'ieanas", p. 681.
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tween Cortes and the Indian chief of the embassy which
the Aztec emperor sent to Cortes, stated that he was a servant of the great Montezuma, his Lord, who had sent them
there to learn who the Spaniards were and what they were
seeking and, further, to ascertain if they were in need of
anything, and, if so, to provide them with all things for
which they might ask.'
It is well to observe that in my reference to original
authorities I have preferred those who either heard the
name first from the lips of the Aztec Indians during the
time of the conquest by Cortes in 1519-21, like Bernal Diaz
del Castillo, who was not only one of the conqueror's most
valiant soldiers, but was also the historian of and co-conqueror in that remarkable achievement, or who, like Fr.
Bernardino de Sahagun, who arrived in Mexico five or six
years after the fall of the Aztec capital in August, 1521, and
who was the first Spanish author to learn the Mexican
language and to write, in that language, the first History of
the Conquest, above cited. The next early author of the
history of the conquest to be considered is no less a person
than a son of one of the companions of Cabeza de Vaca
during the most notable journey recorded in the annals of
the New World. I refer to Cabeza de Vaca's journey from
Florida to Mexico in 1528-36. This author wasBALTAZAR DORANTES DE CARRANZA

Baltazar Dorantes de Carranza was the son of Andres
Dorantes de Carranza who accompanied Cabeza de Vaca
across the continent from Florida to Mexico, as above
4. coy den de obra de media aora que obimo~ surgido vinieron dos CanDas rouy
grandes. que en aquellss partes, a las canoas grandes, llaman piraguns y en Ellas
binieron muchos yndios mexicanoB, y como vieran los Estandartes y El navia grande
conozieron que aUi avian de yr a hablar a1 capitan y fucronse derechos al nabio y
cntran dentro y pregutan qual Era EI Tatuan que p.n su lengua dizen EI senor y
dona marina que bien 10 entendio, porque sabia muy bien Is lengua. se Ie mostr6
a Cortes y 108 yndioB hizieron mucha ocato a Cortes. A su Vsanza y Ie dizeron Que
fuese bienvenido. E que vn criado del gran montezuma, lea enviava A saber Que
hombres eramOB, E que buscavamos E que Sf algo oviesemos menester para nosotros
y )03 navios que Be los dixesemos:' - Bernal Diaz de~ Castillo, Historia de la C071quista de la Nueva Espana, VO., I. pp. 105·06.
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stated. Baltazar's mother was a1lady
of the Aztec nobility.
I
Baltazar wrote, in 1604, a complete genealogy of all the
Spanish explorers, conquerors, laborers, soldiers, etc., under the title Sumaria Relacion de las Cosas de la Nueva
Espafia. In referring to the Aztec emperor (p.7) Baltazar
calls him "Motectzumatzin". This work was not discovered
until 1902, when, as stated by its discoverer, Don Jose
Maria de Agreda y Sanchez, it was published under the
auspices of the Museo Nacional of Mexico.
BALTAZAR DE OBREGON

Baltazar de Obregon, well known as the first historian
of Mexican nationality, wrote several books toward the
close of the sixteenth century. Among his more notable
works, was the Historia de los Descubrimientos Antiguos y
Modernos de Nueva Espafia, written in 1584. This manuscript was not known to exist until the year 1924 when it
was discovered by the Rev. Mariano Cuevas, S. J.,. and, like
the Sumaria Relacion of Baltazar Dorantes de Carranza,
was published by the Department of Public Education of
Mexico in the year named. In his references to the Aztec
emperor, Obregon calls him by the name "Moctezuma"
(chap. I, p. 9), a fact showing that many of the first historians of Spanish and Mexican extraction used both the
original and the corrupted name of that ruler, some employing the name "Montezuma" following the corrupted
change made by Bernal Diaz del Castillo, and others recording "Moctezuma" or the original name "Mocthecuzoma". Referring to this unfortunate misspellin~ of the
original Indian name, Bandelier says:"
"It is interesting how that misspelling has taken hold
of the public mind, how it has completely supplanted the
original true orthography and meaning. Meaning even is
out of place here, for, while Motecuzoma is a legitimate
6. Revista Cat6lica, El Paso, Tex., Feb. 16, 1925, also WeBtern American. EJ Paso,
Tex., Feb. 14, 1925.
6. Op. cit., p. 319.
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Nahuatl word with a very plain signification, and also a
typical Indian personal name, Montezuma has no signification 'whatever; and yet, in Mexico, even the Nahuatl Indians - those who speak the Nahuatl language daily - know
only Montezuma and would hardly recognize the original
name as applicable to him, whom they have been taught
t;Qcall an 'emperor'."
Further on Bandelier says: "The confusion between
those two personages had already been procreative of a
mythical Montezuma in the minds of the educated people.
Is it to be wondered at if that mythical figure took a still
stronger hold on the conceptions of the simple Indian 1"
THE NAME IN NEW MEXICO

We will now consider the Montezuma worshipped by
our Pueblo Indians and its probable introduction here in
New Mexico.
In 1882, Hon. W. G. Ritch, then Secretary of the Territory of New Mexico, published a pamphlet under the title
New Mexico, A sketch of its History and Review of its Resources, in which (p. 11) the author makes a statement
that, so far as my researches go, is not substantiated by any
"written record which is to be found in some of the pueblos." No creditable present-day historian can vouch for
Mr. Ritch's statement, although one well-konwn author,
Mr. Adolf F. Bandelier, ten years after Ritch's book, appeared, published his article on the " 'Montezuma' of the
Pueblo Indians", above cited, which, it is fair to presume,
was written by Bandelier for the purpose of refuting
Ritch's story. In a statement shrouded in doubt, Bandelier
tries to explain the existence of Ritch's "written record"
respecting Montezuma, and, although he does not claim
to have seen any such document, he says that Bishop Lamy
told him that he (the Bishop) had seen it at the Pueblo of
Jemez. The importance and relationship of Ritch's essay
and Bandelier's article are so apparent that it justifies the
reproduction of both. We will take them in their chronological order. The Ritch statement follows:
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"A written record which is to be found in some of the
Pueblos is that Pecos pueblo was the birth-place of Montezuma; that after he had grown to man's state~ he showed
himself possessed of supernatural powers; that he at a
certain time assembled a large number of his people and
started from New Mexico on a journey south, Montezuma
riding on the back of an eagle; and thus riding in advance,
~as to his people as was the star to the wise men of the
East. The sign of arriving at the site of the great city and
capital of the Aztec nation was to be the alighting of the
eagle upon a cactus bush and devouring a serpent. This
event took place when the eagle arrived at the site of the
present city of Mexico, then first made a city and capital."
One may assume that Ritch had read the history of
the conquest of Mexico, and very likely had been told that
the Pueblo Indians had been brought up with that tradi:tion in their minds. Omitting the unfounded theories of
those who have given to the world the Montezuma myth,
the question naturally presents itself, Where did the Pueblo Indians first receive the information about the legend?
I have never been able to find any plausible answer to this
question, unless we reach the conclusion that the first
Spaniards who came to New Mexico had related to the
Pueblo Indians the semi-historical story about the' Aztecs
having migrated into Mexico from the North. Be that as
it may, l'.iontezuma was not born in New Mexico, neither is
there any traceable connection between the Aztecs and the
Pueblo Indians.
ADOLPH

F.

BANDELIER

Referring to the probable time when the MontezumaNew Mexico myth reached New Mexico, Bandelier states:·'
"We now come to the time when the Montezuma story
assumed a prominent position among the New Mexican
Pueblos. The manner in which this happened is not devoid
of interest.
"In the year 1846. when war between the United States
and Mexico was imminent, a singular document was con7.
8.

"Estate"?
Op. cit., pp. 323-4.
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cocted (according to its tenor, at least) in the City of Mexico. It is written in Spanish and was, to my knowledge,
never printed, but exists in several manuscript copies in
New Mexico. It purports to be a 'History of Montezuma'.
Beginning with the folk-tale current among the Tehuas
about thei~ hero god Pose-yemo or Pose-ueve, it applies
that part of the story relating to the latter's childhood to
the childhood of Montezuma, and then goes on to relate
the career of the latter, of his sister and mother, etc., until it makes of him a conqueror of Mexico. There Montezuma becomes connected with the Malinche. What the
Malinche was is well known. The name itself is a corruption of the Spanish name Marina by the Nahuatl, who, not
having the letter 'r' in their alphabet, substituted always
the letter'!', thus making "Malina" out of 'Marina'. Marina
was the interpreter en chef of Cortes during his conquest
of Mexico. The document cited makes of the Malinche a
daughter of Montezuma, and, after bringing Cortes and
his conquest and victory over Montezuma, concludes by
marrying Malinche to Cortes, and by representing New
Mexico as I:\art of the dower which the Indian maiden
brought to her Spanish husband. Such document, manufactured at a time when an American invasion of New Mexico was apprehended, written at the City of Mexico and
circulated in every New Mexican pueblo [?] that could be
reached, is plainly what may be called a 'campaign document', conceived in view of strengthening the claimi' of
Mexico upon New Mexico in the eyes of the Pueblo Ind'ians
and refuting anything to the contrary that might be anticipated from the side of the United States. It is written in
a style peculiarly within the grasp of the Indian, it being
Spanish after the fashion in which the Pueblo Indian uses
t~at language in conversation.
Whether written in New
Mexico and only dated from the capital, or written at that
capital, it is certain that the author deserves great credit
for the shrewdness with which he has adapted both story
and style to the imagination and power of understanding
of the aborigines. Since the circulation of that document
the story of Montezuma has become stereotyped in the
mouths of many Pueblo Indians, and when interrogated
by tourists and ethnological volunteers they repeat it with
greater or less precision."
We will now listen to Mr. Bandelier's statement re-

THE LAST WORD ON "MONTEZUMA"

357

g~rding the source of his information 'On the existence of
the alleged Montezuma dQcument: o

"I- never succeeded in .seeing it, but the Most Reverend
Archbishop of Santa Fe [Lamy], during one of his official
visits to Jemez, obtained permission to peruse the mysterious volume. It proved to be, as we ascertained by comparing it with a copy in my possession, a copy of the letters
(Cartas) of Cortes edited by Lorenzana and illustrated
with pictures of Mexican costumes. From this book, the
existence of which was known to all the Pueblos [?], and
about the contents of which they had been partially informed, it would have be~n easy to gather material for the
'History of Montezuma' of 1846, and it is not unlikely that
it has been the source of the latter, except of the introductory portions, which embody a genuine tradition of the
Tehua Indians, which was easy to obtain from anyone of
the more communicative members of that or of any neighboring tribe. The Montezuma of New Mexico, is, therefore,
in its present form a modern creation."

We will now hear Bancroft: but I wish first to avail
myself of the opportunity to express to Mr. F. W. Hodge,
of the Museum of the American Indian, my thanks for his
valubale assistance, for it was through him that I obtained
Bandelier's interesting paper, by the loan of his own printed
copy, without which this would have remained incomplete.
HUBERT HOWE BANCROFT

Mr. Bancroft says: 10
"It is also still the custom of most writers to refer to
the ruins and relics of this region as undoubtedly of Aztec
origin, and to adopt more or less fully the theory that the
ancestors of the Pueblo tribes were Aztecs left in Arizona
during the famous migration from the north-west to Mexico. As the reader of my Native Races is aware, it is my
belief that no such general migration occurred, at least not
within any period reached by tradition; but whether this
belief is weIl founded or not, I have found no reason to
modify my position that the New Mexican people al)~ cul9. Ibid.
10. History of Ariz., and N. M., pp. (-6.
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ture were not Aztec. The Montezuma myth of the Pueblo
communities, so far at least as the name is concerned if not
altogether, was certainly of Spanish origin."
CONCLUSION

The above resume is, so far as my knowledge of the
alleged legend is concerned, all there is to the so-called tradition regarding the migration and relationship of the
Aztecs, - the origin of the name Montezuma, and of the
alleged flight of that ruler from Pecos pueblo in New Mexico to the City of Mexico.
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REVIEWS AND EXCHANGES

The Rise of the Spanish Empire. By Roger Bigelow
Merriman, Professor of History in Harvard University,
(The MacMillan Company New York, 1926) It is seven
years since the publication of Volume II by Professor
Merriman of his scholarly history of the Spanish Empire.
The first volume was given to Spain 'in the Middle
Ages, in Vol ume II the story of the Catholic kings was told,
while Volume III is·devoted to the reign of Charles V,300
of its 700 pages covering Spain's conqqest iIi the New
World. Volume IV is to take the history down to the death
of Philip II.
Professor Merriman, in covering a span of history for
which the sources are prolific and which has been examined and re-examined by historians of various nationalities,
particularly those of Germany and Austria, is generous
in giving credit to those to whom he feels indebted and in
pointing out the sources which have thrown new light for
him upon wellknown historical f,acts. He admits that the
final word is never said upon any epoch or historical episode
and confesses that there have been compensations for the
delay of seven years in publishing the third volume in that
this delay has enabled him "to utilize several books whose
recent appearance has made the study of Spanish history,
and particularly of the period of Charles V, both easier
and more fruitful than ever before." His conclusions are
the latest word of scholarship but surely not the last upon
the period under review, ,for he himself says: "The ~mount
of practically unutilized printed material for Spanish history still remains so vast, that it is quite as important that
it should be thoroughly explored as that extensive researches should be made for something new."
Professor Merriman has not only the viewpoint but
also the method of the modern scientific historian. He
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appears without prejudice though decided in expressing
his opinions after weighing all authorities at his command.
He realizes the danger of generalization and yet says: "If
there was anyone characteristic common to all ranks and
classes of the Spain of that period, it was certainly dislike
anq. distrust of foreigners. The reasons for this are not
far to seek. Geographical facts and historical traditions
furnished the background. A natural pride in glorious
deeds done' under the Catholic Kings, and a consequent
tendency to look down on others who had accomplished less,
counted for much." He quoted Guicciardini: "They are
by nature proud, and believe that no other nation can be
compared with their own. In their conversation they are
constantly vaunting their own exploits.... They have little
use for strangers, and are exceedingly rude in their dealings with them."
"That Charles knew little of Spain and of the Spaniards, and that most of that was wrong" was the opinion
expressed by the bishop of Badajoz in a letter to Cardinal
Ximenez at the beginning of the reign of Charles V and
the history is therefore not only that of Spain but also the
development of the young ruler who gave no "promise of
the ability, ambition or independence which he was afterwards shown to possess." It is a striking portrait which
the author draws of the appearance and personality of the
Emperor and his deeds which reconciled the Spaniard to
the fact that Spain's greatest glory came at the initiative
of and under a foreign sovereign, a prince of the house of
Hapsburg at that. It was Cardinal Ximenez who looms
dominant in Spain in the first few months of the reign of
Charles. Incidentally, the efforts of the Cardinal "for the
progress and prosperity of the Spanish dominion across
the Atlantic, and for the fair treatment of the American
Indians, form an interesting and important episode in the
history of Spanish civilization in the New World." Nevertheless, the "most intimate adviser was the Burgundian
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Chievres, for whom Charles entertained affection and profound respect."
The problems of taxation and Of government during
the reign of Charles V are vividly presented, The conditions
of life as they existed four hundred years ago in Spain and
as the author interestingly describes them, were in their
tendencies not much different from those of today. There
are petitions to the Emperor to forbid cards and dice "as
has been done in the kingdom of Portugal." One of the
commonest demands is for the codification of laws into
one volume and in language that the people could understand. There are requests that the ancient histories of
the realm be collected and printed and that "books of lies
and vanities" over which "youths and the young women
spend their idleness" be burned. Much attention was given
to higher education. One petition says: "Since fathers
and mothers send their sons to the universities, and carefully provide them with food and clothes and books, and
the students, on the pretext that they need to purchase
these things, seek to get money by loans or by pawning
their books and effects and then gamble it away or spend
it for other evil purposes and are thereby distracted from
their studies" let it be forbidden "to imprison students
for such debts." Another complaint has it that the apothecaries are seldom present in their shops but leave behind
them incompetent persons "who mix up the drugs and make
other mistakes, from which great harm results for thos~
who take the said medicines." The petitioners ask that
no one be permitted to practice without a thorough examination and the degree of bachelor of arts. The procuradores were also greatly concerned over the- march of luxury
and reckless expenditure. As stated: "It often happens to
a poor woman who has nothing but a place in a doorway
and a bed of cloths, which she has collected as a dowry for
her daughter, that the guests who are imposed on her ruin
her bed and destroy it." Gay clothes and carriages were
another cause of complaint. "Such is the il).solence that
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coaches and all their following have been seen to pass the
Holy Sacrament in the streets without a single obeisance. .
. moreover there have occurred countless terrible accidents
through people's rushing and confusion, through the frightening of horses and mules, and the falls of their riders."
There were also efforts to mitigate the harsh punishments
of the day. "Since those who are condemned by the Hermandad to be shot With arrows are shot alive, without first
being strangled, and this seems to be inhuman, and sometimes causes a lingering death, we beg your Majesty to
give orders that no one shall be shot with arrows without
first being strangled."
Much space is given to the wars, with the Infidels and
especially the pirate Barbarossa and is followed by an account of the effort of the Emperor to root out Protestantism which ended so disastrously for Charles. The marriage of Phjlip to Queen Mary of England and the retirement and death of Charles in the convent of Yuste close a
story of dramatie intensity.
In the chapters that follow is told concisely and graphically the narrative. of Spain's conquests and government
in the New World, centering of course, around the epochmaking feats of Hernando Cortes, who because of "his
fondness for brawling and amorous adventures" gave up
his studies of the law at the University of Salamanca to
enter upon a career that led to brilliant successes through
his sheer audacity. "In his passion for gambling, and in
his looseness of his -relation with women, he was typical
of the Spaniard of his day," says the writer, "but he kept
business and pleasure rigidly separate, and when he recognized the moment for decisive action, drove forward with
a power that refused to be denied. His followers could
not resist the magic of his appeal. Under his leadership
they attempted and achieved the impossible !" The
writer quotes Cortes's chaplain and apologist Gomara,
in discussing the trouble of Cortes with Governor
Velasquez which "originated in Cortes's refusal to fulfill his
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promise to marry a lady whom he had persuaded to become
his mistress," but prefers to give credence to Las Casas, the
historian and eye-witness of the scenes he describes, and
who reports that Cortes became deeply involved in a plot
a!?4ainst Velasquez who had befriended Cortes. However,
Cortes married the lady he had wronged and Velasquez,
apparently reconciled, conferred on Cortes the office of
alcalde and actually stood godfather to one of his children.
"But smouldering jealousy and distrust stilI remained" and
out of them grew the events that were destined to shape
the future history of the Americas.
Merriman follows Bernal Diaz pretty closely in outlining the salient facts in the life of Cortes but also cites Professor A. S. Aiton of the University of Michigan, especially
as to the last years of the Conqueror, who even at the moment that Charles V. rendered his verdict in favor of Cortes
deprived him of the management of finance by naming a
contador, the certificate of whose appointment was found
in the archives of the Indies by Aiton. The appointment
of Mendoza as viceroy and of the second audiencia, even
though it took Mendoza six years to get his instructions
and reach his post ousted Cortes completely. He sought
to retrieve his fortunes in Algiers. "Like many another
loyal servant of the Spanish crown," he "was ruthlessly
cast aside and suffered to die in neglect."
Equally v~vid is the recital of Pizarro's conquest of
Peru. Coronado, Fray Marcos de Niza, De Soto, Narvaez,
are other figures that pass over these pages and which
ser"/e to tie up the American Southwest with the great
m'Jnarch who dominated the world for so many years.
It is just four hundred years since Charles V wedded
Isabella of Portugal. Of this, the historian says: "The
spring, summer, and autumn months which followed his
marriage were probably the happiest of Charles's whole
life. His union with Isabella had been dictated by policy,
not affection; in fact, he wrote to his brother Ferdinand
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that he wedded her to get her dowry and an acceptable
representative when he had to be away. But the Emperor
was to be more fortunate in his marriage than he knew;
for besides the financial and political advantages, he had
the additional satisfaction of falling in love with his wife.
His nature was not romantic. The cares of state weighed
ceasele~sly upon him and left scant space for the development of his affections. But he yearned for sympathy,
loyalty, and devotion, and these Isabella offered him in
full measure. Though slight and pale, she bore herself
like an empress; her head and her heart were both in the
right place; she was as a contemporary justly observed,
'of the sort that men say ought to be married.' Certainly
she was an ideal companion for Charles. Though he had
married her in part to get a regent in his absence, he was
to find it unexpectedly difficult to leave her side. Most of
their honeymoon was spent at Granada, where they took refuge from the great heats of the valley of the Guadalquivir.
It was the first time that Charles had visited Andalusia,
and he gazed with wonder and delight on what he saw."
It is these revelations and human touches that make
the volume more than a history and cause the pages to teem
with romance, although every statement is well documented. The footnotes and references are voluminous, the
typography excellent, the maps informative, and altogether,
the book is one that delights the bibliophile, the student,
the historian as well as the general reader.
P.A.F.W.

Pioneer Days in the Southwest By Grant Foreman,
(A. H. Clark Co., Cleveland, Ohio.) The centenary of Kit
Carson's arrival in Santa Fe and of Jedediah Smith's entry
into California is more fittingly marked by the pilblication
of a volume such as "Pioneer Days in the Early Southwest"
by Grant Foreman, than it would be by the erection of
monuments in bronze or stone to the pioneers to whom the
United States owes the acquisition of an empire.
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The author opens with an account of the early explorations of Louisiana Territory. He declares: "From
the mouth of the Verdigris, in its day the farthest thrust
of the pioneer, the conquest of a large part of the Southwest was achieved. The story of this campaign covering
a period of nearly fifty years, has never been written,
though it contains much of romance that even in the form
of isolated or related incidents it is possible to record." He
continues: "The earliest explorers of the Southwest were
Spaniards. I The first known visitors were DeSoto who
crossed the Mississippi in 1540, and Coronado who came
from the south the next year. Schoolcraft traces the
march of DeSoto to the north of the Verdigris." It was
not. far from there that Coronado passed on his march to
find Quivira. The author then tells of the illfated expedition of Captain Villasur who left Santa Fe. in 1719 and
after a march of 600 miles was massacred with all his men
except "the priest who escaped on his horse."
The expedition of Zebulon Pike in 1806 and that of
Don Facundo Melgares sent out from Santa Fe in anticipation of Pike (Melg.ares who later conveyed Pike as a
prisoner to Chihuahua) were parties to one of the first
conflicts between Spanish and American authorities that
found their climax in the Texas invasion of New Mexico
in 1841, and the capture of Santa Fe by General Stephen
W. Kearny on August 18, 1846. It was then, .according to
the author that "the Southwest of the trader, trapper and
explorer gave way to the Southwest of the immigrant, the
herdsman, the goldseeker, and agriculturist. With the
birth of a new era wag closed the last chapter of an old."
It is with crucial incidents of the thirty years between
1816 and 1846, that the volume mostly concerns itself. The
author has' gone to original sources and has made good
use of official documents as well as published reports. The
chapter headings, perhaps, give the best synopsis of the
riches one finds in the 350 pages of beautiful typography
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marred only here and there by some typographical error
which slipped by the proofreader:
Establishment of Fort Smith in 1817.
Expeditions of Fowler and James to Santa Fe in 1821.
Establishment of Fort Gibson in 1824.
Earliest known traders on Arkansas River.
Washington Irving at Fort Gibson, 1832.
Peace Attempts with Western Prairie Indians, 1833.
The Osage Massacre.
Colonel Dodge Reaches ~ Villages of Western Indians.
Western Garrison Life.
Governor Houston at His Trading Post on the Verdigris.
Governor Houston's Life among the Indians.
The Stokes Treaty Commission.
Governor Stokes's Views and Difficulties.
Indian Warfare between Texas and Mexico.
Expeditions of Bonneville and other Early Traders.
Governor Stokes's Uncompleted Plans.
Warfare on the Texas Border, 1836.
Border Warfare and Texas.
The bibliography, the index and and a map showing
early explorations and routes of expeditions are valuable
addenda.
The author recalls that John G. James who left St.
Louis on May 10, 1821, opened a store in Santa Fe where
he had arrived on December 1, 1821. James spent six
months in Santa Fe and then returned east by way of Taos.
However, Glenn who headed the Fowler expedition was
the first to go from the mouth of the Verdigris to Santa
Fe.
Still earlier, Col. A. P. Chouteau !nd Julius DeMun
had been trading in Spanish territory. In 1815 they were
trading with the Arapaho Indians at the headwaters of
the Arkansas. Th~y returned to St. Louis the following
year. Says the author:
"In their absence, a friendly governor at Santa Fe'
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had been succeeded by one hostile to Americans. Disregarding the permission granted by his predecessor for the
Americans to enter Spanish territory, the governor caused
the arrest of Chouteau and DeMun with their men, as
they were about to leave the Arkansas for the Crow· Indian country on Columbia River. They were thrown into prison at Santa Fe, where they were confined for fortyeight days, part of the time in irons; their lives were
threatened, and they were subjected to other indignities;
the final and most poignant of all was that Chouteau and
DeMun were compelled to kneel to hear a lieutenant read
the sentence pronounced by the governor, and were then
'forced likewise to kiss the unjust and iniquitous sentence,
that deprived harmless and inoffensive men of all they
possessed --of the fruits of two years' labor and perils,'
as reported by them to our government." The description
of Chouteau's establishment, feudal in its extent and management, the visit of Washington Irving, the sketch of Mrs.
Nicks, the first American business woman in the far West,
make a delightful chapter. Countless thousands of prairie
chickens, numberless herds of buffalo, gave some hint of
the wealth of game that covered the western prairies.
"A party of twelve traders had left Santa Fe in December, 1832, under Judge Carr of Saint Louis for their homes
in Missouri. Their baggage and about ten thousand dollars
in specie were packed upon mules. They were descending
the Canadian river when, near the present town of Lathrop
in the Panhandle of Texas, they were attacked by an overwhelming force of Comanche and Kiowa Indians. Two of
the men, one named Pratt, and the other Mitchell, were
killed: and after a siege of 36 hours the survivors made
their escape at night on foot,leaving all their property in
possession of the Indians. The party became separated
and after incredible hardship and suffering, five of them
made their way to the Creek settlements on the Arkansas·
and to Fort Gibson where they found succor. Of the other
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five only two survived. The money 3ecured by the Indians was the first they had ever seen."
This and other incidents in the year of the great flood
and of star showers (1833) led to the displacement of the
Rangers bY' the Dragoons, commanded by Major Henry
Dodge, and Lt. Col. Stephen Watts Kearny, who was destined 13 years later to take Santa Fe. Jefferson Davis,
only a few years out of West Point, became a first lieutenant in the regiment. "While the Rangers wore no uniforms,
Congress went to the other extreme in the organization
of the Dragoons, who must have created a sensation in all
beholders, if, one can visualize them in their splendor: A
double-breasted dark blue cloth coat, with two rows of gilt
buttons, ten to the row; cuffs and collar yellow, the latter
framed with gold lace and the skirt ornamented with a
star. Trousers of blue gray mixture, with two stripes of
yellow cloth three-quarters an inch wide up each outside
seam. A cap like in infantryman's, ornamented with a
silver eagle, gold cord, and with a gilt star to be worn in
front with a drooping white horsehair pompon. Ankle
boots and yellow spurs; sabre with steel scabbard and a
half-basket hilt; sash of silk net, deep orange in color, to
be tied on right hip and worn with full dress. Black patent
leather belt; black silk stock, and white gloves. For undress uniform, the dark blue coat had only nine buttons
on each breast, one on each side of the collar, four on the
cuffs, four along the flaps, and two on the hips; an epaulette strap on each shoulder. There was also a great coat
of blue gray, made double-breasted and worn with a cape.
Add the soldier's equipment of rifle and ammunition, and
picture these helpless tender-feet from northern states
starting in the middle of summer on an expedition of seven
hundred miles, to impress the Indians with the splendor
of their raiment and the menace of their arms and numbers; marching over the blazing prairies in heavy uniforms
and through the suffocating thickets of underbrush and
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briars that entangled with the countless buttons and
snatched off the towering cap with the white pompon."
Enough has been quoted to give an inkling of the sustained interest of the volume which gives so vivid a picture
of the "Conquest of the Southwest."
P.A.F.W.

The United States and Mexico By Pauline Safford
Relyea. (Smith College Studies in History) The diplomatic relations between the United States and Mexico under Porfirio Diaz, 1876-1910, are the theme of
one of the recent Smith College Studies in History. It
is by Pauline Safford Relyea. Considerable space is given
in the introduction to diplomatic relations between the two
countries from 1825 to 1876. In conclusion, the writer
says:
"The undercurrent of hostility to American interests is
not found to have been shared by the Mexican government.
The administration pursued the same friendly course as
during the preceding years, but the question that arose at
the time of the introduction of Diaz's policy to invite foreign capital into Mexico, the question as to whether the
government would be able to establish its own feeling in
the minds of those whose private interests were engaged,
must now be answered in the negative. Two currents of
feeling were present in Mexico at this time--that of the
government still friendly to the United States and to
American interests; that of many Mexicans who resented
the results of the government policy and laid their wrongs
at the door of American intervention in Mexican development. If this intervention could have been guided from
the United States by a policy of 'usefulness', it might greatly have aided Diaz in the success of his policy, but exploitation was more often the policy under which Americans
worked. The government was thus pursuing the same
friendly attitude. In 1907, the boundary question was
further settled by a convention for the equitable distribution of the waters of ,the Rio Grande, whereby the United States undertook to deliver 60,000 acre-feet of water annually to Mexico without cost. In the same year the second
question left by the Commission, the matter of 'bancos', was
settled by a line drawn through the deepest channel of the
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river for the present but providing that all future questions should be settled by reference to the old bed of 1848.
The third question, that of the EI Chamisal tract, was submitted to arbitration and settled satisfactorily in 1910.
As important as the settlements themselves was the culmination of the policy of arbitration in the treaty of 1908
for submitting to the Hague Tribunal all controversies between the two republics not capable of settlement by ordinary diplomatic means."
There is also an interesting note on the attempt to
continue the Santa Fe Trail into Mexico.
P.A.F. W.

A Manual of Navaho Grammar. By Fr. Berard Haile,
O. F. M. of St. Michael's, Ariz. (Santa Fe New Mexican
Publishing Corporation, Santa Fe, New Mex., 324 pp.) If
"infinite capacity for taking pains" is genius, then the book
is the work of a genius. The Navaho language is naturally in keeping with the Indian's way of thinking; and being a child of nature, the accidental qualities of things and
actions obtain great prominence. This calls for minute, or
rather indinite detail of expression. Fr. Berard is exceptionally well qualified to work out and give us this detail. Having been in the field, living among the Indians at St.
Michael's Chin lee, Lukachukai; and speaking the language for upwards of 27 years, he is naturally familiar with
the Indian's way of thinking and expressing himself. His
is the knowledge, not of the theorist, but of the practical
man and student.
The alphabet used is essentially the same as that used
in the "Ethnologic Dictionary" and the "Vocabulary of the
Navaho Language" published some years ago by the Franciscan Fathers; but it is rounded out and simplified by
applying suggestions, found in the "Phonetic Transcription of Iridian Languages" (Smithsonian Miscellaneous
Collections, Vol. 66, No.6) published in 1916.
The work is dedicated to the memory of the late Fr.
Anselm Weber, O. F. M., who so valiantly fought the battles
of the Indians, and especially the Navahoes, against the
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neglect and oppression of the white man; and was, without doubt, the most noted of Indian Missionaries of recent
date.
The publishers are to be complimented on their ability
to solve the intricacies of the amazing alphabet and word
grouping.
All in all, the work is one that will not easily be duplicated, and ought to prove a valuable aid to students of the
language.
Fr.T.M.

NOTES AND COMMENTS
Referring to Prof. Baldwin's paper in the April Review, Mr. H. R. Wagner of Berkeley writes:
"I certainly dispute the fact that Niza ever set foot
on the soil of New Mexico, and there are plenty of others
who do not believe it. I am quite convinced that he never
went any farther than the Gila Valley, all the rest being
imagination. As far as Cortez' remarks are concerned,
Niza's own account bears internal evidence that he had received information either from Cortez himself or someone
who had accompanied him."
For detailed discussion of this point, with citation of
important documents, see Wagner, The Spanish Southwest,
pp. 45-49. In the author's opinion, these sources
"go a long way to bear out the statements of Cortez, who
after all would never have dreamed of saying that he told
Niza the stories he heard from the Indians unless there
had been some foundation for it."
In connection with the Chamuscado paper by Dr.
Mecham in the present issue, the facts regarding a lost map
bearing on this expedition as stated by Mr. Wagner in the
same work (p. 76) are of interest: .
"A marginal reference in Hakluyt, 390, to a map in his
possession which he said had been made by Chamuscado,
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is interesting. Purchas, IV, 1561, also refers to a map of
New Mexico in his possession, made in 1585, no doubt the
one referred to by Hakluyt. There is not much doubt that
it was the map made by Francisco Dominguez, who in his
petition to the Council, undated but after 1584, A. G. I., 586-19, expressly states that he had made a map of New
Mexico at the request of the Viceroy Conde de Corufia. The
King afterward complained that this had not been received,-we now see because the English had intercepted
it."
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